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Town  Officers— 1923 


Selectmen 

WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN,  Chairman 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS  CHARLES  A.  CALLAHAN 

Assessors 

DANIEL  V.  FOGARTY,  Chairman  Term  expires  1924 

HENRY  L  HOLDEN  (Appointed)  Term  expires  1924 

CHARLES  E.  FULLER  Term  expires  1926 

Overseers  of  the  Poor 

PATRICK  H.  McKELLIGOTT,  Chairman 

Term  expires  1926 
CHARLES  G1R0UX,  M.  D.  Term  expires  1924 

THOMAS  W.  MANSFIELD  Term  expires  1925 

Town  Clerk,  3  Years 
JOHN  F.  FOLEY  Term  expires  1924 

Town  Treasurer 
ROBERT  L.  McDONALD  Term  expires  1924 

School  Committee 
DR.  GEORGE  A.  MOORE,  Chairman  Resigned 

DR.  JOHN  F.  ROCHE  Term  expires  1924 

HAROLD  M.  PARSONS  Term  expires  1924 

JOHN  F.  SHEA  Term  expires  1925 

GEORGE  L.  WARFIELD  Term  expires  1926 

DR.  CHARLES  GIROUX  Term  expires  1926 

Board  of  Health 
DR.  JACOB  P.  SCHNEIDER, 

Chairman  Term  expires  1925 

'  M.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN  Term  expires  1926 

WILLARD  C.  HITCHCOCK  Term  expires  1924 


Tax  Collector 

JOHN  T.  BROWN  Term  expires 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

ALBERT  S.  GEER  Term  expires  1924 

ALDEN  P.  KNOWLTON  Term  expires  1025 

DAVID  L.  BODFISH  Term  expires  1926 

Road  Commissioners 

THOMAS  J.  MORAN,  Chairman        Term  expires  1923 

JOHN  J.  CONWAY  Term  expires  1926 

CHARLES  A.  TABOR  Term  expires  1924 

Auditors 

FRANCIS  J.  HORGAN 
HOWARD  S.  CURTIS  ROBERT  J.  WILDER 

License  Commissioners 

oscar  bressette         michael  j.  sullivan 
neil  Mcdonald 

Constables 

MICHAEL  COLLINS  BURT  S.  COLLIS 

JAMES  H.  McGEACHEY  LOUIS  N.  PERO 

DAVID  RITCHIE 

Tree  Warden 

JAMES  H.  McGEACHEY 

Fence  Viewers 
LOUIS  G.  BARKER  PURLIN  M.  SHEARER 

Field  Drivers 

SIMEON  H.  DUPUIS  M.  SCOTT  FRENCH 


Town  Clerk's  Report 


RECORDED  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1923 


Number  of  Births,  331 

Deaths,  125 

Marriages,  116 

Chattel  Mortgages,  16 

Discharge  of  Mortgages,  4 
DOGS 

Total  Number,  493 

Males  and  spayed  females,  431 

Females,  62 

Paid  County  Treasurer,  $1,074.55 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the 
following  Vital  Statistics.  It  is  important  that  these  rec- 
ords should  be  correct.  If  any  errors  or  omissions  are 
discovered,  the  Town  Clerk  will  deem  it  a  favor  to  have 
the  same  reported  to  him  at  once  and  he  will  make  the 
corrections  in  accordance  with  the  law. 


BIRTHS 


DATE  NAME  OF  CHILD 
January 

1    Evelyn  L.  Parkin, 

3  Joseph  H.  R.  Authier, 

4  Douglas  C.  Broga, 

7  Jozef  Mietelski, 

8  Dorothy  M.  Mercier, 

9  Boleslaw  Opilowski, 
10    Eileen  V.  Tracy, 

12    Ralph  S'.  Hine, 
12    Josie  Cresneliwicz, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 

Joseph  and  Ida 
Eugene  and  Clara 
Harry  P.  and  Dora 
John  and  Veronica 
Louis  J.  and  Dorothy 
Jozef  and  Jozefa 
George  W.  and  Catherine  I. 
Edwin  H.  and  Lilly 
Joseph  and  Annie 
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DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD 

13  Anna  C.  Hale, 

13  Marie  A.  I.  Porthier, 

15  Gloria  M.  Peppett, 

17  Freeman  M.  Ellis, 

17  Mary  F.  McMahon, 

19  Genovefa  Kovalczyk, 

21  Franciszek  Laska, 

22  John  Duda, 

24  Anna  Theodore, 

25  Thomas  E.  Barber, 

25  Joseph  Starzyk, 

26  Mary  Y.  E.  Maddle, 
26  Rita  M.  MacDonald, 

28  Frederick  Kudla, 

29   •   

February 

1  Thadeus  Jamroj, 

1  Thadeus  Piechota, 

4  Henry  Libera, 

6  Dorothy  D.  McGee, 

8  Agnes  Orluk, 

8  Carroll  B.  Wetherbee, 

9  Eugene  H.  Cady, 
10  Edith  I.  Jackson, 
If  Joseph  Wengel, 
15  Louise  Fifer, 

19  Beatrice  M.  Mansfield, 

20  Muriel  L.  Gaffney, 

22  Earl  Bruyette, 

23  Leo  Mulvey, 

23  Mary  J.  V.  Bleau, 

28  William  F.  Fountain, 

28  Ernest  A.  Clark, 

28  Edward  Pawlowski, 

March 

1  Helen  A.  Hymon, 

2  Kenneth  E.  Rivers, 

3  Joseph  Wilga, 

4  Stephanie  Szklarski, 
4  William  Dion, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 

Lucius  K.  and  Carrie  F. 
Joseph  and  Lidia 
Ernest  D.  and  Katherine 
Freeman  and  Lena  L. 
Michael  D.  and  Francis  G. 
Jozef  and  Antholina 
Andrew  and  Marya 
Jozef  and  Yadwiga 
Peter  and  Mary 
William  E.  and  Giace 
Jozef  and  Bronislawa 
Willie  and  Antoinette 
Donald  and  Mary 
Peter  and  Mary 


Franciszek  and  Marya 
Stanislaw  and  Magdelina 
John  and  Agata 
William  J.  and  Lottie  G, 
Joseph  and  01  ga 
Carroll  and  Clara  H. 
Henry  F.  and  Annie  C. 
Emmett  and  Irene  I. 
John  and  Antonia 
Andrew  and  Rose 
Charles  A.  and  Mabel  E. 
William  J.  and  Mary  L. 

Ira  and  Eva 
James  H.  and  Sadie  F. 
Joseph  A.  and  Blanche  A. 
Arthur  C.  and  Ellen  M. 

Walter  and  Susie 
Wincenty  and  Josephine 


John  and  Helen 
Louis  J.  and  Dorothy 
Thomas  and  Wiktoria 
Michael  and  Apolonia 
John  B.  and  Marie  G. 
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DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 


o 

6 

G 
8 
9 
9 
10 
11 
13 
13 
13 

A 

16 
16 
24 
24 
24 
26 
26 
26 
27 
SO 


Mary  E.  Rathburn, 
Michael  Lakevicius, 
Lillian  M.  Archambault, 
Frank  Szabla, 
Lousaper  Ajemian, 
Stewart  H.  Clough, 
Raymond  A.  St.  John, 
Joseph  Millette, 


Robert  E.  Donovan, 
George  B.  Sherman, 
Mary  Surowski, 
Jean  Kempton, 
Donald  L.  Patterson 
Alexander  Midura, 
Wladek  Lesniak, 
Helen  Bovovvicz, 
Stefania  Banek, 
Elizabeth  Pobieglo, 
Gorden  E.  Loux, 


Reta  L.  Lord, 
Marya  Wisnowski, 
Wladyslaw  Lamenski, 
Amelia  Krol, 


Oliver  N.  and  Daisy  E. 

Michael  and  Helen 
William  N.  and  Eva  M. 

Albert  and  Mary 
Kersam  G.  and  Lucy  G. 
Frank  E.  and  Florence 
Nelson  and  Annie 
Alexander  and  Nora  M. 


Joseph  E.  and  Blanche 
George  B.  and  Hester 
Albert  and  Julia 
Reginald  and  Odna  E. 
George  and  Jessie 
Louis  and  Nellie 
John  and  Mary 
Frank  and  Veronica 
Franciszek  and  Marya 
John  and  Jozefa 
George  B.  and  Lucy 


Alfred  and  Florence 
Stanislaw  and  Zofia 
Boleslaw  and  Alexandria 
Rodolph  and  Anna 


April 


3 
4 
6 
7 
9 
10 
11 
12 
14 
14 
15 


Jessie  M.  York, 
Marie  R.  G.  Dugas, 
Helen  E.  Boudreau, 
Gordon  D.  Mulvey, 
Eddie  Prospere, 
George  F.  Manahan, 
Robert  J.  Deltour, 
Karolina  Midura, 
Michael  Geralowski, 
Joseph  L.  Brothers, 
Nelson  E.  Goodfield, 
Wiktoria  Sasor, 
Anna  O'Connor, 
Joseph  Czapla, 


Henry  and  Merle 
Aime  and  Blanche 
Wilfred  and  Eva  P. 
Frank  M.  and  Margaret 
Anastasio  and  Lidia 
John  I.  and  Bemice 
Joseph  L.  and  Aurelia  M. 
John  and  Apolonia 
Michael  and  Mary 
George  and  Glorina 
Nelson  E.  and  Florence  W. 
Anthony  and  Ludwika 
Edward  J.  and  Esther 
Szpan  and  Julia 


s 


DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD  NAME  OF  PARENTS 


16 

Robert  W.  Lord, 

Arthur  and  Rose 

19 

Mary  Golabek, 

William  and  Agnes 

19 

Josephine  Piechota, 

John  and  Catherine 

19 

John  F.  Domy, 

Dosilva  and  Grace 

19 

Normand  D.  Plante, 

Arthur  J.  and  Lillian 

19 

George  H.  Rivard, 

Evariste  J.  and  Jeanett  M. 

20 

Lois  H.  S'towe, 

Raymond  T.  and  Jean  C. 

20 

Arthur  C.  Spencer, 

Arthur  and  Sadie 

20 

Stanislaw  P.  Korczak, 

Dimr.tro  and  Marya 

22 

Eddie  Czis, 

Stephen  and  Annie 

22 

Francis  J.  Ryan, 

Patrick  F.  and  Marior.  L. 

23 

Ernest  G.  Leviolette, 

Romauld  and  Eve 

9  J. 

Zofia  Tobiesz, 

John  and  Marya 

24 

Irene  M.  Leveillee, 

Henry  and  May^JB. 

25 

Florette  Masse, 

William  and 

27 

Marya  Zimenski, 

Ignacy  and  jc  — 

'  2S 

Joseph  F.  J.  Riel, 

Julian  and  Lina 

28 

Helen  Simonian, 

Charles  and  Agavne 

29 

Jennie  Gryszowska, 

John  and  Josephine 

30 

Eddie  Karaskiewicz, 

Michael  and  Anna 

May 

3 

Joseph  W.  DeMartino, 

Michael  and  Angela 

4 

Donald  J.  Bryant, 

Frederick  and  Mae  A. 

4 

Tedeusz  Lasota, 

Lawrence  and  Mary 

5 

Eleanor  M.  Moriarty, 

John  P.  and  Ora  M. 

p 

OLdUlcV     Ul  ctllKd., 

Aiuei  l  aiui  iiiftry 

7 

Olive  M.  Rondeau, 

Oliver  P.  and  Myra 

7 

Robert  E.  Burford, 

Charles  E.  and  Helen  L. 

9 

Florence  Z.  Grusnieski, 

Wadeslaw  and  Helena 

10 

Gladys  E.  Chavernay, 

Arthur  and  Bernice 

10 

Joseph  Cyron, 

Franciszek  and  Zofia 

11 

Frank  Galliano, 

Joseph  and  Catheiine 

12 
13 

Mary  E.  Fillmore, 

Fred  and  Margaret 

13 

Zofia  Koziol, 

Stanislaw  and  Julia 

14 

Lila  M.  Cooney, 

Harold  J.  and  El>ie  A. 

17 

Samuel  R.  Dunlap, 

William  and  Maggie 

18 

Gloria  M.  Dolan, 

James  T.  and  Helen 

IS 

Warren  E.  Blanchard, 

Edward  R.  and  Rachel  L. 

19 

Edmund  Kargol, 

Franciszek  and  Josephine 

19 

Everett  R.  Dunlop, 

Wilson  and  Agnes 

0 


DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD  NAME  OF  PARENTS 


20 

Misczeslaw  Orluk, 

Stefan  and  Agnieska 

25 

Wladyslaw  Wiuik, 

Wladyslaw  and  Katarzyna 

26 

Russell  S.  French, 

Willard  S.  and  Ida  E 

27 

Anastasia  Kulis, 

Wladyslaw  and  Marya 

27 

Zeto  C.  Libera, 

Anthony  and  Katarzyna 

29 

Edward  Szostek, 

Albert  and  Bridget 

30 

Amiela  Masztel, 

Michael  and  Katarzyna 

30 

Salamon, 

Frank  and  Amelia 

June 

1 

Anna  M.  A.  Demeto, 

Louis  and  Amelia 

1 

Elaine  R.  Pippin, 

Frank  and  Yvonne 

William  A.  Coulter, 

Alfred  and  Jane 

4 

Gladys  M.  Sheldon, 

Nathan  J.  and  May  E. 

4 

Albert  C.  Majka, 

Peter  and  Martianna 

5 

Wladyslaw  Dominik, 

Nikodem  and  Elenora 

6 

Emelia  Czapryna, 

Franciszek  and  Bronisl&wa 

9 

James  F.  Loftus, 

James  F.  and  Yvonne  A. 

10 

Dorothy  Smola, 

Pawcll  and  Honorata 

12 

Helen  Carty, 

Hazen  W.  and  Florence  E. 

12 

Sally  Tukas, 

William  and  Rosi^ 

12 

Mathilda  Kwasmienski, 

Andrew  and  Bronislawa 

14 

Mary  Zimbienski, 

Jacob  and  Mar:' 

14 

Frances  Smeigel, 

William  and  Annie 

14 

George  M.  Swanson, 

Arvid  0.  and  Alice  P. 

15 

Zigmont  Emelia n, 

Zigmont  and  Marya 

18 

Albert  R.  Richardson, 

Clarence  and  Carrie  F, 

;  18 

Arthur  M.  Richardson, 

Clarence  and  Carrie  P,. 

21 

Edward  Dunn,  \*m^mm^ 

Dennis  E.  and  Margaret  H, 

23 

Paul  M.  Francesketti, 

Dominic  and  Ruby  M. 

23 

Fay  M.  Nay  lor, 

Irvin  and  Stella  G. 

23 

Joseph  Cholewa, 

Felix  and  Zofia 

25 

James  H.  Fitzgerald, 

James  H.  and  Mary  F, 

26 

Edward  C.  Smith, 

Michael  C.  and  Clara  M. 

26 

Jennie  Cascella, 

Dominik  and  Sofia 

26 

Joseph  Kownia, 

John  and  Catherine 

27 

Ann  C.  MacLeod, 

Herbert  and  Christina 

27 

Philip_I^4wHwa^, 

Charles  E.  and  Mabel 

27 

Mieczyslaw  Mastalerz, 

John  and  Franciska 

27 

Edward  W.  Wojniwicz, 

Michael  and  Mary 

28 

Stanislaw  Bernat, 

John  and  Caroline 
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DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD 

28    Madeline  Young, 
30    Paul  L.  Gates, 
30    Pawell  Siok, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 

Fred  A.  and  Edith 
Louis  and  Mary 
Pawell  and  Wadyslawa 


July 

± 

canton  sh.  xsorvm, 

u\iiia  ana  n.i.-.ie 

A 

4 

Marion  L.  Oertel, 

Walter  K.  and  Gertrude  ca. 

A 

4 

Frances  T.  Twiss, 

Frank  K.  and  Emma 

o 

Donald  S.  Bruce, 

Harold  W.  and  Florence 

0 

Jennie  I.  Sieroinkowski, 

Bronislaw  and  Antholina 

/? 
o 

uar\  ei  ivi.  Goto, 

Harry  and  Virginia 

6 

Edward  P.  Gould, 

Ezra  P.  and  Annie 

7 

Mabel  J.  Bengle, 

Emile  and  Elsie 

rt 

1 

Patricia  M.  Austin, 

John  and  Winifred 

Q 

O 

Mary  a  Koch  an  ek, 

Michael  and  KaroKna 

Q 
O 

Edwin  F.  Chouinard, 

J_.ro  and  JUla  \s . 

10 

Frank  Surowiecki, 

Andrew  and  Wiktorya 

12 

Alphonse  Lagenza, 

Stanislaw  and  Katarzyna 

xieien  iv.  urzai, 

Andrew  and  Mary  a 

Peter  Duda, 

Peter  and  K&t&rzyna 

14 

odlUCO    J-J.  JLVUUgCX.>, 

V^ltll  Cj  ICtJ  J-j.  cillU  Hi (.11  Lie  aim 

15 

Edward  Frydyrk, 

Anthony  and  Agata 

17 

Julia  L.  Sullivan, 

James  and  Esther 

18 
19 
20 

Margaret  I.  Payne, 

James  W.  and  Clara 

Theodore  N.  Pincince, 

Bert  J.  and  Louise  M. 

2G 

Barbara  L.  Swain, 

Robert  A.  and  Marguerite 

27 

Gertrude  H.  Chesnelewicz, 

John  and  Alexandria 

27 
28 
30 

Alfred  V.  Fioroni, 

Domenico  and  Mabel  L. 

Garfield  J.  Ross, 

Joseph  and  Grace 

30 

David  Skowyra, 

Joseph  and  Josie 

31 

Roy  W.  Hiersche, 

Ernest  and  Lida 

August 

2    June  M.  Rooney, 
2    Adolph  Zahara, 
2    Joseph  Both  well, 
6    Jean  C.  Payne, 
9    Stefania  E.  Broton, 


Arthur  and  Carrie 
John  and  Marya 
Joseph  C.  and  Katherine 
Harrison  and  Lena 
Adam  and  Marya 


11 

1G  Dorothy  McConkey, 

17  Francis  D.  Columbia, 

17  Arthur  A.  Erickson, 

18  Annie  Majka, 
20  Norma  Gardner, 

20  John  H.  Kelly, 

21  Rudolph  Frydryk, 

22  William  D.  Cameron, 

23  Roberta  Y.  Mercer, 

23  Frederick  Brouilette, 

24  Bernadette  C.  Chaput, 
24  Veronika  Brozek, 

24  William  Krzynowek, 

26  Ernest  W.  Carey, 

27  Wilfred  G.  Coache, 

28  Clarence  Strzemienski, 
28  Joseph  A.  Camerlin, 

September 

1  Blondyna  Giza, 

2  Edward  Wurbel, 

2  Marie  E.  Jascenski, 

5     

5  Albin  W.  Les, 

7  Victor  A.  Pardol, 

8  Wilfred  J.  Brothers, 

8  Irma  It.  Ruckley, 

9  Karen  G.  Olson, 
9  Edith  M.  Dymon, 

10  Donald  N.  Rollet, 

14  Joseph  Karcz, 

14  John  Karzol, 

15  Armond  G.  Touisaint, 

16  Virginia  B.  Violant, 

17  Edmond  Zardzinowski, 
17  Charles  S.  Gardner, 

IS  Stanley  Pietryka, 

IS  John  K.  MacKenzie, 

19  Tomasz  Pilch, 
19  Pearl  Kamenski, 

19     

19  Wladyslaw  Robak, 


George  H.  and  Mary  J. 

Daniel  0.  and  Lianna 
Arthur  and  Irene 
Lawrence  and  Marya 
Elmer  R.  and  Vera 
John  and  Ida 
Peter  and  Antholina 
Walter  L.  and  Esther 
Robert  M.  and  Gladys  M. 
Frederick  and  Mary 
Homer  and  Pauline 
Simon  and  Honorata 
John  and  Mary 
Ernest  R.  and  Edna 
Phillip  and  Anna 
Joseph  and  Annie 
Cilas  and  Elizabeth 


Albert  and  Mary 
Joseph  and  Mary 
Francis  and  Kathleen 


Joseph  J.  and  Bronislawa 
Joseph  and  Katherine 
Edward  and  Emma 
Henry  and  Julia  T. 
Christian  and  Gertrude 
Joseph  and  Sophie 
Louis  F.  and  Evelyn 
Peter  and  Julia 
Frank  and  Katy 
Eudore  and  Cora 
James  and  Josephine 
Wladyslaw  and  Nellie 
Kenneth  and  Rena 
John  and  Catherine 
John  K.  and  Mildred  B. 
Martin  and  Yadwiga 
Stanley  and  Annie 


Maceij  and  Mary 
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DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 


20  Ralph  S.  Smith, 

22  America  Salgado, 

22  Mary  M.  Broulett, 

23  William  F|  Cavanaugh, 

23  Frank  Orluk, 

24  Lillian  M.  Shea, 
24  Victoria  Czech, 

24  Minnie  Ziebrowski, 

26  Eugene  R.  Bebeau, 

29  Anastasia  Byczenski, 


Elmer  N.  and  Anna  M. 
Paul  and  Maria 
Arthur  and  Lucy 
Joseph  and  Mary 
Alexander  and  Helen 
Patrick  M.  and  Joanna 
John  J.  and  Agnes 
Eustachy  and  Annie 
Eugene  P.  and  Aurore 
Peter  and  Frances 


October 

1  Rosemary  Shea, 

1  Robert  T.  Shea, 

2  Patience  M.  LaDuke, 

4  Andrew  A.  Milewski, 

5  Stephen  Bodnar, 

7  Doris  A.  Le Grand, 

7  Joseph  N.  Piscitelli, 

7  Leonard  H.  Hartley, 

8  Jozefat  Baldyga, 

11  Tessie  Siegal, 

12  Salomea  Fedewicz, 

13  Edward  Krzepka, 

14  Matilda  Karczmarczyk, 

15  Chester  R.  Hall, 

15  Stan  i  si  aw  Skutnik, 

16  Stephen  V.  Gilligan, 
K)  Constant  Bulowski, 

Is  Josephine  Lukaszkiwicz, 

19  Clarence  G.  Fredette. 

19  Charles  K.  Bigda, 

21  Angela  Bialourski, 

26  Stella  Furgal, 

24  William  Baljewicz, 

27  Edward  H.  Bogacz, 

28  Eleonore  Topor, 
28  John  W.  Rourke, 
28  Albert  L.  Evasus, 
30  Tressa  Zisk, 

33  William  F.  McGowan, 


Daniel  F.  and  Margaret  E. 
Daniel  F.  and  Margaret  E. 
Elton  P.  and  Elizabeth 
Stanislaw  and  Mary 
Stephen  and  Pauline  M. 

David  and  Alice 
Nicholas  and  Madaline 
Samuel  H.  and  Eva 
Julian  and  Mary  a 
Felix  and  Katie 
Michael  and  Adelia 
Joseph  and  Helen 
Anthony  and  Julia 
Roy  E.  and  Rachel 
Benedict  and  Marya 
Gerald  and  Adelaide 
Walter  and  Mary 
Franciszek  and  Pauline 
Clarence  H.  and  Anna 
Antoni  and  Wiktorya 
Kasper  and  Anna 
Michael  and  Caroline 
George  and  Valeria 
Michael  and  Karolina 
John  and  Veronika 
John  W.  and  Gertrude  K. 
Peter  and  Katherine 
Stefan  and  Rosie 
Alvin  and  Irene 
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DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD 


November 

1  Carl  Elmer  Edberg, 

1  Helena  S.  Drechsler, 

2  Felicya  Papuga, 

3  Wanda  J.  Swiderski, 
3  Martianna  Pardo, 

3  Alice  E.  Mohammed, 
'■)  Stanley  Dombkowski, 

4  John  R.  Hermanson, 

6  Sofia  Boufedes, 
12  Eraelia  Izk, 

12  Apolonia  Roman, 

13  Jan  Treciak, 

15  Carolyn  M.  Dupre, 

16  Zofia  Sowa, 

16  Thomas  Janovviec, 

17  Donald  H.  McAdam, 
20  Francis  Belisle, 

20  Annie  Jawejsias, 

22  Ronald  S.  Humphrey, 

23  Ellsworth 'A.  Buckman, 

24  Wanda  A.  Majka, 

25  Adelaide  K.  Chudy, 
2G  Robert  A.  Prindle, 
2G  Bernard  E.  Ditto, 
27  Jozef  K.  Bisiewicz, 
30  Jan  Lis, 

December 

2  Clifford  A.  Phaneuf, 

2  Anna  B.  Griswold, 

3  Norman  W.  Fulton, 

4  Dorothy  M.  Manley, 
4  Mary  Bradlenski, 

4  Fernado  George, 

4  Dorothy  M.  Vennert, 

4  Anthony  Casbarro, 

5  Burdette  Hyland, 
G  Kendrick  McKee, 

7  John  A.  Talmadge, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 


Carl  M.  and  Edna  A. 
William  and  Anna  L. 
Frank  and  Sofia 
Jan  and  Mary 
Jan  and  Stefania 
Hadji  and  Esther 
Frank  and  Mary 
Einer  and  Olive 
Evamgelos  and  Kafchrina 
Wladyslaw  and  Julia 
Stanislaw  and  Marya 
Wojciech  and  Wiktorya 
Clarence  and  Annabelle 
Stanislaw  and  Karoline 
Martin  and  Bertha 
Henry  J.  and  Margaret 
George  P.  and  Irene  C. 
Raymond  and  Adela 
John  O.  and  Maria 
Vernon  V.  and  Edna 
Stanislaw  and  Katarzyna 
Francis  and  Wiktorya 
Ashley  W.  and  Miriam  E. 
Arthur  W.  and  Isabelle  M. 
Wladyslaw  and  Marya 
Jan  and  Marya 


Arthur  G.  and  Inez  B. 
William  F.  and  Anna  B. 

George  and  Eva 
Ralph  A.  and  Florence 
John  W.  and  Mary 
Antjni  and  Jactnta 
James  A.  and  Elenor  L. 

John  and  Carmela 
Carl  W.  and  Josephine 
Thomas  W.  and  Margaret 
George  A.  and  Miriam 
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DATE    NAME  OF  CHILD 


NAME  OF  PARENTS 


7 

Julia  Spis, 

John  and  Mary 

7 

Helen  Spis, 

John  and  Mary 

7 

John  R.  Ahearn, 

John  R.  and  Mary  B. 

10 

Bernice  Belisle, 

David  and  Catherine 

10 

Dominick  B.  Liza, 

Frank  and  Annie 

11 

Alexander  Szelenski, 

Josef  and  Katarzyna 

11 

Ardelle  Sarno, 

John  and  Margaret 

14 

Ruth  M.  Babineau, 

Arthur  J.  and  Alexina 

14 

Marya  H.  Kusek, 

Jan  and  Katarzyna 

15 

Harry  F.  Giffin, 

Harry  F.  and  Florence 

z2 

John  E.  Cahill, 

John  E.  and  Gertrude  A. 

23 

Horace  A.  Leroux. 

Alfred  and  Meda 

24 
26 

Joseph  Ungrady, 

Michael  and  Marya 

26 

Joseph  Banash, 

Michael  and  Julia 

28 

Shirley  J  Smith, 

Grover  C.  and  Lena 

30 

George  A.  Hewitt. 

Harold  T.  and  Irene  G. 

30 

Tadeusz  Janelewicz, 

Josef  and  Bronislawa 

31 

Frank  C.  Wysmulek, 

Pranciszek  and  Theofilia 

31 

Muriel  Smith, 

William  F.  and  Lydia  G. 

January 
]  'ate  Groom 
Date  Groom 
Date  Groom 
Date  Groom 

4 

6 


MARRIAGES 


Residence 
Residence 
Residence 
Residence 


John  Furgat,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Arthur  G.  Wetherell, 

Monson 

15  Joseph  Ryzak,  Fairfield,  Ct. 
io  George  E.  Keithan,  Palmer 
29    Casimirus  Malzenski, 

Warren 

February 

5  Levi  Dudley,  Belchertown 

6  Franciszek  Cyran,  Palmer 
12  John  Szuba,  Palmer 
12    Edward  R.  Blanchard, 

Palmer 

12    Lloyd  W.  Rogers,  Palmer 


Bride 

Residence 

Bride 

Residence 

Bride 

Residence 

Bride 

Residence 

Katarzyna  Kowijnia, 

Palmer 

Anna  C.  Jackson, 

Palmer 

Elenora  Twardqwska, 

Palmer 

Rose  M.  Englehart, 

Palmer 

Anna  Kapinos, 

Palmer 

Mary  G.  McDonald,  Belchertown 

Zona  Rachmaciej, 

Palmer 

Anna  Kloczkowska, 

Palmer 

Rachel  L.  Carbery, 

Worcester 

Beatrice  F.  Dennis, 

Palmei 

14  Thomas  H.  Hewitt,  Palmer 
17    David  H.  McKenzie,  Palmer 


Irene  G.  Lynn, 
Pauline  R.  McMillan. 


Palmer 


March 

Robert  W.  Stimpson, 

Wallingford,  Ct. 
2 -     Henry  W.  Day,  Springfield 

April 

_    Clarence  L.  Sweeney, 

Worcester 

7    Petsr  Tavolassi,  Springfield 
Clarence  Fredette,  Palmer 

14  Arthur  J.  Brouilette, 

St.  Albans,  Vt. 

15  Walter  Stocks, 

Jewett  City,  Ct. 
IS    Christopher  Douglas, 

Gilbertville 
19  Jakob  Kivior,  Palmer 
23    Joseph  E.  Cavanaugh, 

Belchertown 

23  Ignatius  Bozek, 

Hartford,  Ct. 

24  Frank  Cebula,  Ware 

24  Frank  E.  Albro,  Palmer 
27  Albert  Law,  Palmer 
May 

Clyde  A.  Worby,  Palmer 
E    Harry  Jondrow,  Springfield 
14    Louis  P.  Demers,  Palmer 
14    Harold  L.  Dodge,  Palmer 
23    John  H.  Newell,  Beverly 

25  Alphonse  Poisson,  Palmer 
20  Josephus  Morawiec,  Ludiow 
30    William  D.  McCarthy, 

W.  Springfield 

J  jne 

4    Ralph  E.  Tupper, 

Wilbraham 
7    Oscar  K.  Jones,  Palmer 
Raymond  L.  Parkhurst, 

Springfield 


Winchendon 


Olive  J.  Moulton,  Fiskdale 
Florence  Armstrong,  Springfield 


Kathryn  E.  Moriarty,  Worcester 

Annetta  Lena,  Palmer 

Anna  Tromblay,  Palmer 

Lucy  Murray,  Palmer 

Verteen  E.  Freak,  Palmer 

Mary  L.  Mullen,  Gilbertville 

Wanda  Motyka,  Palmer 

Mary  E.  McCutlough,  Palmer 

Louise  Skrzyniarz,  Palmer 

Anna  Bigda,  Palmer 
Rebecca  E.  Huey,  Easthampton 

Roda  McCollom,  Palmer 

Olive  M.  Clough,  Palmer 

Pearl  L.  Cummings,  Palmer 

Rose  Pellitier,  Palmer 

Laura  M.  Chabot,  Palmer 

Bessie  M.  Jones,  Beverly 

Marieanne  Chaput,  Palmer 

Mary  Marcinek,  Palmer 

Susan  M.  Conway,  Palmer 


Bernice  H.  Lano,  Wilbraham 
Marion  L.  Albro,  Palmer 

Ruth  M.  Young,  Springfield 
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11  Joss  P.  Tavares,  Palmer 
11    Stephen  J.  Oleksak,  Palmer 

11  John  R.  Decelle,  Palmer 

12  Jacob  M.  Ecker,  Palmer 

17  Zadig  Kavonian,  Springfield 

18  Robert  H.  Harrington, 

Ware 

18    James  J.  Berry,  Palmer 

23  George  F.  Merchant, 

Monson 

24  Clifford  T.  Fitzgerald, 

Palmer 

30  Orman  L.  Grindell,  Monson 
July 

2    Arthur  Deslongchamps, 

Palmer 

2  Napoleon  Laviolette,  Palmer 
6    Edward  E.  Shorkey, 

Hartford,  Ct. 
1G    Aurelien  J.  Paquette, 

Palmer 

23    Hugh  A.  Ross,  Chicopee 

30  Richard  Coyer,  Palmer 

31  Edward  T.  Brackett, 

Palmer 


Maria  da  Luz, 
Sophie  Pisarski, 
Lea  A.  Bressette, 
Miriam  Rotenberg, 
Anna  Simonian, 

Mary  M.  Loftus, 
Minnie  Henrichon 

Beatrice  C.  Munroe, 

Catherine  F.  Collins 
Edna  J.  Fletcher, 


Palmer 
Palmer 
Palmer 
Dorchester 
Palmer 

Palmer 
Palmer 

Palmer 

Palmer 
Monson 


Rose  Labelle,  Palmer 

Albertine  Lamoureux,  Palmer 

Marion  Woodhead,  Palmer 

Beatrice  T.  Charland,  Ware 

Mary  Dow,  Chicopee 

Virginia  D.  Lamoreux,  Palmer 


Theckla  Jones, 


Palmer 


August 

G    Rigoberto  Escriva, 

Wi  lb  rah  am 
9    Harold  W.  Brainerd, 

Palmer 

13  LeRoy  A.  Straight, 

So.  Kingston,  R.  I. 

14  Victor  McDonald,  Palmer 
1G  John  P.  Reed,  Springfield 
22  George  F.  Tibbetts,  Palmer 
18  Francis  Blair,  Palmer 

27    Arthur  Lafranchaise, 

Palmer 


Adelia  Barras,  Wilbraham 

Hattie  G.  Flynt,  Palmer 

Hazel  D.  Crowe, 

Providence,  R.  I. 
Johanna  McDonald,  Somerville 
Mollie  E.  Barton,  Palmer 
Rose  M.  Wolfe,  Montague 
Elizabeth  W.  Moncrieffe, 

Ludlow 


Irene  Brouilette, 


Palmer 
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Date     (iroom  Residence 

September 

1  Arthur  Vitaria,  Palmer 

3  Raymond  F.  Ladue,  Palmer 

3  Joseph  Kalczynski,  Palmer 

3  Georga  A.  Bressette,  Palmer 

4  Lawrence  Kardynal,  Palmer 
4  Thomas  D.  Frame,  Palmer 
8  Robert  W.  Bodfish,  Palmer 

13    Charles  Swanson, 

Worcester 

10    Leon  J.  Jenard,  Palmer 

10  Oliver  Beauregard,  Palmer 

11  Augustyn  Lapo,  Worcester 
15  Fred  Fishburn,  Palmer 
-17    Wilfred  G.  Babineau, 

Palmer 

October 

1  Eugene  Graveline,  Palmer 
8    William  F.  Carmody, 

Palmer 

8    William  J.  Doyle, 

12  Eldred  W.  Gould, 

Springfield 

13  Ejbert  Johnson,  Palmer 
13  William  B.  Mace,  Palmer 
15  Stanislaus  Kowal,  Palmer 
22    Joseph  H.  Dextradeur, 

Ware 

22  Nelson  Gauthier,  Palmer 
24  Henry  O.  Kelly,  Fitchburg 
24  Frank  J.  Jarvis,  Palmer 
27    Thomas  Waterhouse,  Jr, 

Palmer 

27  Stewart  Blair,  Palmer 

28  Walter  F.  Calkins,  Palmer 

29  Frank  Cardinale,  Palmer 
29  John  Popielarz,  Palmer 
31    George  F.  Pinchette,  Hadley 

November 
4    Victor  Raymond, 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. 


Bride  Residence 


Sarah  M.  McCollom, 

Palmer 

Rowena  B.  Kimball, 

Palmer 

Mary  Bernat, 

Palmer 

Irene  B.  Gregoire, 

Ware 

Rosie  Lysok, 

Ludlow 

Elizabeth  E.  Fletcher, 

Palmer 

Marjorie  C.  Palmer, 

Newton 

Alice  F.  Smith 

Palmer 

Beatrice  Babin, 

Palmer 

Helen  Swierk, 

Palmer 

Rozalia  Kielbas, 

Palmer 

Lucille  Gentry,  Northampton 

Yvonne  Desforge, 

Palmer 

Wilda  Dupont, 

Palmer 

Genevieve  Fowler, 

Taunton 

Helen  C.  Mosher, 

Palmer 

Mary  J.  Kenyon, 

Palmer 

Helen  Norberg, 

Palmer 

Anna  McCarthy, 

Monson 

Catharine  Rusek, 

Palmer 

Stefania  M.  Strzepek, 

Palmer 

Mary  A.  Brodeur,  Springfield 

Elizabeth  C.  Riddle, 

Palmer 

Katherine  A.  Lovett,  Springfield 

Elizabeth  F.  Heathcock, 

Lowell 

Lily  Fell, 

Palmer 

Mary  A.  Wallace, 

Palmer 

Pasqualina  Celentano, 

Monson 

Balbina  Lulek, 

Palmer 

Gertrude  S.  Connor, 

Palmer 

Leona  Lefebvre, 

Palmer 
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Date     Groom  Residence 


3 

Sigfrecl  Peterson, 

Palmer 

Edwin  Woodhouse, 

Palmer 

17 

Cyril  Roberts, 

Palmer 

19 

Sypowski  Bernard, 

Palmer 

19 

Philip  E.  McTigue, 

Palmer 

John  T.  Brown, 

Palmer 

26 

Leroy  Ains, 

Palmer 

29 

Joseph  Potyralo, 

Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

29 

Francis  Jezyk, 

Ware 

December 

5 

Robert  A.  Clark, 

Palmer 

i> 

Macke  Georcopoolos 

Patterson,  N.  J. 

12 

Arthur  F.  Grant, 

M on son 

12 

James  P.  Ferguson, 

Monson 

13 

Jose  Pereira, 

Palmer 

22 

Harold  S.  White, 

Ludlow 

22 

Harold  F.  Lamb, 

Palmer 

2^ 

Harold  E.  Calkins, 

Palmer 

26 

Vinus  L.  Shortcleeve, 

Palmer 

26 

Armand  Baniault, 

Palmer 

29 

Ervin  E.  Faye, 

Palmer 

29 

John  J.  Cullen,  Springfield 

Bride  Residence 

Odna  Demers,  Brimfield 

Adelaide  Liggett,  Palmer 

Lodovine  Benoit,  Palmer 

Rozalia  Kostrzeba,  Palmer 

Emma  M.  Gaudette,  Palmer 
Gertrude  M.  Shea,  Belchertown 

Delrose  Jenard,  Palmer 

Emelia  Pabian,  Palmer 

Mary  Kos,  .  Palmer 

Mary  Cole,  Palmer 

Golfo  Angolos,  Palmer 

Daisy  J.  Stinson,  Monson 

Eleanor  A.  Macabee,  Palmer 

Maria  Melia,  Palmer 

Minnie  E.  Clifford,  Palmer 

Harriet  Payne,  Palmer 

Albea  E.  Theberge,  Palmer 

Ruth  A.  Crafts,  Palmer 

Angelina  Fountain,  Palmer 

Nettie  M.  Rogers.  Palmer 


Margaret  T.  Murphy. 

Wilbraham 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  PALMER,  1923 

Date       Name  Years     Months  Days 


January 


1 

Rufus  Flynt, 

36 

9 

7 

1 

Marie  Belisle, 

77 

9 

6 

1 

Sybil  F.  Calkins, 

77 

2 

11 

1 

Frank  M.  Eager, 

93 

11 

27 

12 

Ella  B.  White, 

29 

8 

13 

Joseph  Lazer, 

3 

10 

16 

George  W.  Sumner, 

51 

4 

17 

16 

Nanda  E.  Lanard, 

1 

7 

22 

Catherine  Mansfield, 

58 

11 

6 
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Date  Name 

20  Margaret  M.  Packard, 

24  Louise  M.  Sumner, 

24  Sarah  J.  Booth, 

24  Mary  McAdam, 
29  Still  born, 

February 

10  Genovefa  Kulis, 

11  Mary  E.  Banks, 

13  Colby  C.  Learned, 

14  Jane  A.  Hamilton, 

14  Aurore  M.  Brassette, 

15  Marie  Gebo, 

15  James  H.  Hughes, 

28  Minnie  B.  Waterhouse, 

27  Rose  A.  Raymond, 

March 

4  John  H.  McBride, 

6  Louis  Cears, 

11  Mary  L.  Smith, 

20  William  F.  Fountain, 
23  Henry  S.  Hobson, 

25  Stanley  Skowyra, 
31  Elmer  D.  Lamb, 

April 

2  Albert  H.  Weaver, 

7  Mary  E.  Lyons, 
10  Mary  Sullivan, 

12  Nancy  E.  Holbrook, 
14  Addison  D.  Moore, 
14  Still  born, 

14  Anna  O'Connor, 

12  Clara  M.  Marcy, 

14  John  Rusek, 

19  Mary  Surowiecki, 

21  Pierre  Chabot, 

29  Joseph  Nowak, 

28  Alice  L.  LeGro, 

29  Carroll  B.  Wetherbee, 
10  Azadoohi  Kavonian, 
10  Nellie  A.  Tilden, 


Years    Months  Days 


86 

6 

11 

75 

9 

23 

43 

5 

20 

65 

10 

16 

— 

1 

23 

18 

2 

9 

79 

5 

25 

84 

— 

6 

23 

6 

4 

75 

11 

4 

68 

7 

20 

39 

7 

24 

60 

4 

21 

65 

11 

22 

81 

7 

14 

76 

4 

2 

20 

82 

14 

29 

3 

12 

14 

5 

2 

88 

8 

63 

1 

27 

69 

77 

3 

8 

83 

11 

16 

—  6  — 
76  8  — 
63  —  — 

—  17 
74  7  9 
55  —  — 
71  2  22 

—  2  20 

—  —  27 
62  5  27 


Date  Name 


20 


Years    Months  Days 


31  ay 


1 

Albert  A.  Sherman, 

75 

27 

3 

Anna  M.  Lewis, 

66 

11 

21 

4 

Charles  A.  Fountain, 

6 

10 

X* 

4 

Donald  C.  Walder, 

3 

— 

4 

6 

Gloria  M.  Pepett, 

— 

3 

21 

13 

Elizabeth  A.  Griffin, 

58 

9 

1 

18 

Roland  Beebe, 

65 

— 

— ■ 

17 

Orono  M.  Richardson, 

80 

2 

27 

20 

Hormidas  Champagne, 

62 

— 

— 

20 

Cedulie  M.  Paradise, 

49 

3 

11 

20 

Sarah  J.  LeBeau, 

61 

10 

22 

21 

Alexander  Lovejoy, 

30 

3 

— 

21 

U  Willi      XX.      O  UV\  CiOy 

35 

25 

Irene  M.  McKelligott, 

45 

1 

13 

June 

3 

Silas  B.  Keith, 

52 

9 

20 

1  9 

o  yjiill   JT trLcxblMJ, 

14 

Clara  Sarna, 

10 

15 

14 

Frances  Smigle, 

5  hours 

24 

Ira  F.  Jones, 

S3 

5 

24 

26 

Albert  Godek, 

62 





29 

Edward  C.  Smith, 



o 
o 

29 

Kunegunda  Wojciek, 

70 

July 

19 

Joseph  Smeagle, 

16 

2 

16 

19 

Still  born, 

23 

Michael  Migut, 

37 

9 

19 

August 

Q 
O 

Charlotte  E.  Cross, 

73 

11 

16 

8 

John  Izyk, 

55 

8 

Ellen  A.  Waite, 

•  77 

6 

3 

11 

Louis  Leveille, 

101 

5 

30 

12 

Alexandria  Chesnelevicz, 

37 

13 

Jane  E.  Calkins, 

79 

8 

7 

17 

Daniel  J.  Sugrue, 

61 

7 

17 

20 

Michalda  Stachowicz, 

2 

6 

30 

21 

Mary  Baldiga, 

50 

22 

William  D.  Cameron, 

2  hours 

24 

Hmeline  Joslin, 

82' 

7 

4 
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Date  Name 

25  Thomas  W  Kenefick, 

27  Gertrude  E.  Snyder, 

28  Earnest  W.  Carey, 

30  Charles  W.  Whitney, 

31  Jane  B.  Calkins, 

September 

5  Still  born, 

12  Clara  C.  Chaples, 

13  Marceline  Bousquet, 
19  Still  born, 

23  Carlton  Boivin, 

7  Joseph  Dupuis, 

7  Five  minutes, 

October 

2  Anastasia  Byczenski, 

3  John  Conlan, 
5  Robert  Shea, 

5  Stephens  Bodnar, 

7  Dennis  Bennett, 

11  Rosemary  Shea, 

15  Mary  E.  Marsh, 

26  Ella  E.  Moore, 
30  Randolph  Beebe, 

November 

2  Patrick  J.  Coffey, 

2  Unknown, 

3  George  L.  Warriner, 
9  Alice  Turner, 

10  Frank  Kostrzeba, 

15  Robert  W.  Casey, 

15  Rose  A.  Lamy, 

19  Ludwig  Smoala, 

21  Frank  Wozniak, 

21  Anne  Jawejsias, 

29  Catherine  Bothwell, 
18  Ida  Weiner, 

December 

1  Mary  L.  Fauteux, 

2  Wanda  Skaza, 


Years  Months  Days 


G7 

11 

8 

48 

5 

26 
2 

58 

9 

25 

71 

1 

25 

37 

10 

18 

68 



2 

23 

45 

6 

1 

3 

G7 

— 

5 

5  hours 

69 

___ 



11 

77 



29 

60 

4 

9 

83 

5 

10 

63 

6 

12 

52 

6 

6 

61 

3 

28 

6 

7 

28 



7 

1 

64 

4 

38 

22 

4 

23 

13  hours 

60 

54 

75 

4 

6 

7 

Date 

Name 

Years 

Months 

Days 

5 

Kate  M.  Buck, 

66 

2 

17 

6 

Hiram  E.  W.  Clark, 

88 

7 

21 

10 

Burdette  Hyland, 

5 

10 

Josephine  Tryon, 

66 

11 

Mary  Piechota, 

1 

7 

o 

14 

Ella  A.  Goodale, 

73 

2 

o 

o 

24 

Albina  Dandelin, 

36 

27 

Edmund  Kargol, 

7 

8 

JOHN  F.  FOLEY,  Town  Clerk. 


Selectmen's  Report 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
port : 

ORGANIZATION.  The  Board  organized  with  the 
choice  of  William  B.  Kerigan  as  Chairman,  and  Frank  G. 
Rogers  as  Clerk. 

APPOINTMENTS.  Thomas  W.  Kenefick  was  ap- 
pointed Town  Counsel;  Harriette  Paine,  Bookkeeper; 
Louis  E.  Chandler,  Burial  Agent;  David  L.  Bodfish,  Sup- 
erintendent of  Graves ;  M.  Scott  French,  Chief  Engineer ; 
Louis  Leveillee,  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures;  Fred  H. 
Smith  and  Michael  H.  Davitt,  Inspectors  of  Animals; 
Timothy  J.  Crimmins,  Chief  of  Police. 

Early  in  the  year  Dennis  E.  O'Connor  resigned  his 
office  as  Assessor,  and  the  Selectmen,  in  joint  convention 
with  the  remaining  Assessors,  appointed  Henry  L.  Holden 
to  serve  as  Assessor  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  or 
until  another  is  qualified. 

George  LaDuke,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  License 
Commissioners,  resigned  his  office  on  account  of  removal 
from  town,  and  the  Selectmen  and  the  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  License  Commissioners  appointed 
Neil  McDonald  to  serve  as  license  commissioner  until  the 
r.ext  annual  meeting,  or  until  another  is  qualified. 

Under  authority  of  the  vote  passed  at  the  annual 
meeting  the  Selectmen  made  a  contract  with  the  Central 
Massachusetts  Electric  Company  for  lighting  the  streets. 
The  contract  called  for  447  lights  at  $21.85  per  light  per 
year,  being  the  same  price  as  the  year  previous. 
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Fees  for  junk  licenses  were  increased  from  $35.00  to 
$50.00. 

The  petition  of  Henry  D.  Converse,  pending  in  the 
Superior  Court,  for  a  determination  of  the  amount  of 
damages  to  be  paid  for  the  taking  of  the  lot  on  Converse 
Street  for  the  new  high  school,  was  tried  before  a  jury 
in  December  and  a  verdict  brought  in  for  the  petitioner 
for  the  sum  of  $17,500.00,  with  interest  from  the  time  of 
taking  amounting  to  $1,137.00,  making  a  total  of  $18,637. 

The  litigation  with  James  H.  Murphy,  the  contractor 
who  built  the  Wenimesset  School  at  Three  Rivers,  is  still 
pending  in  the  Superior  Court.  During  the  year  a  num- 
ber of  hearings  have  been  held  before  the  master  and 
one  or  two  more  hearings  will  be  necessary  before  the 
master  will  be  able  to  make  his  report. 

The  case  of  Bernard  A.  Kaplan  of  Boston,  pending 
»  in  the  Superior  Court  at  Boston,  for  injuries  alleged  to 

have  been  sustained  in  August,  1922,  on  the  River  Road, 
-o-called,  running  from  the  village  of  Thorndike  to  Forest 
Lake,  has  not  yet  been  reached  for  trial. 

«  Several  small  cases  growing  out  of  alleged  defects 
in  highways  have  been  adjusted  by  the  Board,  the  total 
amount  paid  in  settlement  of  all  the  claims  being  less  than 
$100.00. 

Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  with  the  surety 
company  involved  for  an  adjustment  of  its  obligation  to 
the  Town  upon  the  several  bonds  of  J.  A.  Hawkes  as  Tax 
Collector.  The  late  Judge  Thomas  W.  Kenefick  had  this 
matter  in  charge  and  it  was  necessarily  delayed  by  his 
illness  and  death.  The  new  Town  Counsel  has  not  had 
an  opportunity  to  press  the  matter  to  a  termination,  but 
lias  taken  it  up  with  the  counsel  for  the  surety  company 
and  expects  to  have  final  settlement  made  soon. 

Acting  under  authority  of  vote  passed  under  Article 
48  of  the  warrant  for  the  annual  meeting  in  1923,  a 
lease  has  been  procured  from  David  F.  and  Frances  C. 


i  1  Ion  of  the  lock-up  and  tramp  room  for  the  term  of  te 
ars  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1050. 

The  Selectmen  have  also  completed  the  purchase  of 
Franklin  I.  Brown  lot,  so-called,  on  Pleasant  Street, 
adjoining  the  town  storehouse,  as  authorized  by  vote  at 
e  last  annual  town  meeting,  for  $200.00,  also  adjusting 
the  same  time  a  claim  brought  by  the  guardian  of  Mr. 
Brown  for  use  of  the  land  for  a  period  of  years  for  $62.82. 

On  August  25,  1923,  Judge  Thomas  W.  Kenefick  died 
<  the  Deaconess  Hospital  in  Boston.   Judge  Kenefick  had 
-  rved  the  Town  of  Palmer  for  many  years  as  its  counsel, 
ways  rendering  service  of  a  very  high  character.  Ai- 
though  not  a  native  of  Palmer,  he  had  spent  practically 
11  of  his  professional  life  here  and  was  deeply  attached 
'  i  the  town.    Its  best  interests  were  ever  uppermost  in 
is  thoughts,  and  as  an  oilicial  and  citizen  he  has  con- 
tributed  much  to  its  welfare.    His  loss  is  deeply  felt  by 
i  the  officials  of  the  town  who  have  been  in  close  contact 
■  ith  him  for  so  many  years.   The  vacancy  caused  by  the 
ieath  of  Judge  Kenefick  was  filled  by  the  appointment 
f  Ernest  E.  Hobson  to  the  position  of  Town  Counsel. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Statement  of  Recommendations  for  the  Year  1924 


Election  and  Registration  $1,200.00 
Premium  Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance  800.00 

Auditing  and  Accounting  1,200.00 

Selectmen's  Other  Expenses  500.00 

.^lectmen's  Contingent  Expenses  1,100.00 

Special  Police  1,000.00 

Printing  and  Distribution  of  Town  Reports  1,200.00 

Salaries  of  Selectmen  750.00 

Lajv  and  Claim  Department  1,500.00 


WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN, 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS, 
CHARLES  A.  CALLAHAN, 

Board  of  Selectmen. 


Town  Bookkeeper's  Report 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Palmer,  Massachusetts : 
Gentlemen: — I  herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  "E 
ceipts  and  Expenditures"  of  the  town  for  the  fiscal  ye* 
ending-  December  31st,  1923. 

RECEIPTS 
TAXES 

Current  Year: 

Poll,  $12,498.00 

Personal,  70,611.05 

Real  Estate,  143,521.16 

Street  Sprinkling,  1,126.64  $227,756.85 
Previous  Years: 

Poll,  604.00 

Personal,  3,789.05 

Real  Estate,  13,546.96 

Street  Sprinkling,  166.64  18,106.65 
From  State: 

Corp'tion  Tax,  Pub.  Service,  2,599.18 

Corp'tion  Tax,  Business,  40,512.38 

Income  Tax,  Gen.  Pur.,  10,634.25 

Income  Tax,  Schools,  13,437.11 

Street  Railway  Tax,  1,872.91 

National  Bank  Tax,    .  1,263.27 

Reimbursement,  75.54       70,394.64    $316,25  S. 


LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Junk,  8104.00 

Peddlers,  60.00 

Sundry,  55.00 

Pool,  Billiard,  and  Bowling,  78.00 

Inn  Holders,  25.00 

All  Others,  51.00  373.00  37 


Court, 


FINKS  AND  FORFETTS 

$361.22  361.22  361.22 


GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 
Dog  Licenses,  .$1,055.30        1,055.30  1,055.30 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
Forest  Fires,  $63.20 

Returned  Carboys,  17.00  80.20  80.20 


HEALTH 

Health: 

Contagious  Diseases.  $63.71 

Tuberculosis,  32.57 

Subsidies  from  State,  340.71  436.90 
Licenses: 

Undertakers,  3.00 

Druggists,  3.00 

Alcohol,  5.00 

Bottling,  10.00 

Milk  and  Oleomargarine,  49.00            70.00  506.99 


HIGHWAYS 

Sewer  Permits,  $1,037.50 

Sewer  Connections  37.15 

Sale  of  Old  Material,  7.00 

Rent  of  Steam  Roller,  57.65 

Bridge  Repairs,  39.07 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing,  2,039.41        3,217.78  3,217.78 


CHARITIES 

Town  Farm: 

Sale  of  Produce,  $1,772.41 
Board,  1,526.64 
Sale  of  Wood,  97.00 
Sale  of  Stock  and  Hides,  55.83  3,451.88 
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Reimbursements: 

Individuals,  106.60 

Cities  and  Towns,  19.30 

State,  1,836.57  1,962.47 
Soldiers'  Benefits: 

State  Aid,  228.00           228.00  5,642.35 


EDUCATION 


School  Department: 

Tuition  State  Wards,  $1,675.94 
Other  Tuition,  7,378.46 

Sale  of  Books  and  Supplies,       48.35        9,102.75  9,102.75 


CEMETERY 


Sale  of  Lots,  $282.00 
Care  of  Lots,  1,131.50 

Opening  Graves  and  Grading,  491.00 
Foundations,  282.34 

All  Others,  15.00        2,201.84  2,201.84 


INTEREST 

On  Deposits,  $678.00 

On  Taxes,  1,232.92 

On  Certificate  of  Deposits,  1,840.83 

(New  High  School) 

On  Perpetual  Care  Funds,  657.51 

On  Merrick  Fund,  38.26 

On  Thompson  Fund,  42.80         4,490.32  4,490.32 


AGENCY  AND  TRUST 
Perpetual  Care  Funds,  $650.00  650.00  650.00 


MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Anticipation  of  Taxes,  $100,000.00 
General  Loans,  40,000.00 

Premiums,  132.00     140,132.00  140,132.00 
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REFUNDS 


Accrued  Interest, 
Law  Department, 
School  Department, 
Taxes — War  Bonus, 


$122.77 
100.00 
47.24 
726.00 


996.01 


996.01 


Total  Receipts, 

Cash  on  Hand  January  1,  1923, 


$485,067.90 
138,375.62 

$623,443.52 


Department 


PAYMENTS 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Appropriation 

and  Amount 
Reserve  Fund  Expended 


Balance 


Selectmen: 
Salaries, 
Clerk, 

Other  Expenses, 
Contingent, 


$700.00 
50.00 
500.00 

654.58 


Supplies  and  Office  Equipment, 

Stationery  and  Postage, 

Printing-  and  Adv., 

Transportation, 

Telephone, 

Insurance, 

Repairs  at  Engine  House, 
Sundry  Items, 


Auditing  and  Accounting: 

Auditing— 1922  Acct., 

Accounting, 

Board  of  Selectmen, 
Board  of  Overseers, 
Board  of  Health, 

Treasury: 
Salary, 


60.00 
1,290.00 


1,000.00 


$700.00 
50.00 


213.90 
4.41 
37.93 
74.12 

96.68 
223.59 
233.56 
252.43 


60.00 

900.00 
200.00 
100.00 

1,000.00 


$17.97 


90.00 
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Bond  and  Other  Expenses,  325.00 
Surety  Bond, 
Stationery  and  Postage, 
Transportation, 
Office  Supplies, 
Sundry  Items, 

Collector's: 

Salary  for  1923,  900.00 
Balance  on  Salary  for  1918, 
Balance  on  Salary  for  1919, 
Bond  and  Other  Expenses,  500.00 

Surety  Bond, 

Stationery  and  Postage, 

Printing  and  Adv., 

Telephone, 

Office  Supplies, 

Sundry  Items, 

Assessor's: 

Salaries,  2,400.00 
Clerk,  350.00 
Other  Expenses,  1,000.00 

Interpreters, 

Printing  and  Adv., 

Auto  Hire,  Car  Fare, 

Sundry  Items, 

License  Commissioners:  25.00 
Auto  Hire, 
Clerical  Work, 


125.00 
63.19 
9.75 
7.40 
12.00 


675.00 
150.00 
60.00 

200.00 
129.05 
69.00 
25.08 
10.96 
65.73 


2,400.00 
300.00 

36.00 
518.05 
161.24 

24.00 


107.66 
225.00 


5.00 
5.00 


.18 


50.00 


260.71 


15.00 


Law:  1,500.00 
Claims, 

Town  Counsel, 
Stenographers, 

Town  Clerk: 

Salary,  250.00 

Other  Expenses,  100.00 

Office  Supplies, 

Stationery  and  Postage, 

Printing, 

Sundry  Items, 


70.00 
211.33 
.474.62 


250.00 

10.45 
13.40 
1.00 

5.85 


744.05 


69.30 


I 
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Section  and  Registration,  GOO .00 

Registrars,  100.00 

Precinct  Officers,  214.20 

Printing  and  Adv.,  170.92 

Trucking,  22.00 

Rent,  58.00 

Posting  Warrants,  28.00 

Sundry  Items,  0.88 

own  Offices,  1,150.00 

Rent,  960.00 

Care,  101.60 

Light,  46.00  42.40 

Alteration  of  Town  House,  1922 

Acct.,  100.00 

Expense  of  Committee,  20.00  80.00 

Printing-  Town  Bonds,  100.00 

Premium  on  Loans,  132.00 

Reserve  Fund,  53.00 
Expense  of  Printing-  and 

Preparation  of  Bonds,  285.00 

W  orld  War  Record,  300.00  300.00 
(Use  of  Committee) 

/Own  Engineer,  50.00 

Services;  50.00 

Insurance  on  Library  Building,       500.00  330.40  169.60 

Labor  at  Town  House,  12.20 

Labor  at  Town  Dump,  130.00 
Purchase  of  Land  on  Pleasant 

Street,  200.00  200.00 


Total  for  General  Government,  $12,968.67 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police: 

Chief  of  Police,  $2,000.00  2,000.00 

Deputy  Chief  of  Police,  850.00  850.00 

Night  Police,  1,500.00  1,500.00 

Special  Police,  1,000.00  727.00  273.00 


Care,  Rent  and  Fuel  for 

Lockup,  1.11 5.00 

Contingent,  139  09 

Care,  120.00 

Rent  and  Fuel,  687.50 

Light,  31.00 

Telephone,  30.00 

Sundry  Items,  148.29  237.-: 

Office  of  Chief,  300.00 

Rent,  240.00 

Light,  14.19 

Telephone,  27.96 

Stationery  and  Printing,  11.50  6.-: 

Suppression  of  Illegal  Sales,  200.00 

Services  of  Counsel,  85.00  115.0 

Support  of  District  Court,  500.00  500.<: 

Fire: 

Insurance  and  Care  Auto  Fire 

Truck,  475.00 

Equipment  and  Supplies,  13.47 

Repairs,  294.09 

Oil  and  Gasoline,  13.51 

Insurance,  21.35  132." 

Sealing  of  Weights  and  Measures: 

Salary,  500.00           500.00  . 

Other  Expenses,  100.00 

Equipment  and  Repairs,  53.41  46.S 

Moth: 

Expenses,  500.00 

Reserve  Fund,  200.00 

Labor,  613.72 

Transportation,  68.00 

Equipment,  17.58 

Tree: 

Use  of  Warden,  100.00  100.00 

Planting,  2@0.00  200.00 

Preservation,  200.00 

Labor,  194.00 

Teams,  6.00 
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Forest  Wardens:  800.00 

Contingent,  6.00 

Fighting  Fires,  520.25 

Equipment,  44.25 

Telephone,  22.60 

Sundry  Items,  4.60  214.30 


Total  for  Protection  of .  Persons 

and  Property,  $9,159.27 


HEALTH 

Health: 

Salary  of  Board,  $150.00  150.00 

District  Nurse,  500.00  500.00 

Vital  Statistics,  700.00 

Births,  449.75 

Deaths,  94.75 

Marriages,  58.50  97.00 

Inspection,  1,000.00 

Animal,  341.65 

Meat,  259.15 

Milk,  200.19  199.01 

Other  Expenses,  1,000.00 

Printing  and  Postage,  8.78 

Telephone,  26.76 

Fumigation,  13.89 

Hospital,  13.71 

Sundry  Items,  4.62  932.24 


Total  for  Health,  §2,121.75 


HIGHWAYS 

General  Repairs,  $17,000.00 

Contingent,  10.00 

Superintendent,  1,161.26 

Labor,  5,810.05 

Teams,  4,168.27 

Trap  Rock,  Gravel,  etc.  3,516.97 
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Equipment  and  Repairs,  558.10 

Fuel,  83.95 

Freight,  365.31 

Sundry  Items,  132.33  1,213.67 

Bridge  Repairs,  2,000.00 

Superintendent,  28.01 

Labor,  239.72 

Teams,  30.9-0 

Materials,  370.76 

Fay's  Bridge,  '307.58  1,023.03 

Railings,  400.00 

Superintendent,  39.01 

Labor,  141.53 

Teams,  21.75 

Materials,  101.83 

Sundry  Items,  5.00  90.88 

Two  Beacon  Lights,  565.00 

Purchase  Price,  545.36  19.64 

Truck:  763.00 

Purchase  Price,  763.00 

Burleigh's  Crossing  to  Four 

Corners,  400.00 

Superintendent,  26.26 

Labor,  159.80 

Teams,  187.24 

Gravel,  etc.,  26.70 

State  Street  Bondsville,  1,000.00 

Superintendent,  46.38 

Labor,  296.38 

Teams,                ■  276.52 

Culverts,  48.30 

Trap  Rock,  and  Tar,  230.37 

Fuel,  20.08 

Freight,  58.14 

Sundry  Items,  12.47  11.36 

Shearer's  Corner,  2,000.00 

Superintendent,  99.81 

Labor,  434.25 

Teams,  362.03 


Curbing-,  463.22 

Fuel,  49.56 

Freight,  146.66 

Sundry  Items,  48.92 

Contract  Work,  395.55 

Street  Sprinkling-  Assessment 

Revenue,  1,501.45 
Expenses: 

Team,  634.00 

Water,  175.00 

Repairs  on  Cart,  27.75  664.70 

Street  Lighting: 

Contract,  9,766.95        9,757.90  9.05 

Sewers  and  Culverts,  2,500.00 
General  Repairs: 

Superintendent,  164.76 

Labor,  1,039.57 

Teams,  211.83 

Tools  and  Equipment,  19.96 

Pipe  and  Fittings,  590.66 

Sundry  Items,  50.36 

Contract  Work,  304.00  118.86 

Converse  Street  Sewer,  1,200.00 

Rig-ht  of  Way,  350.00 

Tile,  450.00 

Contract  Work,  363.00 

Surveying,  37.00 

Rockview  and  Woodland  Streets 

Catch  Basin,  900.00 

Superintendent,  25.38 

Labor,  147.10 

Teams,  31.07 

Fittings  and  Equipment,  219.42 

Sundry  Items,  16.90  460.13 

Harvey  Ave.,  Thorndike,  Pleasant 

and  Ruggles  Sts.,  Three 

Rivers,  Catch  Basin,  150.00 

Superintendent,  1.75 

Labor,                       .  33.55 
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Teams,  12.90 

Brick,  Cement,  and  Tile,  81.94 

Freight,  1.20  18.66 

Reimbursement  for  Sewer  on 

Grove  Street,  126.62  126.62 
(E.  A.  &  C.  L.  Brouillette) 

North  Main  and  Shearer  Street 

Sewer,  5,300.00 

Inspection,  150.86 

Survey,  102.00 

Pipe,  Tile,  etc.,  385.20 

Fittings  and  Equipment,  459.04 

Contract  Work,  4,202.90 

Charles  Street  Sewer,  200.00 

Superintendent,  7.88 

Labor,  37.25 

Teams,  6.15 

Fittings  and  Materials,  80.56 

Surveying,  6.00 

Freight,  1.40  60.76 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing: 

General  Repairs,  3,650.00 

Superintendent,  62.46 

Labor,  510.80 

Teams,  183.12 

Materials,  815.20 

Freight,  98.61 

Surveying,  60.00 

Contract  Work,  1,913.04  6.77 

Pipe  Railing,  Main  St.  Bondsville,    250.00  250.00 

Front  Street,  Three  Rivers,  1,250.00 

Superintendent,  30.63 

Surveying,  21.00 

Labor,  166.95 

Teams,  105.52 

Curbing,  etc.,  602.47 

Freight,  54.60 

Contract  Work,  268.83 

North  Main  Street,  Palmer,  4,000.00 
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Reserve  Fund,  600.00 

Superintendent,  182.91 

Labor,  1,151.95 

Teams,  413.16 

Materials,  1,698.04 

Freight,  225.15 

Surveying*,  156.00 

Sundry  Items,  .70 

Contract  Work,  500.00  272.09 

Sundry  Sidewalk  Appropriations,  4,925.00  4,344.47  580.53 
(Classified  as  follows  with  estimated 
cost  of  each:) 

Park  Street,  Palmer,  500.00 

Contract  Work,  104.04 

Surveying,  3.00  392.96 

Palmer  Road,  Three  Rivers,  525.00 

Superintendent,  4.38 

Labor,  30.25 

Teams,  13.67 

Freight,  39.15 

Surveying,  22.00 

Contract,  215.88  199.67 

High  Street,  Thorndike,  900.00 

Superintendent,  15.74 

Labor,  144.15 

Teams,  48.56 

Materials,  s  272.03 

Freight,  etc.,  46.17  373.35 

State  Street,  Bondsville,  700.00 

Superintendent,  22.88 

Labor,  177.45 

Teams,  61.30 

Materials,  331.19 

Surveying,  18.00 

Freight,  etc.,  33.28 

Contract  Work,  236.84  -180.94 

High  Street,  Bondsville,  500.00 
(Between  Center  and  Maple) 

Superintendent,  12.25 

Labor,  59.40 
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Teams,  22.75 

Materials,  298.10 

Freight,  etc.,  53.87 

Contract  Work,  144.43  -90.80 

High  Street,  Bondsville,  1,100.00 
(From  State  Northerly  on  High) 

Superintendent,  38.17 

Labor,  281.25 

Teams,  74.63 

Materials,  626.77 

Freight,  85.85 

Surveying,  18.00  -24.67 

Griffin  Street,  Bondsville,  500.00 

Superintendent,  13.88 

Labor,  122.50 

Teams,  58.56 

Materials,  281.23 

Freight  etc.,  44.04  -20.21 

Grove  Street,  Palmer,  200.00 

Superintendent,  5.25 

Labor,  44.20 

Teams,  14.75 

Materials,  104.03 

Freight  etc.,  24.10 

Contract  Work,  76.50  -68.83 


Total  for  Highways,  $55,657.89 


CHARITIES 

Salaries,  $430.00  430.00 

Support  of  Poor,  10,000.00 

Contingent  Fund,  200.00 

Income  Thompson  Fund,  42.80 

Reserve  Fund,  1,461.20 
Town  Farm: 

Warden,  900.00 

Labor,  586.72 

Groceries  and  Provisions,  507.45 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing,  19.20 

Repairs  on  Buildings,  25.63 
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Fuel  and  Light, 
Hay  and  Grain, 
Equipment, 
Telephone, 
Sundry  Items, 

Outside  Poor: 

Groceries  and  Provisions, 

Coal  and  Wood, 

Kent, 

Board  and  Care, 

Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance, 
Cash, 

State  Institutions, 
Postage  and  Printing, 
Sundry  Items, 


Wing  Memorial  Hospital: 
Board  and  Treatment, 

Soldiers'  Benefits: 
State  Aid, 
Military  Aid, 
Soldiers'  Aid, 

Total  for  Charities, 


500.00 


700.62 
975.53 
351.45 
2S.00 
L51.89 


3,347.60 
705.03 

1,148.74 
317.13 
358.75 
846.60 
438.46 
7.56 
287.64 


482.06 

186.00 
30.00 
485.00 

$13,317.06 


17.94 


EDUCATION 

School: 

General  Fund,  ,$167,010.00 
Smith  Hughes  Fund,  227.04 
General  Expenses: 

Superintendent, 

Grade  Supervisor, 

Clerical  Work, 

Truant  Officer, 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage, 

Telephone, 

Traveling, 

School  Census, 

Sundry  Items, 

Teachers'  Salaries: 
High, 


3,795.08 
1,933.36 
2,026.00 
90.00 
249.08 
381.51 
213.07 
100.00 
375.21 


12,577.50 
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Elementary, 
Retirement, 


64,818.98 
1,836.98 


Text  Books  and  Supplies: 
High: 

Text  and  Reference  Books,  933.39 

All  Other,  2,657.86 

Elementary: 

Text  and  Reference  Books,  1,597.44 

All  Other,  1,825.56 

Transportation: 

High,  2,771.60 

Elementary,  4,091.25 

Janitors'  Service: 

High,  1,220.18 

Elementary,  5,447.14 

Fuel  and  Light* 

High,  3,134.67 

Elementary,  10,213.06 

Maintenance  of  Building  and  Grounds: 
High: 

Repairs,  61.14 

Janitors'  Supplies,  392.04 

All  Other,  179.46 

Elementary: 

Repairs,  20.13 

Janitors'  Supplies,  409.86 

All  Other,  1,191.16 

Furniture  and  Furnishings: 

High,  1,435.60 

Elementary,  930.25 

Rent,  20.00 

Other  Expenses: 

Tuition— High,  227.37 

Tuition — Elementary,  714.25 

Diplomas  and  Graduation  Exercises,  129.01 

Miscellaneous  Printing,  684.88 
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Nurse,  1,300.08 

Lunch  Room,  456.00 

Insurance,  5,641.35 

Medical  Inspection,  600.00 

Moving-  Portable  School,  813.20 

Sundry  Items,  744.19 

Mi  =ic,  Manual  Training-  and  Drawing" 

Music  Instructor,  1,450.00 

Music  Books  and  Supplies,  207.84 

Drawing  Instructor,  1,503.9  L 

Retirement,  54.00 

Drawing  Materials,  488.81 

Manual  Training  Supplies,  35.00 

Transportation,  107.81 

Sundry  Items,  37.85 

Commercial: 

Instructor,  1,677.00 

Assistants,  5,655.00 

Retirement,  285.00 

Text  and  Reference  Books,  188.04 

Machines,  779  58 

Miscellaneous  Supplies,  514.33 

A    <  ricanization: 

Principal,  500.00 

Teacher,  914.25 

Text  Books  and  Supplies,  36?94 

Janitors,  60.00 

Continuation: 

Superintendent,  355.00 

Teachers,  3,362.50 

Retirement,  108.00 

Clerk,  180.00 

Text  Books,  14.25 

Equipment  and  Supplies,  959.35 

Transportation,  104.75 

Rent,  282.00 

Janitor,  434.00 

Furniture,  64.75 

Sundry  Items,  38.28 

S.rith  Hughes  Fund  (Federal  Fund) 

Teachers,  217.04 


42 


Heating-  and  Ventilating  Palmer  Grammar  School: 

Plans  and  Specifications,  300.00 

•       Advertising,  17.52 

Contract  Work,  5,234.00 

Repairs  on  Buildings: 
High: 

Carpentry,  21.80 

Plumbing,   *  40.27 

Lumber,  Brick  etc.,  33.60 

Sundry  Items,  24.53 

Elementary: 

Carpentry,  985.36 

Plumbing,  1,486.78 

Lumber,  Brick  etc.,  142.54 

Sundry  Items,  88.82  7.56 


Total  for  Education,  $167,229.48 


NEW  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Contract  Work,  97,988.99 


LIBRARY 

Young  Men's  Library  Ass'n         4,600.00  4,600.00 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Memorial  Day, 

200.00 

130.52 

Printing  and  Distributing  Town 

Reports, 

1,200.00 

,  856.40 

Agricultural  Demonstration, 

500.00 

500.00 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Insurance, 

600.00 

763.50 

Reserve  Fund, 

163.50 

Hampshire  County  Tubercular 

Hospital, 

1,504.06 

1,504.06 

Total  for  Unclassified, 


s3.755.3S 
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CEMETERIES 

Care  and  Maintenance,  $3,100.00 

Reserve  Fund,  275.00 

Secretary,  150.00 

Labor,  2,231.20 

Teams,  16.00 

Loam,  36.75 

Shrubs,  3.50 

Markers,  10.50 

Tools  and  Equipment,  100.68 

Surveying",  135.55 

Fence,  564.16 

Telephone,  13.20 

Sundry  Items,  75.56  37.90 


Total  for  Cemeteries,  $3,337.10 


CARE  OF  NEGLECTED  GRAVES 


"Expenses : 
Care, 
Markers, 

Freight  and  Cartage, 


$250.00 

133.00 
102.90 
9.13 


Total  for  Neglected  Graves,  $245.03 


INTEREST 

Temporary  and  General  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes,         S3,000.00  1,971.25  1,028.75 

Maturing  Debt,  12,157.23 

Accrued  Interest,  122.77 

New  High  School  Loan,  7,225.00 

Old  High  School  Loan,  300.00 

Three  River  School  Loan,  2,350.00 

Bondsville  Grammar  School  Loan,  1,445.00 

Highway  Improvement  Loan,  960.00 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 

(Transfer),  657.51 


Total  for  Interest, 


$14,908.76 
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MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes,  100,000.00 

General  Loans: 

Highway  Improvement,  2,000.00 

High  School,  1,000.00 

New  High  School,  10,000.00 

Three  River  School,  5,000.00 

Bondsville  Grammar  School,  2,000.00 


Total  for  Municipal  Indebtedness,  8120,000.00 


AGENCY  AND  TRUST 

Agency: 

State  Tax,  822,920.00 
County  Tax,  10,236.29 
State  Highway  Tax,  10,573.64 
Civilian  War  Poll  Tax,  7,722.00 
Trust: 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund,  650.00 


Total  for  Agency  and  Trust,  852,101.93 


Total  Payments,  $557,391.31 
Cash  on  hand  December  31st,  1923,  66,052.21 

8623,443.52 


Below  is  a  classification  of  the  "Contingent"  and  "Reserve 
Fund"  showing  the  different  departments  to  which  this  money  has 
been  transferred: 

"CONTINGENT" 
Appropriation,  $1,100 
Selectmen's,  654.59 
Police,  139.09 
Forest  Warden,  6.00 
Highways,  10.00 
Town  Dump,  130.00 
Town  House,  12.20  148.12 
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"RESERVE  FUND" 

Appropriation,  $5,000.00 

Moth,  200.00 

North  Main  St.  Sidewalk,  600.00 

Cemetery,  275.00 

Charities,  1,461.20 

Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance,  163.50 

Printing  and  Preparation  of  Town  Bonds,  53.00  2,247.30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIETTE  PAINE, 

Bookkeeper. 


Trial  Balance 


Dr.  Cr. 
J.  A.  Hawkes,  Collector,  1913  $362.05 
J.  A.  Hawkes,  Collector,  1914  $12.48 
J.  A.  Hawkes,  Collector,  1915  1,513.02 
J.  A.  Hawkes,  Collector,  1916  2,348.76 
J.  A.  Hawkes,  Collector,  1917  2,965.26 
J.  A.  Hawkes,  Collector  (1913-1917)  1,352.87 
John  T.  Brown,  Collector,  1920  65.67 
John  T.  Brown,  Collector,  1921  2,518.65 
John  T.  Brown,  Collector,  1922  7,688.94 
John  T.  Brown,  Collector,  1923  42,888.90 
John  T.  Brown,  Coll.  Street  Sprinkling,  1920  1.12 
John  T.  Brown,  Coll.  Street  Sprinkling,  1921  24.82 
John  T.  Brown,  Coll.  Street  Sprinkling,  1922  24.68 
John  T.  Brown,  Coll.  Street  Sprinkling,  1923  173.36 
Street  Sprinkling  Assessment  Revenue,  1920  1.12 
Street  Sprinkling  Assessment  Revenue,  1921  20.64 
Street  Sprinkling  Assessment  Revenue,  1922  24.68 
Street  Sprinkling  Assessment  Revenue,  192".  173.36 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  War  Bonus  840.00 
Cemetery  Dept.  Bills  Receivable  33.20 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts — Charities  44.80 
Support  of  Poor  46.00 
Support  of  Poor  13.00. 
Support  of  Poor  525.72 
Sidewalks— East  Main  St.,  Three  Rivers  52.80 
Sidewalks— Bridge  St.,  Three  Rivers  129. 76 

Sidewalks— Main  St.,  Three  Rivers  84.80 
Sidewalks— High  St.,  Bondsville  47.00 
North  Main  Street  1,467.06 
Bridge  Repairs— Hampden  R.  R.  Co.  145.93 
Comm.  of  Mass.  Charities  161.71 
Comm.  of  Mass.  Subsidies— Board  of  Health  10.00 
Comm.  of  Mass.  State  Aid  279.83 
Premium  on  Loans  768. OS 

Overlay,  1913  374.41 
Overlay,  1915  1,39 
Overlay,  1916  1,119.30 
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Meat,  Milk  and  Animal  Inspection 

199.01 

North  Main  Street 

2,837.09 

Bridge  Repairs 

1,023.03 
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Railings 

90v88 

General  Highway  Repairs 

1,213. 8? 

Three  Rivers  and  Palmer  Road 

969.76 

Sundry  Sidewalks 

580.53 

Sundry  Sidewalks  and  Curbing 

1,008.20 

Sewers  and  Culverts — Catch  Basins 

18.66 

Sewers  and  Culverts — Rockwood  and  Woodland  Streets 

460.13 

Two  Beacon  Lights 

19.64 

Sidewalks — General  Repairs 

6.77 

State  Street,  Bondsville 

11.36 

Main  Street,  Bondsville 

250.00 

Sidewalk  and  Curbing — North  Main  St.,  Palmer 

272.09 

Care  of  Sewers — General 

118.86 

North  Main  and  Shearer  St.  Sewer 

60.76 

Street  Sprinkling 

664.70 

Street  Lighting- 

9.05 

Wing  Memorial  Hospital 

17.94 

Soldiers'  Benefit 

552.50 

Three  Rivers  School 

1,4.53.23 

Purchase  of  Land — New  High  School 

6,595.41 

Education 

7.56 

New  High  School  Expense  Account 

31,722.55 

Memorial  Day 

69.48 

Printing  and  Distributing  Town  Reports 

343.60 

Reserve  Fund 

2,247.30 

Care  of  Cemetery 

37.90 

Neglected  Graves 

4.97 

Geo.  E.  Clough  Account 

2.68 

Interest  on  Temporary  Loans 

1,628.73 

Net  Bonded  Debt 

295,000.00 

Three  Rivers  School  Loan 

adoo.oo 

Bondsville  Grammar  School 

33,000.00 

Three  Rivers  School  Loan  No.  2 

40,000.00 

High  School  Loan 

4000.00 

New  High  School  Loan 

201,000.00 

North  Main  Street  Loan 

14,000.00 

Trust  Funds 

22,181.09 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds 

19,696.00 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Income  Account 

683.31 

Merrick  Fund 

850.no 

Thompson  Fund 

951.28 

Cash  on  Hand,  January  1,  1024 

66,052.21 

$452,058.72  $452,058.72 


Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS  • 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1923,  $138,377.62 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1918,  $19.05 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1919,  31.21 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1920,  1,134.46 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1921,  4,352.94 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1922,  13,714.11 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Collector,  tax  1923,  227,844.65 

Tax  Loans,  100,000.00 

School  Loan,  Acts  of  1920,  40,000.00 

School  Loan,  Acts  of  1920, 

(premium  and  int.),  254.77 

Commonwealth,  taxes  and  other  sources,  78,138.15 

All  other  sources,  19,578.56 

  $485,067.90 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Paid  out  on  Town  Warrants,  $557,393.31 
Balance,  66,052.21 


$623,445.52 


$623,445.52 


ROBERT  L.  McDONALD, 

Town  Treasurer. 


Tax  Collector's  Report 


ACCOUNT  OF  1918 
Outstanding  January  1,  1923,  $28.54 
Interest,  2.21 


Paid  Treasurer,  $19.05 
Abatements,  11.70 


$30.75 
$30.75 


ACCOUNT  OF  1919 

Outstanding  January  1,  1923,  $53.77 

Added  assessments,  12.00 

Overpayment  to  Treasurer,  2.00 

Fire  Dist.  No.  2  taxes  credited  to 

Street  Sprinkling,  5.25 

Interest,  3.93 


Paid  Treasurer,  $31.21 
Abatements,  •  45.74 


$70.95 
$76.95 


ACCOUNT  OF  1920 

Outstanding  January  1,  1923,  $1,237.75 

Added  assessments,  15.00 

Overpayment  to  Treasurer,  .20 
Fire  Dist.  No.  2  taxes  credited  .  to 

Street  Sprinkling,  2.93 

Interest,  174.17 


Paid  Treasurer,  $1,134.46 
Abatements,  254.84 


$1,430.05 
si.3S9.30 


Outstanding  December  31,  1923, 


$40.75 
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ACCOUNT  OF  1921 

Outstanding  January  1,  1923,  $7,154.78 

Overpayment  to  Treasurer,  .40 

Paid  and  abated,  1.41 

Interest,  442.69 


Paid  Treasurer,  $4,352.94 
Abatements,  943.39 


$7,599.28 


$5,296.33 


Outstanding-  December  31,  1923,  $2,302.95 


ACCOUNT  OF  1922 
Outstanding,  January  1,  1923  $20,888.77 
Cash  on  hand,  100.00 
Interest,  522.12 


Paid  Treasurer,  $13,714.11 
Abatements,  727.59 


$21,510.89 


$14,441.70 


Outstanding  December  31,  1923,  $7,069.19 


ACCOUNT  OF  1923 
Assessors  Warrant  to  be  collected  $271,747.98 
Interest,  87.80 

  $271,835.78 

Paid  Treasurer,  $227,844.65 
Abatements,  v  928.87 

  $228,773.52 


Outstanding  December  31,  1923,  $43,062.26 

JOHN  T.  BROWN, 

Tax  Collector. 


Board  of  Assessors 


The   Board   of  Assessors 
follows : 
Appropriations, 
Maturing  Town  Debt, 

(including  interest) 
State  Tax, 
State  Highway  Tax, 
County  Tax, 


January  7,  1924. 
respectfully  report  as 


$282,021.53 
29,651.37 

22,920.00 
10,573.64 
10,236.29 


$355,402.S3 


DEDUCTIONS 
Town's  Share  Liquor  License  Fees, 
Cash  Balance, 
Estimated  Receipts, 
Income  Merrick  Fund, 
Dog  Tax, 
State  Income  Tax, 


Less  amount  raised  on  2,833  polls, 


Overlay, 

Amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  on  property. 
Street  Sprinkling  Assessment, 

Amount  of  Warrant  September  11,  1923, 
Amount  of  Warrant  June  14,  1923, 
Supplementary  Warrant  December  13,  1923, 


S4.50 
20,561.61 
53,705.67 

38.26 
849.82 
22,356.81 


$97,516.67 

$257,886.16 
5.666.00 

$252,220.16 

3,805.62 

$256,025.78 
1.300.00 

$257,325.7S 
14,160.00 
262.20 


$271,737.98 
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1923  VALUATION 
Personal  Estate,  $3,788,124.00 
Buildings,  6,055,949.00 
Land,  1,442,146.00 


TAX  RATE  $22.80  PER  M 


$11,286,219.00 


Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property: 

Individuals,  1,746 
All  Others,  27 


Number  of  non-residents  assessed  on  property: 

Individuals,  219 
All  Others,  30 


1,773 


249 


Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property,  2,022 
Number  of  persons  assessed  for  poll  only,  1,087 


Total,  3,109 

Number  of  Horses  assessed,  270 

Cows,  662 

Sheep,  24 

Neat  Cattle,  165 

Swine,  42 

Fowl,  6,291 

Dwelling:  Houses,  1,384 


DANIEL  V.  FOGARTY,  Chairman 
CHARLES  E.  FULLER 
HENRY  L.  HOLDEN 


Report  of  Board  of  Health 


To  the  Honorable  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Palmer: 

The  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  here- 
with submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1923 : 

TABLE  No.  1 


C  £  B2  3-=  O        N        3  (D 

O       3        g        £     £        £        fl,      =  <fc 

January,  1  1 

February,  1 

March,  4  2  1 

April,  1111 

May,  2  3       12  1 

June,  2  2 

July, 

August,  2 

September,  3  1 

October,  1  1 

November, 

December,  3  3  1 


2      10       56      10  2421 
TABLE  No.  2 

Number  of  Deaths  reported  from  Jan.  1,  1923,  to  Jan.  1,  1924 


January,  14  August,  15 

February,  8  September,  5 

March,  6  October,  9 

April,  13  November,  11 

May,  14  December,  10 

June,  8   

July,  2          Total,  115 
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TABLE  No.  3 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Less  than  1  year, 

23 

13 

10 

1  to 

2  year, 

1 

1 

2  to 

3  years, 

1 

1 

3  to 

4  years, 

1 

1 

4  to 

5  years, 

1 

1 

5  to 

10  years, 

2 

2 

10  to 

15  years, 

1 

1 

15  to 

20  years, 

2 

1 

1 

20  to 

30  years, 

2 

2 

30  to 

40  years, 

9 

5 

4 

40  to 

50  years, 

6 

1 

5 

50  to 

60  years, 

9 

6 

3 

60  to 

70  years, 

22 

10 

12 

70  to 

80  years, 

18 

6 

12 

80  to 

90  years, 

11 

8 

3 

90  to 

100  years, 

1 

1 

Over 

100  years, 

1 

1 

Still  Births, 

4 

2 

2 

Totals, 

115 
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REPORT  OF  MILK  INSPECTOR 
To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Palmer: 

I  have  granted  the  following  permits : 

Dealers'  Permits,  91  @  50c,  $45.50 
Oleomargarine  Permits,  7  @  50c,  3.50 
Producers'  Permits,  no  fee,  88 

$49.50 

Have  carefully  inspected  all  places  where  milk  is 
produced  or  sold,  one  or  more  times  as  seemed  necessary. 

Have  revoked  one  producer's  permit,  and  tempor- 
arily suspended  two  others. 

Have  made  one  arrest  with  conviction  for  selling 
without  a  permit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  F.  BENNETT, 

Inspector. 


■ 
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REPORT  OF  MEAT  INSPECTOR 
To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Palmer  : 

I  have  made  the  following  meat  inspections : 
Veal,  83  Hogs,  127 

Sheep,  1  Beef,  23 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  F.  BENNETT, 

Inspector. 


RECEIPTS 

From  Appropriations: 

Salaries,  $150.00 

Vital  Statistics,  700.00 

Meat  and  Cattle  Inspection,  1,000.00 

Other  Expenses,  1,000.00 

Reimbursements : 

Contagious  Diseases,  63.71 

Tuberculosis,  32.57 

Subsidies  from  State,  340.71 

Licenses: 

Undertakers,  3.00 

Druggists,  2.00 

Alcohol,  5.00 

Milk  and  Oleomargarine,  49.00 

Day  Nursery,  1.00 

Bottling,  10.00 


EXPENDITURES 

For: 

Salaries,  $150.00 

Vital  Statistics,  603.00 

Inspection— Animal,  Meat,  Milk,  S00.99 

Fumigation,  13.89 

Hospital  Board  and  Treatment,  13.71 

Stamps  and  Printing,  8.78 

Telephone,  26.78 

Sundry,  4.62 


$3,356.99 


$1,621.75 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1924 
Salaries,  Including  Clerk,  175.00 
Vital  Statistics,  700.00 


Meat,  Milk  and  Animal  Inspection, 
All  Other  Expenses, 


1,000.00 
1,500.00 


Total, 


$3,375.00 


J.  P.  SCHNEIDER,  M.  D., 

W.  C.  HITCHCOCK, 

M.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN, 


Board  of  Health. 


Many  complaints  have  been  received  and  nuisances 
removed,  as  far  as  possible.  There  were  only  forty-two 
cases  of  contagious  disease  reported  during  the  year. 
This  may  be  due  in  part  to  sanitary  conditions,  but  the 
Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  many  cases  are  not  reported. 
The  law  requires  the  physician  to  report  all  cases,  and  the 
householder  should  see  that  this  is  done. 

The  question  of  what  to  do  about  garbage  has  given 
us  considerable  trouble.  We  all  know  that  this  breeds 
flies,  and  flies  breed  disease.  We  believe  that  garbage 
should  be  collected  by  some  responsible  person  at  least 
twice  a  week,  and  oftener  during  warm  weather,  and 
we  earnestly  hope  the  Town  will  take  some  action  in  this 
matter. 

Nearly  all  residences  have  been  connected  with  the 
sewer  except  on  Water  Street  in  Palmer  village,  where 
some  of  the  houses  are  so  low  that  they  cannot  enter. 

We  recomnemd  the  following  appropriations : 

Salaries,  $175.00 

Vital  Statistics,  700.00 

Milk,  Meat  and  Animal  Inspection,  1,000.00 

Other  Expenses,        .  1,500.00 


$3,375.00 


J.  P.  SCHNEIDER,  M.  D., 

W.  C.  HITCHCOCK, 

M.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN, 


Board  of  Health. 


Road  Commissioners'  Report 


Palmer,  Mass.,  January  9,  1924. 
To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Palmer : 

The  Board  of  Road  Commissioners  herewith  sub- 
mits its  fourth  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1923. 

The  organization  of  the  Board  remained  unchanged, 
namely,  Thomas  J.  Moran,  Chairman,  and  Charles  A. 
Tabor,  Clerk.  Sherman  M.  Stebbins  was  reappointed 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Very  heavy  snowfall  during  January,  February  and 
March  caused  an  expenditure  of  over  §1800  for  the  re- 
moval of  snow  and  ice.  The  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Division  of  Highways,  have  decided  that  the  main  high- 
way between  Boston  and  Springfield  shall  be  kept  free  of 
snow  during  the  present  winter  (1923-1924),  and  for 
this  purpose  have  furnished  the  Town  with  two  heavy 
U.  S.  Army  Trucks  equipped  with  snow  plows.  We 
understand  there  will  be  no  charge  for  the  use  of  this 
equipment,  but  the  Town  must  keep  it  in  repair  and  pay 
for  the  cost  of  operation.  This  equipment  may  be  usea 
for  the  removal  of  snow  only,  but  may  be  used  on  other 
roads  after  the  State  Road  lying  between  the  Warren 
and  Wilbraham  boundaries  has  been  taken  care  of.  What 
this  operating  expense  will  be  of  course  is  unknown, 
depending  upon  the  weather.  We  recommend  a  separate 
appropriation,  aside  from  the  Highway  appropriation 
so  that  the  cost  of  snow  removal  may  be  known  at  all 
times. 

A  lean-to,  PiU'xlT',  has  been  added  to  the  Towr. 
Storehouse  in  order  to  house  the  State  trucks  and  snow 
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plows.  This  addition  cost  $204.36.  We  recommend  a 
further  addition  to  this  storehouse  to  be  built  on  the  land 
recently  purchased. 

We  recommend  the  discontinuance  of  a  small  section 

f  highway  near  the  Wire  Mill  gate  not  now  used,  als< 
a  section  of  road  about  one  mile  in  length  from  the 
Boston  Road  near  residence  of  H.  Laroche  to  the  Warren 
road  in  the  Shorley  District  opposite  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Madura,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  County  Com- 

issioners. 


TRUCKS 

The  small  Ford  truck  purchased  this  year  has  been 
a  good  investment.  We  recommend  the  purchase  of 
another  one. 


HAMPDEN  R.  R.  BRIDGES 
The  Hastings  bridge  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Town,  reported  as  unsafe  last  year,  was  found  to  be  in 
such  condition  that  the  cost  of  repairs  would  greatly 
exceed  the  appropriation  made.  Entire  new  foundation 
piers  would  need  to  be  constructed  to  make  the  bridge 
safe.  The  road  leading  to  this  bridge  is  still  closed  to 
public  travel.  We  recommend  that  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  this  account,  §486.90,  be  reappropriated  for  use 
during  the  present  year  on  all  Hampden  R.  R.  bridges. 


BRIDGES 

Extensive  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  King  bridge 
across  the  Quaboag  River.  Our  share  of  this  expense 
was  $317.40. 

The  Burleigh  bridge  needs  replanking  and  painting. 
An  estimate  of  the  cost  of  thoroughly  cleaning  all  the 
steel  work  with  wire  brushes  and  scrapers  and  painting 
according  to  specifications  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  ?570.00. 
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We  recommend  placing  a  permanent  type  of  floor  on 
this  bridge,  consisting  of  3"  x  4"  kreolite  wood  blocks 
laid  on  6"  creosoted  planking  and  spiking  pieces.  This 
type  of  floor  would  carry  a  concentrated  load  of  fifteen 
tons  and  develop  the  full  carrying  capacity  of  the 
girders. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  floor  of  this  type  will  cost 
$3,544.00  complete,  including  the  removal  of  the  old 
floor,  and  will  last  as  long  as  the  bridge  is  serviceable. 

The  bridge  over  the  Quaboag  River  at  Cooley  cross- 
ing has  this  type  of  floor. 


FAY  BRIDGE 

Last  September  another  examination  of  this  bridge 
was  made  by  a  State  Engineer.  He  advised  immediate 
repairs  and  that  the  bridge  should  be  posted  for  a  load 
not  exceeding  three  tons.  These  repairs  were  madvi  at 
an  expense  of  $615.16,  divided  equally  between  Monson 
and  Palmer. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Works  recommends  a  reinforced  concrete  bridge 
with  two  span  of  40  ft.  each,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$37,000.  Your  Commissioners,  together  with  the  Select- 
men of  Monson,  propose  to  obtain  plans  for  a  concrete 
bridge  satisfactory  to  the  State  authorities  with  estimated 
cost  of  construction.  Just  what  help  may  be  expected 
from  the  State  or  County  in  the  construction  of  a  new 
bridge  and  the  road  approaching  it,  if  any,  we  are  not 
yet  able  to  state.  We  shall  endeavor  to  get  definite  infor- 
mation whether  any  assistance  can  be  given  us  or  not 
and  place  it  before  the  voters  with  plans  as  soon  as 
possible. 

That  a  new  bridge  should  be  built,  and  soon,  is 
evident. 
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SEWERS  AND  CULVERTS 
Thirty-one  sewer  connections  have  been  made.  The 
several  sewer  extensions  ordered  have  all  been  completed, 
i  s  follows : 

450'—  8"  in  Rockview  Street,  Palmer. 

265'— 15"  in  North  Main  Street,  Palmer. 

258'— 12"  in  North  Main  Street,  Palmer. 

476'— 12"  in  Shearer  Street,  Palmer. 

370'— 18"  from  Converse  to  Park  Streets,  Palmer. 

102'—  8"  in  Charles  Street,  Three  Rivers. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  your  Commissioners  laid 
out  a  new  sewer  through  land  of  Jennie  E.  Brainerd, 
from  the  easterly  line  of  Bradford  Oil  Co.  property  con- 
necting with  the  Carpet  Mill  sewer;  316  ft.  of  8"  pipe 
was  laid  at  a  cost  of  $230.06.  The  deed  covering  this 
right-of-way  through  private  land  has  been  delivered  to 
the  Town,  the  consideration  being  free  entrance  to  this 
sewer  by  all  future  occupants  of  the  land  through  which 
the  sewer  passes. 

The  Water  Street  sewer  has  for  a  long  time  been 
inadequate  in  caring  for  the  large  volume  of  water  de- 
livered to  it.  We  recommend  the  construction  of  a  sup- 
plementary sewer,  to  the  Quaboag  River,  through  private 
land  from  some  point  near  the  Monahan  property. 

We  recommend  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Green, 
Mechanic  and  Orchard  Streets  in  the  Wire  Mill  section. 
Also  an  extension  of  the  Randall  Street  sewer  to  Shearer 
Street, 


NORTH  MAIN  STREET  WALK  AND  CURB 
This  improvement  has  been  more  expensive  than 
anticipated.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  work  done  is 
very  satisfactory  to  all  concerned  and  is  fully  appreciated. 
By  some  oversight  the  work  was  extended  from  Knox 
to  Squier  Streets,  which  was  in  accord  with  the  original 
petition,  but  the  vote  of  the  Town  authorized  the  work  on 
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the  east  side  to  be  carried  only  to  Knox  Street.  This 
additional  work  cost  $1111.60.  The  cost  of  the  whole 
work  covering  a  distance  of  1664  lineal  feet  was  as 
follows,  an  average  of  $3.97  per  ft. : 


Curbing,  including-  freight  $1,923.05 

Unloading  and  carting  curbing.  352.84 

Setting  curbing  and  cleaning  up  after                                 613.0  t 

Grading,  removing  old  tar  work  and  curb                      •     296. G2 

Removing  trees  and  stumps  246.4'j1 

Construction  of  cement  walk  2,774.4' 

Inspection  and  Engineering.  396.00 


SG,602.3" 

The  appropriation  was  $4,000.  A  small  appropria- 
tion is  needed  this  year  to  complete  the  walk  on  the 
easterly  side  of  the  street  along  property  of  H.  D.  Con- 
verse. 


WALKS  AND  CURBING 

We  recommend  this  year  the  same  appropriation  for 
curbing*,  $1,250,  to  be  placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  protection  of  tar  walks.    The  appro- 
priation for  1923  was  used  in  Walnut,  Park  and  Pleasar 
Streets  in  the  Depot  Village. 

The  tar  walk  in  Main  Street,  Thorndike  is  in  pooi 
condition  and  needs  a  curb  for  protection.  We  recom- 
mend a  special  appropriation  for  this  work,  covering  e 
4"  curb  and  resurfaced  walk  and  the  extension  of  this 
walk  from  the  Catholic  Church  to  the  division  line  be- 
tween the  Miller  and  McElwain  properties.  The  total 
distance  is  approximately  2,100  ft,,  and  the  cost  for  curl) 
and  walk  is  estimated  at  $3,800. 

We  recommend  a  new  walk  with  curbing  on  Con- 
verse Street  covering  the  approach  to  the  new  High 
School. 

During  the  year,  fifteen  carloads  of  curbing  havc 
been  handled. 
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GRAVEL  ROADS 

The  roads  gravelled  in  1920  and  1921  do  not  stand 
up  under  the  present-day  traffic.  We  recommend  that 
the  sections  of  road  mentioned  below  be  resurfaced  with 
trap  rock  and  tar,  or  in  other  words,  given  the  same 
treatment  as  given  to  the  roads  between  Bondsville,  Four 
Corners,  Three  Rivers  and  Shearer's  Corner. 

Four  Corners  to  Burleighs. 

High  Street,  Thorndike,  from  Commercial  Street  to 
Lake  Junction. 

Pleasant  Street,  Thorndike,  from  corner  of  Main  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill  near  the  Nathan  Bond  house. 
SHEARER'S  CORNER 

The  improvement  authorized  at  this  point  has  been 
completed  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  deed  of  the 
land  taken  has  been  given  by  the  Wickwire  Spencer  Steel 
Corporation. 

The  following  table  shows  in  condensed  form  the 


appropriations  handled  by  this  Board : 

Appro- 

Unex- 

priations 

Expended 

pended 

Highways, 

$17,000.00 

$15,786.33 

$1,213.67 

Beacons, 

565.00 

545.36 

19.64 

Bridges, 

1,500.00 

963.87 

536.13 

Hampden  R.  R.  Bridges, 

500.00 

13.10 

486.90 

Railings, 

400.00 

309.12 

90.88 

Art.  35,  Railing, 

250.00 

250.00 

Sewers  and  Culverts, 

2,500.00 

2,381.14 

118.86 

Art.  36,  Sewers, 

1,050.00 

571.21 

478.79 

Art.    5,  Special  Sewer, 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

Art.    6,  Special  Sewer, 

500.00 

500.00 

Art.    4,  Special  Sewer, 

2,800.00 

2,800.00 

Art.    5,  Special  Sewer, 

200.00 

139.24 

60.76 

Art.  r 39,  Converse  Street  Sewer, 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

Walks, 

2,400.00 

2,393.23 

6.77 

Art.  34,  Walks, 

4,925.00 

4,344.47 

580.53 

Art.    7,  Special  Walk, 

1,250.00 

1,250.00 

Art.  38,  No.  Main  Street, 

4,000.00 

6,602.37 

-2,602.37 

Curbing-, 

1,250.00 

1,250.00 
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Art.  41,  Road, 

1,400.00 

1,388.64 

11.36 

Art.  42,  Shearer's  Comer, 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

Art.  46,  Truck, 

763.00 

763.00 

<JM7  901  0^ 

*  Overdrawn. 

Account 

Wm.  D.  Collins, 

1920 

$52.80 

Frank  Genard, 

1921 

84.80 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co., 

1921 

129.76 

John  Chess, 

1922 

47.00 

Hampden  R.  R.  Co., 

1921 

127.86 

Bills  Receivable  in  our  department  are  as  follows : 

nampuen  xi.  ±v.  to., 

1922 

18.07 

Wm.  Roman, 

1923 

209.65 

Jos.  and  Anna  Bondville,  Jr., 

1923 

30.71 

John  Kolodziej, 

1923 

74.85 

Frank  Zaganiczny, 

1923 

76.14 

Ann  Carmody, 

1923 

85.04 

J.  and  K.  Pietryka, 

1923 

71.98 

Frank  L.  and  Mabel  Jones, 

1923 

27.94 

Charles  L.  and  E.  Jones, 

1923 

108.51 

F.  E.  Sherman, 

1923 

107.11 

Robbin  and  M.  I.  West, 

1923 

24.98 

Chas.  T.  Brainerd, 

1923 

51.40 

H.  D.  Converse, 

1923 

46.62 

Mandel  Ecker, 

1923 

93.27 

We  recommend  the 

following    appropriations  for 

1924: 

Highways, 

$15,000.00 

Snow  Removal, 

2,000.00 

Bridges, 

1,500.00 

Railings, 

400.00 

Sewers  and  Culverts, 

2,500.00 

Repairs  of  Walks, 

2,400.00 

Curbing, 

1,250.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  J.  MORAN, 
CHARLES  A.  TABOR, 
JNO.  J.  CONWAY, 

Road  Commissioners. 


Cemetery  Commissioners'  Report 


The  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  hereby  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

The  receipts  for  1923  have  been  the  largest  on 
record,  showing  an  increasing  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
lot  owners  in  the  care  and  improvement  of  their  lots.  A 
new  fence  has  been  erected  at  Four  Corners  Cemetery  at 
a  cost  of  $564.16.  This  is  an  advance  on  the  best  esti- 
mates obtainable  a  year  ago,  as  the  schedule  of  prices 
was  raised  during  the  spring.  The  shortage  was  met  by 
an  allowance  from  the  emergency  fund  kindly  allowed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Water  is  badly  needed  at  Four 
Corners  Cemetery  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  same  will 
be  submitted  at  the  annual  meeting.  Oak  Knoll  Cemetery 
should  receive  a  new  fence,  the  present  structure  being 
a  disgrace  to  the  town.  It  serves,  however,  to  prevent 
encroachment  on  the  cemetery.  More  land,  both  at  Four 
Corners  and  Oak  Knoll,  must  be  provided  in  the  near 
future. 

RECEIPTS 

Appropriation,  $3,100.00 
Allotment  from  reserve  fund,  275  00    $3  375  00 

Sale  of  lots, 


Oak  Knoll, 

.$239.00 

Four  Corners, 

40.00 

Palmer  Center, 

3.00 

Care  of  lots, 

1,131.50 

Grading  lots, 

42.00 

Opening  graves, 

449.00 

Foundations, 

282.34 

All  others, 

15.00 

BILLS  RECEIVABLE 

Smith  Granite  Co.,  1917,  foundation, 

$18.20 

Henry  G.  Nichols,  1917,  grading, 

5.00 

R.  R.  Goff,  1918,  grading, 

5.00 

F.  H.  Worby,  1922, 

care, 

2.00 

Est.  Albert  Marsh,  1922,  care, 

1.00 

F.  P.  Carroll,  1920,  care, 

2.00 

L.  K.  Flynt,  lot, 

24.00 

P.  C.  Story,  care, 

3.00 

R.  H.  Blair,  care, 

2.00 

H.  M.  Sedgwick,  care, 

2.00 

C,  S.  Potter,  care, 

2.00 

EXPENDITURES 

Octl  <X  Z  ICo, 

<51  K()  Of) 

x  I  lilting    dim  puoiagCj 

6  72 

OUjJpllcr-, 

1 1  5  91 

X  XO.V X 

T  .c»Vinv 

2  350  45 

43.00 

X-j l|Ul|J 1I1CI 1  L    dlH.1    I  C  Llctix  o, 

28.91 

Fertilizer 

64.75 

All  others, 

577.36 

Balance, 

INVENTORY 

OF  PROPER 

Tool  house,  Oak  Knoll, 

$75.00 

Tool  house,  Four  Corners, 

50.00 

Tools, 

50.00 

Unsold  lots  at  market  prices: 

Four  Corners,  123  @  $8.00 

984.00 

Oak  Knoll,          4  @  50.00 

2C0.00 

2  (5)  35.00 

70.00 

9  @  25.00 

225.00 

106  @  24.00 

2,544.00 

39  @  20.00 

780.00 

2  @  12.00 

24.00 

57  @  1.00 

57.00 

66.20  S2,26S.04 


$3,337.10 
37.90 


$175.00 


53,375.00 


4.S84.00  85,059.00 


PERPETUAL  CARE  FUNDS 


Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

Henry  Seism, 

$100.00 

$102.82 

John  A.  Squier, 

100.00 

108.82 

Calista  E.  Hendricks, 

100.00 

104.19 

Laura  E.  Child, 

500.00 

512.07 

Minnie  K.  Bennett, 

200.00 

209.78 

Avery  W.  Green, 

200.00 

209.25 

Waterman  Fuller, 

200.00 

210.28 

John  and  Lucy  Smith, 

200.00 

205.25 
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William  A.  Breckenbridge, 

200.00 

207.83 

James  W.  Snow, 

100.00 

102.61 

Franklin  Blanchard, 

100.00 

103.82 

John  H.  Haynes, 

200.00 

207.83 

Mary  A.  Shaw, 

100.00 

102.82 

Jane  A.  Gibson, 

100.00 

105.11 

E.  B.  Gates, 

200.00 

203.41) 

Louisa  M.  Waid, 

200.00 

230.83 

Amos  A.  Allen, 

100.00 

104.47 

Torrey  Fund, 

100.00 

103.40 

Pliney  Cooley, 

50.00 

51.55 

Henry  G.  Loomis, 

200.00 

211.26 

William  Holbrook, 

200.00 

204.58 

Maria  Lawrence, 

500.00 

551.21 

Keyes  Foster, 

100.00 

104.80 

Harriett  Coolidge, 

200.00 

227.90 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Brown, 

200.00 

243.02 

Eliza  J.  Kenerson, 

200.00 

210.85 

William  Merriam, 

200.00 

231.G3 

Mary  Redding', 

50.00 

51.26 

D.  S.  Davis, 

200.00 

210.89 

Marshall  Andrews, 

200.00 

208.00 

Ambrose  M.  Andrews, 

200.00 

206.00 

Enos  Calkins, 

100.00 

102.50 

Samuel  C.  Rogers, 

200.00 

209.00 

Willard  G.  Kenerson, 

100.00 

102.50 

Maria  B.  Chapman,  care  G.  B.  Lot, 

100.00 

105.50 

Maria  B.  Chapman, 

200.00 

211.00 

Julia  H.  Henry, 

100.00 

104.50 

Isaac  King, 

150.00 

158.76 

Abel  H.  Calkins, 

100.00 

104.50 

Edward  C.  Sexton, 

100.00 

103.50 

Henry  A.  Moore, 

100.00 

104.50 

J.  S.  Kester, 

100.00 

103.50 

Melissa  Hall, 

150.00 

156.75 

Jeremiah  Long, 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

Mary  J.  Plympton, 

100.00 

100.50 

Clymena  P.  Fuller, 

150.00 

154.76 

Abigail  T.  Nichols, 

50.00 

50.26 

Mary  Hastings, 

100.00 

102.50 

Orrin  B.  Smith,  care  T.  B.  S.  Lot, 

100.00 

103.50 
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Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

Orrin  B.  Smith, 

200.00 

206.00 

Laura  P.  Green, 

100.00 

103.50 

J.  H.  Kenerson, 

100.00 

100.50 

William  Harvey, 

150.00 

158.76 

Alden  L.  Fletcher, 

60.00 

63.70 

Carrie  A.  Kurtz, 

100.00 

102.50 

Ralph  Green, 

200.00 

219.00 

Meriva  L.  Capen, 

100.00 

103.50 

Minerva  R.  Olds, 

100.00 

100.50 

Otis  C.  Lyon, 

100.00 

101.50 

Hitchcock- Graves  Fund, 

100.00 

102.50 

Minerva  M.  Gates, 

200.00 

208.00 

Rogers-Paine  Fund, 

100.00 

101.50 

Elizabeth  D.  Moore, 

100.00 

103.50 

Mary  E.  Bailey, 

100.00 

104.50 

M.  M.  Rogers, 

100.00 

100.50 

Nellie  S.  Hooker, 

75.00 

78.63 

Ethan  Warriner, 

100.00 

100.50 

Lizzie  E.  Fletcher, 

100.00 

103.50 

Andrew  Pinney, 

100.00 

122.69 

Frank  F.  Marcy, 

500.00 

517.50 

Thomas  McDougall, 

100.00 

102.50 

Sarah  J.  Winter, 

200.00 

205.C0 

Charles  B.  Fiske, 

200.00 

207.00 

Minnie  B.  Converse, 

500.00 

517.50 

Amelia  M.  Culver, 

100.00 

101.50 

Omer  W.  Marcy, 

100.00 

101.50 

Frank  M.  Eager, 

250.00 

251.26 

Maria  Ritchie, 

100.00 

101.50 

Charles  H.  Burleigh,  care  A.  B.  Lot, 

100.00 

100.50 

Julia  A.  Burleigh, 

100.00 

102.50 

C.  H.  and  J  A.  Burleigh, 

25.00 

25.12 

Emily  M.  Holdsworth, 

100.00 

102.50 

Sarah  D.  Smith, 

100.00 

103.50 

Hoilowell  P.  Marcy, 

100.00 

102.50 

Josie  M.  Northrop, 

300.00 

315.50 

Ellis  and  F.  M.  Dodge, 

100.00 

100.50 

Calvin  Childs, 

100.00 

102.50 

Joseph  A.  Brown, 

500.00 

512.50 

Sarah  I.  L.  Snow, 

50.00 

51.76 

Abby  J  Pierce, 

100.00 

102.50 
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Name 

D.  W.  Taft, 
Henry  Graves, 
William  H.  Osborne, 
Sarah  E.  Ward, 
George  F.  Sedgwick, 
George  H.  Cobb, 
B.  M.  Griswold, 
Thomas  Bruce, 
H.  H.  Paine, 
Susan  M.  Page, 
Peebles  Fund, 
George  F.  Merrick, 
Maria  M.  Hastings, 
Walter  E.  Stone, 
Mary  A.  Thayer, 
Lucy  M.  Shaw, 
Samuel  Sharratt, 
George  Robinson, 
Joseph  F.  Gerald, 
James  F.  Fenton, 
Liberty  Jenks, 
Martha  J.  Mooers, 
Byram  Woodhead, 
Alemenia  M.  Hastings, 
Clara  B.  Fisherdick, 
Austin  E.  Gould, 
Susan  Beebe, 
James  I.  Milliken, 
Christen  Christiansen, 
Millie  G.  Rose, 

Mary  E.  Murdoek,  care  of  F.  M. 

Mary  E.  Murdoek,  care  of  L.  B. 

Robert  Chambers, 

Josiah  P.  Stevens, 

William  B.  Bennett, 

Charles  W.  Bennett, 

Charles  E.  Fuller, 

Frederick  H.  Conant, 

Joseph  V.  Clark, 

Robert  Reid, 

Edwin  B.  Newell, 


Present 


Lot, 
Lot, 


Amount 

Condition 

75.00 

80.63 

50.00 

50.26 

50.00 

50.26 

50.00 

50.26 

100.00 

101.50 

50.00 

50.76 

50.00 

50.76 

100.00 

100.50 

50.00 

50.26 

100.00 

102.50 

100.00 

102.50 

100.00 

102.50 

200.00 

205.00 

200.00 

205.00 

50.00 

51.76 

100.00 

102.50 

100.00 

100.50 

200.00 

209.00 

100.00 

103.50 

100.00 

105.50 

200.00 

204.33 

200.00 

201.63 

100.00 

100.95 

100.00 

100.95 

100.00 

100.95 

100.00 

102.17 

100.00 

101.17 

200.00 

208.33 

50.00 

51.09 

100.00 

101.50 

100.00 

101.17 

100.00 

101.17 

100.00 

101.17 

100.00 

100.50 

100.00 

100.50 

100.00 

101.17 

100.00 

101.50 

100.00 

100.83 

100.00 

100.83 

100.00 

100.83 

100.00 

100.50 

7  0 


Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

Martha  A.  Shaw, 

211.00 

216.50 

August  Carlson, 

100.00 

101.38 

Elizabeth  R.  Macomber, 

200.00 

202.00 

Thomas  D.  Frame, 

200.00 

200.75 

0.  P.  Allen, 

100.00 

100.37 

Albert  A.  Sherman, 

100.00 

100.00 

Charles  A.  Royce, 

100.00 

100.00 

Martin  L.  Farrington, 

100.00 

100.00 

Joseph  H.  Jones, 

150.00 

150.00 

Mary  S.  Moore, 

100.00 

100.00 

£20,146.00  $20,867.91 
Gain  in  P.  C.  Fund,  $1,000.00 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  FUND 
Balance  fund  January  1,  1923,  $1,046.26 
Added: 

Interest  payable  Secretary,  202.50 
Interest  payable  Town  Treas.,  657.43 
Interest  C.  I.  Fund,  57.20 
Interest  Town  Treas.  fund,  .08  $1,963.47 

Withdrawn : 

Care  of  lots,  738.00 
Present  condition,  $1,225.47 

DAVID  L.  BODFISH, 
ALDEN  P.  KNOWLTON, 

Cemetery  Commissioners. 


Care  of  Soldiers'  Graves 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the 
care  of  the  graves  of  soldiers  who  have  served  in  the 
wars  of  the  United  States  : 

Markers  have  been  purchased  and  placed  on  the 
graves,  designating  special  care.  One  hundred  and  eight 
graves  have  been  cared  for  this  year.  There  is  much 
work  remaining  to  be  done  in  order  to  have  all  the 
graves  in  proper  shape. 

Appropriation,  $250.00 
Paid  for  markers,  $102.90 
Paid  for  care  of  graves,  133.00 

  235.90 


Balance,  $14.10 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Supt.  of  Graves. 
DAVID  L.  BODFISH, 


Overseers'  of  the  Poor  Report 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of 
Palmer : 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Palmer 
herewith  submit  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1923 : 

Through  Whom  Aided  No.  Aided  Amount 

Town  Farm,  9  $4,246.49 

In  homes  and  private  families,  74  3,308.24 

Poor  under  Chapter  763,  Acts  1913,  23  2,694.72 

Persons  aided  in  other  cities  and  towns,  12  342.29 

Persons  aided  in  this  town  having  no 

settlement  in  the  Commonwealth,  8  S99.56 

The  amount  expended  on  this  last  item  will  be  reim- 
bursed, also  two-thirds  of  the  amount  expended  under 
Chapter  763,  Acts  of  1913.    (Mothers'  Aid.) 

RECEIPTS 

Appropriations  and  Transfer  from  Reserve  Fund: 
Salaries,  $430.00 
General  Administration,  10,000.00 
Contingent  Fund,  200.00 
Thompson  Fund  Income  Acct,  42.80 
Reserve  Fund,  1,461.20  $12,134.00 

Town  Farm: 

Sale  of  Produce,  1,772.41 

Board,  1,526.64 
Sale  of  Wood,  97.00 
Sale  of  Stock  and  Hides,  55.83  3,451.88 

Reimbursements : 

Individual,  106.60 

Cities  and  Towns,  19.30 

State,  1,836.57         1,962.47  $17,548.35 


PAYMENTS 

Support  of  Poor: 

Salaries,  $430.00  430.00 
Town  Farm, 

Warden,  900.00 

Labor,  586.72 

Groceries  and  Provisions,  507.45 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing,  19.20 

Repairs  on  Buildings,  25.63 

Fuel  and  Light,  700.62 

Hay  and  Grain,  975.53 

Equipment,  351.45 

Telephone,  28.00 

Sundry  Items,  151.89  4,246.49 
Outside  Poor: 

Groceries  and  Provisions,  3,347.60 

Coal  and  Wood,  705.03 

Rent,  1,148.74 

Board  and  Care,  317.13 

Medicine  and  Medical 

Attendance,  358.75 

Cash  846.60 

State  Institutions,  438.46 

Postage  and  Printing,  7.56 

Sundry  Items,  287.64        7,457.51  $12,134.00 

NET  COST  OF  CHARITIES 

Total  Expenses,  *  $12,134.00 
Less  Receipts  of  Town  Farm  turned  over 

to  Town  Treasurer,  $3,451.88 
Less  Reimbursements  from  Individuals, 

Cities,  Towns  and  State,  1,962.47 

Less  Income  from  Thompson  Fund,  42.80  5,457.15 


$2,765.79 

Plus  outstanding  bills  applying  on  1923,  825.72 


Net  Cost,  $6,676.85 


NET  COST  OF  TOWN  FARM 
Total  Expenses  during  1923,  $4,246.49 
Total  Receipts  during  1923,  $3,451.88 
Less  Receipts  applying  on  1922,  686.09 


3,591.51 


Net  Cost,  $654.98 
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REPORT  OF  WARDEN  TO  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR 

December  31,  1922,  to  December  31,  1923 

Receipts : 

Milk,  $1,704.06 
Produce,  221.18 
Board,  1,526.64  $3,451.88 

Disbursements : 

Paid  Town  Treasurer,  $3,451.88 

BILLS  RECEIVABLE 
For  Milk,  S300.00 
For  Board,  525.72 


>n25.72 


Number  of  Inmates  registered  during  year,  9 

Largest  number  at  one  time,  9 

Average  number  supplied  for  year,  (I 

INVENTORY 

Furniture  and  tableware,  •  $1,100.*J0 

Food  supplies,  482.00 

Live  stock,  1,760.00 

Hay,  Grain  and  Ensilage,  320,00 

Farm  Implements,  1,168.00 

Wood,  Coal  and  Lumber,  495.00 


$5,325.00 


MAURICE  F.  LAWLER, 

Warden. 

The  Board  recommends  the  following  appropriatic  s 
for  its  use  during  the  year  1924 : 

Support  of  Poor,  si  1,500.00 

Contingent,  1,000.00 

Salaries  of  Board,  430.00 

Town  Physician,  150.00 


Total,  $13,080.00 

P.  H.  McKELLIGETT, 
CHAS.  GIROUX,  M.  D., 
T.  W.  MANSFIELD, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  COMPILATION 
OF  LIST  OF  SOLDIERS  SERVING 
IN  WORLD  WAR 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Town  at  its  last 
annual  meeting  to  compile  a  list  of  the  soldiers  from  the 
Town  of  Palmer  serving  in  the  World  War  submits  the 
following  report : 

Your  committee  has  carefully  gone  over  the  records 
and  lists  of  men  reported  as  serving  in  the  army,  navy, 
marine  corps,  and  as  nurses  in  the  World  War,  who  are 
or  should  be  credited  to  the  Town  of  Palmer,  and  has 
placed  its  records  in  the  hands  of  the  Adjutant  General's 
Department  for  the  completion  of  the  history  of  each 
individual.  The  department  has  not  yet  completed  its 
work.  On  its  completion  a  card  index  record  of  each 
person  will  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
where  it  will  be  available  for  future  reference.  It  will 
be  necessary  that  the  appropriation  of  $300  previously 
made  for  this  Committee  be  held  in  reserve  to  meet  the 
charge  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  other  expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ROBERT  W.  BODFISH,  Chairman, 
R.  LEWIS  THAYER,  JR., 
JOHN  F.  FOLEY,  2nd, 

Committee. 


Report  of  Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measures 


For  the  year  ending  December  31,  1923 
This  Department  has  sealed,  corrected  or  condemned 
the  following: 

Adjusted    Sealed  Condemned 


Platform  Scales  over  5,000  lbs. 

9 

Platform  Scales  under  5,000  ibs., 

1 

55 

13 

Counter  Scales  over  100  lbs., 

5 

11 

2 

Counter  Scales  under  100  lbs., 

5 

31 

1 

Beam  Scales  under  100  lbs., 

3 

Spring"  Scales  over  100  lbs., 

1 

4 

Spring-  Scales  under  100  lbs., 

8 

42 

5 

Computing  Scales  under  100  lbs., 

29 

1 

Personal  Weighing  Scales, 

1 

Avoirdupois  Weights, 

379 

Liquid  Measures, 

111 

Gasoline  Measuring  Pumps, 

4 

26 

4 

Kerosene  Measuring  Pumps, 

10 

1 

Quantity  Stops, 

129 

Molasses  Measuring  Devices, 

1 

2 

Yard  Measures, 

4 

Reweighing-  of  Ice, 

•:  l 

Reweighing  of  Grain  or  Feed, 

32 

Reweighing  of  Flour, 

55 

Reweighing-  of  Butter, 

41 

Reweighing  of  Dry  Commodities, 

32 

Reweighing  of  Meats  and  Provisions, 

10 

Reweighing  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables, 

15 

Reweighing  of  Bread, 

80 

Testing  Milk  Jars, 

70 

Special  Inspection  of  Kerosene  Pumps, 

1 

Special  Inspection  of  Scales, 

19 

Special  Inspection  of  Gasoline  Pumps, 
Special  Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  Cans, 
Inspection  of  Hawkers'  and  Peddlers' 


5 

40 


Licenses, 


1 


24 


1,246 


30 

$85.10 


Receipts  of  Office,  Paid  Treasurer, 


LOUIS  LEVEILLEE, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 


License  Commissioners'  Report 


The  Board  of  License  Commissioners  met  and 
organized  April  27,  1923. 

It  was  voted  to  have  all  the  fees  the  same  as  in  pre- 
vious years. 

The  number  of  licenses  granted  as  follows :  Sixth 
class,  3;  common  victuallers,  9;  Sunday  licenses,  40; 
lodging  houses,  4;  inn  holders,  6. 


MICHAEL  J.  SULLIVAN,  Chairman 
NEIL  McDONALD,  Clerk 
OSCAR  BRESSETTE 


Report  of  Chief  of  Police 


Palmer,  Mass.,  January  1,  1924. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

In  the  year  1923,  208  cases,  not  including  cases 
against  juvenile  offenders,  were  prosecuted  in  the  local 
district  court  against  170  persons  for  offenses  committed 
within  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Palmer.  Of  the  persons 
brought  before  the  court  in  these  cases  97  were  residents 
and  73  were  non-residents:  163  were  males  and  7  were 


females.   A  list  of  the  cases  follows : 

Affray,  4 

Assault,            •  20 

Bastardy..  2 

Carrying  revolver,  1 

Cruelty  to  animals,  2 

Desertion,  1 

Disturbing  the  peace,  3 

Drunkenness,  47 

Fugitive  from  justice,  6 

Incest,  1 

Larceny,  11 

Lewd  and  lascivious  conduct,  6 

Masher  act,  1 

Non-support,  3 

Parents  for  neglect  of  children,  2 

Rape,  2 

Railroad  trespass,  5 

Stubborn  child,  1 

Vagrants,  6 

Violation  of  liquor  laws,  33 

Violation  of  motor  vehicle  laws,  49 

Violation  of  milk  laws,  2 


There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the 
police  during  the  year.    The  officers  have  attended  to 


TO 


oir  duties  faithfully  in  the  several  villages  of  the  town 
and  good  public  order  has  been  maintained. 

In  my  judgment  the  time  has  come  when  the  services 
of  a  day  patrolman  are  required  in  the  Depot  Village. 
It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  the 
streets  at  all  times.  However,  I  am  called  upon  to  make 
so  many  investigations,  especially  with  reference  to  auto- 
mobile cases,  which  require  my  presence  in  remote  sec- 
tions of  the  town,  that  at  many  times,  particularly  on 
busy  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  the  streets  are  without 
police  protection  that  is  required.  Then,  too,  my  presence 
is  required  very  frequently  at  the  criminal  sittings  of  the 
Superior  Court,  and  in  the  committal  of  prisoners  from 
the  court  to  the  various  prisons  in  the  Commonwealth. 
This  work  which  I  am  obliged  to  do  also  leaves  the  town 
in  the  day  time  without  the  police  protection  that  is 
•desirable.  I  therefore  suggest  to  you  and  to  the  voters 
i  the  town  that  proper  action  be  taken  which  will  pro- 
kle  for  the  presence  of  a  uniformed  police  officer  upon 
the  streets  of  the  Depot  Village  at  all  necessary  hours 
of  the  day. 

TIMOTHY  J.  CRIMMINS, 


Chief  of  Police. 


Report  of  the  Young  Men's  Library 
Association 


1 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1923 
To  the  Members  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  AssociatioB  : 
I  herewith  submit  my  thirteenth  annual  report  as 
Librarian  of  your  Association.   The  report  will  be  brief : 

CIRCULATION 

The  total  circulation  for  the  year  was  65,167,  divided 
as  follows  :    Main  Library,  36,382 ;  Three  Rivers  Branch, 
18,246;  Thorndike  Branch,   7,449;   Bondsville  Br? 
2,823 ;  School  Deposits,  267. 

This  year's  circulation,  compared  with  that  of  last 
year,  shows  a  decrease  of  204.  The  decrease  is  small. 
Instead  of  a  decrease,  there  should  have  been,  at  least,  a 
slight  increase. 

Several  factors  have  entered  into  the  slight  loss  in 
circulation,  such  as  change  in  personnel  of  attendants 
and  failure  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  possibilities  of 
the  State  Reading  Plan.  This  State  Reading  Plan  offers 
unusual  opportunities  for  increasing  circulation.  This 
year  a  special  effort  will  be  made,  if  possible,  to  have  the 
State  Reading  Plan  thoroughly  understood.  It  has  wc  - 
derful  possibilities  in  creating  potential  library  patrons. 
The  entire  idea  underlying  the  Plan  is  to  take  advantage 
of  the  habit-forming  period  of  youth  and  inculcate  during 
this  period  the  habit  of  reading  the  right  kind  of  liter- 
ature. 


si 


Personally,  your  Librarian  will  not  be  satisfied  until 
the  circulation  of  your  library  has  reached  75,000  per 
year — a  circulation  well  within  reasonable  expectations, 
if  our  institution  can  be  made  to  function  as  fully  as  it 
should. 

STATE  READING  PLAN 

Mention  has  been  made  under  "Circulation"  of  the 
State  Reading  Plan,  a  method  of  procedure  which  was 
somewhat  fully  elaborated  in  last  year's  report.  Further 
comment  seems  advisable.  This  scheme  comprises  a  well- 
graded  list  of  reading  for  the  various  grades  in  the 
schools,  together  with  certain  certificates  which  are  to  be 
presented  to  pupils  who  have  read  a  certain  number  of 
the  required  books  and  have  given  to  the  Librarian  satis- 
factory evidence  of  having  done  so.  These  books — sev- 
eral hundred  in  number — have  been  purchased  by  us  and 
have  been  placed  in  our  Main  Library,  the  Thorndike 
Branch,  the  Three  Rivers  Branch,  and  in  the  school 
building  at  Bondsville.  Several  certificates  have  been' 
already  earned  by  the  pupils  in  the  schools. 

A  plan  is  to  be  devised  whereby  some  sort  of  a  re- 
ward will  be  offered  to  the  room  or  rooms  in  the  various 
schools  which  secure  the  largest  number  of  certificates 
within  a  definite  period  of  time.  The  trophy  probably 
will  be  a  silk  flag,  the  same  to  be  held  by  the  winning 
room  until  the  expiration  of  the  next  time  period  of  the 
contest.  If  such  a  plan  can  be  put  into  operation  and 
if  someone  can  be  given  the  task  of  checking  up  on  the 
plan  from  time  to  time,  there  is  no  reason  why  a  large 
increase  in  interest  cannot  be  secured. 

This  State  Reading  Plan  not  only  teaches  the  child 
the  habit  of  reading,  but  gives  him  excellent  training  in 
reading  and  interpreting  what  he  reads.  If  the  one  who 
does  the  testing  knows  thoroughly  the  books  read,  she 
can  develop  in  the  child  great  facility  in  the  telling  of 
what  has  been  read.    After  all,  the  chief  end  sought  in 
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all  reading  is  the  securance  by  the  reader  of  the  thought 
conveyed  in  the  written  or  printed  word.  In  other  places, 
where  they  are  successfully  carrying  out  this  State  Read- 
ing Plan,  these  results  have  been  secured.  A  vast  im- 
provement in  the  child's  power  to  tell  what  he  has  read 
has  been  noticed. 

This  is  particularly  true  in  Ware,  where  the  one  who 
hears  the  reports  rendered  by  the  children  is  the  ex- 
superintendent  of  schools  in  that  town.  He  is  particu- 
larly well  fitted  for  this  sort  of  work,  as  he  understands 
children  and  their  ability  to  reproduce  what  they  have 
read.  The  teachers  in  the  schools  note  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  child's  ability  to  interpret  what  he  reads  in 
such  studies  as  History,  Geography,  etc.  Whereas  we 
may  not  equal  the  success  attained  in  Ware,  there  is  no 
reason  why,  with  proper  attention  given,  we  cannot  ap- 
proach similar  attainment. 

APPRECIATION 

The  purpose  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Associa- 
tion is  the  same  as  has  been  often  reiterated  in  this  report 
during  the  past  thirteen  years.  The  Association  is  the 
servant  of  the  people,  supported  in  the  main  by  their 
money,  and  very  mindful  of  this  fact.  The  Association 
recognizes  fully  the  generous  support  which  the  Town 
has  accorded  it.  Full  appreciation  of  the  many  things 
which  the  Town  has  done  for  the  Association  is  ever 
present  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  directing  the 
affairs  of  the  Library.  The  Association  desires  to  meet 
every  need  felt  by  the  community  in  the  matter  of  reading 
and  will  gladly  welcome  at  any  time  any  suggestions 
which  any  have  to  offer.  Those  directing  the  Library 
have  no  interest  other  than  making  the  Library  a  distinct 
contribution  to  the  well-being  of  the  community  of 
Palmer. 


STATISTICS 
Circulation 
The  following  statistics  are  given: 


BOOKS  AND  MAGAZINES 


Main  Library, 

36,382 

Three  Rivers  Branch, 

18,240 

Thorndike  Branch, 

7,449 

Bondsville  Branch, 

2,823 

School  Deposits. 

J* >  i 

Total, 

65,167 

Last  Year, 

65,371 

Decrease, 

204 

Books  on  hand,  January  1,  1923, 

16,064 

Purchased  during  the  year, 

510 

Received  by  gift, 

7 

Books  on  hand,  January  1,  1924, 

16,581 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON, 

Librarian. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1923, 

$  519.48 

Received  from  Town  of  Palmer, 

4,600.00 

Fines,  etc.. 

129.32 

$5,248.80 

DISBURSEMENTS 

May  Robinson,  attendant,  Palmer, 

$  849.96 

Grace  Swann,  Ass't,  Palmer, 

583.30 

Mrs.  David  Davis,  Ass't,  Palmer, 

100.00 

E.  Spaulding,  janitor, 

314.04 

Branch  Library  attendants, 

734.00 

Fuel  and  Lights, 

1,111.19 

Telephone, 

24.04 

Miscellaneous  Expenses, 

115.49 

Supplies, 

74.00 

Books  and  Magazines, 

1,374.57 

$5,288.59 

Overdrawn, 

$  39.79 

LOUIS  E.  CHANDLER,  Treasurer. 


Auditors'  Report 


We  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer,  Tax  Collector,  Town  Clerk,  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  and  Secretary  of  the  Cemetery  Commis- 
sioners for  the  year  1923  and  beg  to  submit  the  following: 

TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS 
Balance  on  hand  January  1st,  1923,  $138,377.62 
Receipts  during  year,  485,067.90 


$623,445.52 

Total  paid  out  on  warrants  and  orders  during-  year  557,393.31 


Balance  on  hand  December  31st,  1923,  $66,052.21 


ACCOUNTS  OF  J.  A.  HAWKES,  TAX  COLLECTOR 


Account  of  1913: 

Outstanding  Dec.  31st,  1923, 

S362.05 

Account  of  1915: 

Outstanding  Dec.  31st,  1923, 

1,519.02 

Account  of  1916: 

Outstanding  Dec.  31st,  1923, 

2,348.76 

Account  of  1917: 

Outstanding  Dec.  31st,  1923, 

2,965.26 

$7,195.09 


Overpayment  to  Treasurer, 

Levy  of  1914,  $12.48 

Undistributed  payments  to  Treasurer 

February  28,  1922,  $1,224.25 
March  2nd,  1922,  128.62 


1,352.87 


Outstanding  Dec.  31st,  1923, 

Levies  of  1913-1917,  5,829.74  $7,195.09 
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ACCOUNTS  OF  JOHN  T.  BKOWN,  TAX  COLLECTOR 

ACCOUNT  OF  1918 
Outstanding  Jan.  1st,  1923,  $28.54 
Interest,  2.21 


Paid  Treasurer,  19.05 
Abatements.  11.70 


ACCOUNT  OF  1919 

Outstanding  Jan.  1st,  1923,  $53.77 

Added  Assessments,  12.00 

Overpayment  to  Treasurer,  2.00 

Fire  Dist.  No.  2  taxes  credited  to 

Street  Sprinkling,  5.25 

Interest,  3.93 

Paid  Treasurer,  31.21 

Abatements,  45.74 


ACCOUNT  OF  1920 

Oustsanding  Jan.  1st,  1923,  $1,237.75 

Added  Assessments,  15.00 
Overpayment  to  Treasurer, 
Fire  Dist.  No.  2  taxes  credited  to 

Street  Sprinkling,  2.93 

Interest,  174.17 


Paid  Treasurer,  1,134.46 
Abatements,  254.84 


Paid  Treasurer,  4,352.!'  1 

Abatements,  943.39 


$30.75 


30.75 


76.95 


1,430.05 


1,389.30 


Outstanding  December  31,  1923,  $40.75 

ACCOUNT  OF  1921 

Outstanding  Jan.  1st,  1923,  $7,154.78 

Overpayment  to  Treasurer,  .40 

Paid  and  abated,  1.41 

Interest,  442.69 

  $7,599.2S 


5,296.33 


Outstanding  December  31,  1923, 


$2,302.95 
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ACCOUNT  OF  1922 

Outstanding  Jan.  1st,  1923,  $20,888.77 

Interest,  522.12 

Cash  on  hand,  100.00 


Paid  Treasurer,  813,714.11 
Abatements,  727.59 


$21,510.89 


  14,441.70 

Outstanding  December  31,  1923,  $7,069.19 

ACCOUNT  OF  1923 
Assessors'  Warrant  to  be  collected,  $271,747.98 
Interest,  87.80 

  $271,835.78 


Paid  Treasurer,  227,844.65 
Abatements,  928.87 


228,773.52 


Outstanding  December  31,  1923,  $43,062.26 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Fees  collected  1923,  $85.16 
Balance  due,  85.16 


TOWN  CLERK 
DOG  LICENSES 


Licenses  issued: 

Males,  375  <S>  $2.00,  $750.00 

Spayed  Females,  56  @  $2.00,  112.00 

Females,  62  @  $5.00,  310.00 


$1,172.00 


Payments  to  County  Treasurer: 

June  1,  1923,  $1,029.00 
Dec.  1,  1923,  45.55 


$1,074.55 

Fees  deducted,  97.45 


$1,172.00 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT 
Appropriation,  $3,100.00 
Additional,  275.00 

  $3,375.00 

$3,337.10 
37.90 

  $3,375.00 

Amounts  collected  and  paid  Town  Treasurer  as  follows: 


Sale  of  lots,  $282.00 
Care  of  lots,  1,131.50 
Grading,  42.00 
Opening  graves,  449.00 
Foundations,  282.34 
All  others,  15.00 

  $2,201.84 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  FUND 

Balance,  Jan.  1,  1923,  $1,046.26 
Interest  to  Dec.  31,  1923,  $917.21 
Care  of  lots  for  year,  738.00 

  $179.21 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1923,  $1,225.47 

Perpetual  Care  Fund -  -Dec.  31,  1923,  $20,140.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HOWARD  S.  CURTIS, 
FRANCIS  C.  HORGAN, 
ROBERT  J.  WILDER, 


Expenditures, 
Balance, 


Auditors. 


Town  Warrant 


COMMONWEALTH   OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
County  of  Hampden,  ss.  Town  of  Palmer. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  in 
said  County, 

GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections 
of  town  officers,  to  meet  at  the  several  polling  place?  in 
said  Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen,  to  wit:  In  Pre- 
cinct A.  at  Holbrook  Hall  in  the  Holbrook  Building-  on 
Main  Street  in  the  Depot  Village;  in  Precinct  B,  at  Recrea- 
tion Building  (room  on  the  street  floor)  on  Commercial 
Street  in  Thorndike ;  in  Precinct  C,  at  Saint  Stanislaus 
Polish  Lyceum  Building  (room  on  the  street  floor)  on  East 
Main  Street  in  Three  Rivers:  and  in  Precinct  D,  at  Boston 
Duck  Company's  Hall  on  Main  Street  in  Bondsville,  on 
Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  P)?4.  at  six 
o'clock- in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  votes 
on  one  ballot  to  precinct  officers  of  the  several  voting-  pre- 
cincts of  said  town,  for  the  following  town  officers,  to  wit: 
Three  Selectmen,  a  Town  Treasurer,  a  Tax  Collector,  three 
Auditors,  five  Constables,  three  License  Commissioners, 
and  a  Tree  Warden,  all  for  the  term  of  one  year;  one  Asses- 
sor (to  fill  vacancy)  for  the  term  of  one  year;  one  member 
of  the  School  Committee  (to  fill  vacancy)  for  the  term  of 
one  year;  one  Assessor,  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  two 
members  of  the  School  Committee,  one  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  one  Cemetery  Commissioner,  a  Town 
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Qerk,  and  one  Road  Commissioner,  all  for  the  term  of  three 
years;  also  to  vote  by  ballot,  which  shall  be  "Yes"  or  "No," 
i'.  answer  to  the  question  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  certain  non-intoxicating  beverages  in  this  town?" 

The  polls  w  ill  be  open  at  six  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and 
ill  be  closed  at  three-thirty  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

And  you  arc  further  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn 
the  inhabitants  of  said  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  town 
affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  House  at  Four  Corners,  in 
said  Palmer,  on  Monday,  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  A. 
D.  1924,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening",  then  and  there  to 
.!  •  on  the  following  articles,  viz.  : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Art.  "2.  To  choose  all  other  usual  Tow  n  Officers. 

Art.  3.  To  act  on  the  reports  of  the  Town  Officers. 

Art.  4.  To  raise  money  and  make  appropriations  to 
defray  expenses  of  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year, 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
during  the  ensuing  financial  year,  in  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  of  said  year,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  nec- 
essary for  current  expenses  of  the  Town,  but  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  the  amount  permitted  by  law,  giving  the 
note  or  notes  of  the  town  therefor,  payable  within  one  year 
from  the  date  thereof;  all  debts  incurred  tinder  authority 
of  this  vote  to  be  paid  from  revenue  of  the  said  financial 
year. 

Art.  G.    To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  committees. 

Art.  7.  To  choose  committees  and  give  them 
instructions. 
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Art.  8.  To  determine  the  manner  and  state  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  collecting  the  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate- 
money  to  suppress  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  money  to  con- 
vey pupils  to  and  from  the  public  schools,  and  instruct  the 
School  Committee  as  to  the  manner  of  letting  the  contract 
for  such  conveyance. 

Art.  1?.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  money 
for  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Art,  13.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in 
relation  to  sewers. 

Art.  14.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in 
respect  to  lighting  the  streets,  and  whether  it  will  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  make  contract  therefor,  and  raise  and 
appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  15,  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in 
reference  to  the  planting  and  preservation  of  shade  trees. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  improvement  of  cemeteries. 

Art.  17.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  re- 
gard to  sidewalks  and  curbing-. 

Art.  18.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  suits  and  claims  now  pending  against  the  Town. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  money 
for  the  suppression  of  gypsy  and  brown-tail  moths  and  elm 
tree  beetles. 
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Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  insurance  and  maintenance  of  the 
auto  fire  trucks  for  the  ensuing  year,  or  see  what  action  it 
will  take  relative  thereto. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  money 
for  defraying  the  Town's  share  of  the  support  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court. 

Art.  *^*?.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  such  sum 
of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  rent, 
janitor  service  and  maintenance  of  the  Town  Offices  in  the 
Holbrook  Building. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  sprinkle  or 
spread  upon  its  public  ways,  or  parts  thereof,  water  or  any 
liquid  or  material  suitable  for  laying  or  preventing  dust 
and  preserving  the  surface  of  such  ways  and  for  sanitary 
purposes,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  assessed  upon  abutting" 
estates,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  Wing  Memorial  Hospi- 
tal Association  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  said  associa- 
tion in  this  town,  or  for  the  care  and  support  in  said  hospi- 
tal of  persons  wholly  or  in  part  unable  to  support  or  care  for 
themselves,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  make  provision  for 
reimbursing  the  Police  Officers  for  expenses  incurred  in  the 
investigation  of  cases  and  otherwise  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

Art.  26.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $500.00  to  help  defray  the  cost  of  main- 
taining the  District  Nurse. 

Art.  27.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  maintain 
night  police  in  the  several  villages,  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  employ  and  appoint  in  addition  a  Chief  of  Police, 


one  or  more  day  Patrolmen,  and  to  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  all  the  Police  Officers  of  the 
Town,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  28.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  to  meet  the  Town's  share  of  the  cost  to  the  County 
of  Hampden  for  providing  adequate  hospital  care  for  con- 
sumptives under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  III  of  the 
General  Laws. 

Art.  29.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 

the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  or  any  sum,  to  be  expended 
within  the  Town  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  for 
County  Aid  to  Agriculture  for  the  promotion  of  boys'  and 
girls'  work  in  agriculture,  home  making  and  country  life  in 
the  Town,  including  agricultural  demonstration  work  on 
land  owned  by  the  Town,  or  owned  by  any  resident  of  the 
Town,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  45  of 
Chapter  128 "of  the  General  Laws. 

Art.  30.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  sell  the 

hearses. 

Art.  3L  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  system  of  improved  lighting  on  Main  Street  in 
the  Depot  Village  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
same. 

Art.  32.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  the 
salaries  of  any  Town  Officers. 

Art.  33.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  money 
under  the  authority  of  Section  22  of  Chapter  115  of  the 
General  Laws  for  the  care  of  graves  of  persons  who  have 
served  in  the  army,  navy  or  marine  corps  of  the  L'nited 
States  in  time  of  war  or  insurrection  and  been  honorably 
discharged  from  such  service. 
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Art.  34,  To  see  If  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Moderator  to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  five  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Town  Forest  and  re- 
port at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Art.  35.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $125.00  for  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  the  clock  located  in  the  Universalist  Church  tower  in  the 
Depot  Village,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  36.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  put  in  a  new 
floor  and  heating  plant  in  the  Town  House  at  Four  Corners, 
and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  37.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  provide  a 
water  supply  for  Four  Corners  cemetery,  and  raise  and 
appropriate  money  for  the  same,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Art.  38.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  erect  a  fence 
•  I ]  the  westerly  side  of  Oak  Knoll  Cemetery  in  the  Depot 
Village,  with  appropriate  gates,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  same,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Art.  30.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  provide  suitable  office 
accommodations  for  the  use  of  the  Road  Commissioners. 

Art.  40.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  build  an  addi- 
tion to  the  present  storehouse  on  Pleasant  Street  in  the 
Depot  Village  on  land  recently  purchased  by  the  Town,  and 
raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Art.  41.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  buy  a  small 
Ford  truck  for  the  use  of  the  Road  Commissioners' 
Department. 

Art.  42.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  repair  and 
paint  the  Burleigh  bridge  in  the  manner  recommended  by 
the  Road  Commissioners,  or  otherwise,  and  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  same. 
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\rt  43.  To  see  it  the  Town  will  instruct  the  Select- 
men to  petition  the  County  Commissioners  to  discontinue 
that  part  of  the  highway  known  as  the  Old  Springfield 
Road,  near  the  Old  Wire  Mill  gate,  so-called,  and  not  now- 
used,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

.\rt.  44.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the  Select- 
men to  petition  the  County  Commissioners  to  discontinue 
a  section  of  highway  running  from  the  Boston  Road  near 
the  residence  of  H.  LaRoche,  to  the  Palmer  Center-Warren 
Road,  opposite  the  residence  of  one  Midura,  in  the  Shorley 
District,  a  distance  of  about  one  mile,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Art.  45.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  repair  the  tar 
walk  and  install  curbing  on  the  northerly  side  of  Main 
Street  in  the  Village  of  Thorndike,  from  Commercial  Street 
to  St.  Mary's  Church,  and  construct  a  new  tar  concrete 
walk,  with  curbing  from  St.  Mary's  Church  to  the  easterly 
line  of  the  Jason  Miller  property,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  same. 

Art.  46.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  rela- 
tive to  the  improvement  of  the  Water  Street  sewer  in  the 
Depot  Village. 

Art.  47.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  complete  the  cement 
walk  on  the  easterly  side  of  North  Main  Street  in  the  Depot 
village  abutting  land  of  Henry  D.  Converse. 

Art.  48.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  "vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  money  fur  new  sidewalks  as  follows:  (a)  Walk, 
with  curbing,  on  Converse  Street  in  the  Depot  Village  near 
the  new  high  school  building;  (b)  Cement  walk,  with  curb- 
ing, on  the  southerly  side  of  North  Street  in  the  Milage  of 
Three  Rivers  from  Bridge  Street  to  Palmer  Mill  tenement 
No.  34  ;  (c  )  Cement  walk,  with  curbing,  on  the  westerly  side 


of  Pleasant  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers,  from 
Bourne  Street  to  the  northwesterly  corner  of  land  of  Agnes 
F.  Wilson;  (d)  Cement  walk,  with  curbing,  on  the  north- 
erly side  of  Main  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers, 
from  Charles  Street  to  Four  Corners ;  (e)  Cement  walk,  with 
curbing,  in  the* Village  of  Three  Rivers,  from  Main  Street 
northerly  to  the  Wenimesset  School. 

Art.  49.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  install  and 
maintain  additional  electric  lights  as  follows:  (a)  1  light  on 
Pine  Street  in  the  Depot  Village  near  residence  of  John  F. 
Foley,  2d;  (b)  3  lights  on  Park  Street  in  the  Depot  Village 
between  Allen  Street  and  Rathbone's  factory  ;  (c)  2  lights 
on  Thorndike  Street  in  the  Depot  Village,  one  at  a  point 
north  of  the  residence  of  James  Draper  and  the  other  near 
the  residence  of  one  Gravel ;  (d)  "2  lights  on  the  road  from 
Thorndike  to  Bondsville  between  the  light  near  the  former 
Bond  property  and  the  light  near  the  residence  of  John 
Tybnrski ;  (e)  1  light  opposite  Home  of  Sisters  of  St.  Anne's 
Parish  on  Charles  Street  in  Three  Rivers ;  (f)  1  light  at 
junction  of  Oak  and  Charles  Streets  in  Three  Rivers  ;  (g)  1 
light  at  junction  of  Oak  and  Ruggles  Street  in  Three 
Rivers  ;  (h)  1  light  at  junction  of  Main  and  Monat  Streets  in 
Three  Rivers;  (i)  1  light  opposite  St.  Anne's  Cemetery  on 
Main  Street  in  Three  Rivers;  (j)  4  lights  on  Springfield 
Street  in  Three  Rivers,  between  power  house  of  Palmer 
Mill  and  residence  of  R.  P.  Niles;  (k)  3  lights  on  North 
Street  in  Three  Rivers,  between  Pytka's  Bakery  and  house 
of  one  Topor. 

Art.  50.  To  sec  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  construction  of  new  sewers  and 
catch  basins  as  follows :  (a)  Sewer  in  road  leading  from 
Three  Rivers  to  Thorndike  from  the  easterly  end  of  present 
sewer  near  Four  Corners  to  a  point  opposite  house  of 
one  Chabot;  (b)  Sewer  in  High  Street,  Thorndike;  (c) 
Sewers  in  Green,  Mechanic  and  Orchard  Streets  in  the 
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Wire  Mill  section  as  per  plans  of  \V.  H.  &  IL  W.  Brainerd, 
Engineers ;  ( d)  Sewer  in  Randall  Street  in  the  Depot  Vil- 
lage from  the  present  terminus  of  the  sewer  in  said  street 
to  Shearer  Street. 

Art.  51.    To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  improvement  of  highways  as  follows:  (a) 
Macadamize  State  Street  in  the  Village  of  Bondsville  from 
Pleasant  Street  to  a  point  opposite  Cavanaugh's  Garage ; 
(b)  Macadamize  or  lay  cement  concrete  in  Central  Street, 
from  Main  to  Pleasant  Streets,  in  the  Depot  Village;  (c) 
Improve  Shearer  Street  in  the  Depot  Village  from  Randall 
Street  easterly  to  Thorndike  Street;  (d)  Resurface  with 
trap  rock  the  gravel  road  from  Four  Corners  to  Burleigh/-.  , 
(e)  Resurface  with  trap  rock  High  Street  in  the  Village 
of  Thorndike  from  Commercial  Street  to  Lake  Junction;  (f) 
Resurface  with  trap  rock  Pleasant  Street  in  the  Milage  of 
Thorndike  from  the  end  of  the  present  macadam  road  tu 
Xo.  1  mill  gate  of  the  Thorndike  Company  to  the  brow  of 
the  hill  near  the  former  Bond  property;  (g)  Macadam ize 
Belchertown  Road  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers  from  the 
track  of  the  Athol  Branch  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  to  the  Belchertown  town  line;  (h)  LaJ 
cement  concrete  in  Main  Street,  Three  Rivers,  from  Hie 
bridge  to  Prospect  Street. 

Art.  §8:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  t 
Selectmen  to  petition  the  County  Commissioners  to 
locate  Ea^t  Main  Street  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers,  fc  s- 
tween  the  bridge  over  the  Ouaboag  River  and  the  property 
formerly  of  the  Baptist  Church,  by  extending  the  norther  ;  : 
line  thereof  ten  (10)  feet  northerly  from  the  present  norfhr 
erly  line  of  said  street,  raise  and  appropriate  money  to  de- 
fray the  cost  and  expense  thereof,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 
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Art.  53.  To  sec  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
such  sum  of  money  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  award  of 
damages,  interest  and  costs  given  by  the  Superior  Court 
to  Henry  D.  Converse  for  the  taking-  of  land  on  Converse 
Street  in  the  Depot  Village  for  high  school  purposes,  less 
the  amount  heretofore  appropriated  and  not  expended,  and 
also  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  town  in  said  suit. 

Art.  54.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Selectmen  .to  oppose  the  taking  of  the  waters  of  the  Swift 
and  Ware  Rivers  for  the  uses  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
District,  study  proposed  legislation  and  employ  counsel  for 
these  purposes,  and  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $500.00 
for  necessary  expenses. 

Art.  55.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  re- 
gard to  numbering  buildings  upon  the  several  streets  in  the 
Villages  of  Three  Rivers,  Thorndike  and  Bondsville. 

Art.  56.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  rent  the  Town  House  for  athletic  and  other 
purposes. 

Art.  57.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2002.37  to  pay  unpaid  bills  con- 
tracted for  labor  and  materials  in  the  construction  of  cement 
vvalks  and  curbing  on  North  Main  Street  in  the  Depot 
Village. 

Art.  58.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  harden  the 
northerly  end  of  Squier  Street  in  the  Depot  Village  from  a 
point  near  the  residence  of  George  Callahan  to  the  north- 
erly terminus  of  said  street,  install  two  catch  basins  in  the 
above-described  part  of  said  street,  and  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  same. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by 
posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  in  some  one  public  place 
in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  town,  known  as  the 
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Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville, 
seven  days  at  least  before  the  holding-  of  said  meeting, 
and  by  publishing  an  attested  copy  thereof  in  at  least  two 
issues  of  the  Palmer  Register,  a  newspaper  published  in 
said  Palmer,  the  first  publication  to  be  not  less  than  seven 
days  before  the  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  or  before 
the  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-second  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1924. 

WILLIAM  B.  KERIGAN, 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS, 
CHARLES  A.  CALLAHAN. 


Selectmen  of  Palmer. 


Town  of  Palmer 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December   31,  1923 


School  Committee,  1923-1924 


Harold  M.  Parson?,  Chairman. 
Clifton  H.  Hobson,  Secretary. 


Dr.  Charles  Giroux, 
George  L.  Warfiehl, 


Term  expires  1926 
Term  expires  1926 
Term  expires  1925 
Term  expires  1925 
Term  expires  1924 
Term  expires  1924 


Dr.  George  A.  Moore, * 
John  F.  Shea, 


Harold  M.  Parsons, 
Dr.  John  F.  Roche, 


Regular  meetings  of  the  School  Committee  are  held  at  7.30 
p.  m.  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Friday  of  each  school  month. 

All  bills  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  on  the 
Monday  before  the  above  date. 

"Resigned  June  24  1923;  vacancy  unfilled. 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  Clifton  H.  Hobson. 
Office,  High  School  Building.    Telephone  54-M. 
Residence,  30  Pearl  Street.    Telephone  54-R. 
Office  Hours: — 8  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  1  to  5  p.  m.; 
Saturdays,  9  a.  m.  to  12  m.;  Tuesdays,  7  to  8  p.  m., 
except  the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Friday  of  each 
school  month. 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS 


Patrick  McKelliget. 


Depot 
Depot 
Depot 


Charles  Thomas, 
T.  J.  Crimmins, 
Patrick  Nagle, 
D.  W.  Fogarty, 
William  Smith, 
John  Mansfield, 
Arthur  Bennett, 


Thorndike 
Three  Rivers 
Three  Rivers 
Bondsville 
Forest  Lake 
Town 


Edmund  L.  Guerin, 


JANITORS 


Patrick  McKelliget, 
Edward  Dillon, 
Herbert  Blanchard, 


Palmer 
Palmer 
Palmer 


Patrick  Nagle, 
Charles  Fuller, 
William  Smith, 


Thorndike 
Bondsville 
Three  Rivers 


CALENDAR 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

Winter  term  begins  January  2,  1924;  ends  February  21,  1924. 

Spring  term  begins  March  3,  1924;  ends  April  25,  1924. 

Summer  term  begins  May  5,  1924;  ends  June  27,  1924. 

Fall  term  begins  September  2,  1924;  ends  December  19.  1924. 

Winter  term  begins  December  29,  1924;  ends  February  20,  1925. 

Spring  term  begins  March  2,  1925;  ends  April  24,  1925. 

Summer  term  begins  May  4,  1925;  ends  June  26,  1925. 

OTHER  SCHOOLS 

Winter  term  begins  January  2,  1924;  ends  February  21,  1924. 
Spring  term  begins  March  3,  1924;  ends  April  25,  1924. 
Summer  term  begins  May  5,  1924;  ends  June  13,  1924. 
Fall  term  begins  September  2,  1924;  ends  December  19,  1924. 
Winter  term  begins  December  29,  1924;  ends  February  20,  1925. 
Spring  term  begins  March  2,  1925;  ends  April  24,  1925. 
Summer  term  begins  May  4,  1925;  ends  June  12,  1925. 

VACATIONS— ALL  SCHOOLS 

Winter— February  23,  1924,  to  March  2,  1924,  inclusive. 

Spring— April  26,  1924,  to  May  4,  1924,  inclusive. 

Summer — (Grades):  June  14,  1924,  to  September  1,  1924,  inclusive. 

(High):  June  28,  1924,  to  September  1,  1924,  inclusive. 
Fall— December  20,  1924,  to  December  28,  1924,  inclusive. 
Winter — February  21,  1925,  to  March  1,  1925,  inclusive. 
Spring— April  25,  1925,  to  May  3,  1925,  inclusive. 
Summer — (Grades):  June  13,  1925,  to  September  1,  1925,  inclusive. 

(High):  June  27,  1925,  to  September  1,  1925,  inclusive. 

HOLIDAYS 

Columbus  Day,  Convention  Day,  Thanksgiving  (with  day  following). 
Washington's  Birthday,  Patriot's  Day,  Memorial  Day,  Labor 
Day. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

The  School  Committee  desires  to  submit  herewith  a 
brief  record  of  its  activities  throughout  the  past  year,  as 
well  as  a  detailed  report  of  the  schools — their  progress 
and  condition — as  more  fully  outlined  in  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent,  which  is  attached  hereto  and  made  a 
part  hereof. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  of  1923,  Dr.  G.  A. 
Moore,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  several  years 
previous,  resigned  in  order  to  devote  his  time  to  private 
matters.  Since  his  resignation,  the  Committee  has  con- 
sisted of  five  members,  concluding  that  it  was  desirable, 
in  view  of  the  nearness  of  the  town  election,  to  permit 
the  Town  to  select  the  sixth  member  of  the  Committee 
to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  Dr.  Moore's  resignation. 

The  Committee  has  been  very  active  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fall  school  term  of  1923  in  making  physical 
inspections  of  the  school  buildings  of  the  Town.  These 
physical  inspections  have,  in  general,  been  made  by  the 
entire  Committee  in  order  that  the  members  might  have 
personal  information  as  to  the  physical  condition  of  the 
Town's  property.  On  the  occasion  of  these  inspections, 
the  Committee  has  observed  the  progress  being  made  by 
the  pupils  in  the  assimilation  of  their  studies  and  the 
methods  used  by  the  various  teachers  in  bringing  about 
the  desired  results.  The  Committee  has  been  gratified 
by  the  results  which  were  apparently  being  accomplished, 
and  feels,  as  a  result  of  intimate  knowledge,  that  it  can- 
not too  strongly  urge  the  citizens  of  the  town  to  take  such 
time  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  schools  to 
see  how  instruction  is  given  and  the  way  it  is  assimilated 
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by  the  scholars.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that,  if  such 
time  were  taken  by  those  really  interested  in  the  school 
problem,  the  entire  attitude  of  those  now  criticizing  and 
complaining  regarding  methods  and  results  would  be 
changed  to  admiration  and  pleasure.  In  our  opinion,  the 
Superintendent  has  struck  the  keynote  of  this  entire 
situation  when  he  states  that  much  of  the  criticism  and 
dissatisfaction  leveled  against  the  schools — their  method 
and  organization — is  due  to  the  lack  of  definite  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  those  who  most  loudly  criticize.  This  is 
not  to  be  understood  as  implying  that  the  schools  are 
above  criticism,  for  such  is  not  the  case.  Nothing  human 
is  above  criticism.  However,  the  kind  of  criticism  that 
the  schools  need  is  not  destructive,  but,  rather,  const/  ac- 
tive criticism,.  The  School  Committee  is  always  desirous 
and  anxious  to  receive  constructive  criticism,  for  it  fully 
realizes  the  magnitude  of  the  problem  of  education  today 
and  its  own  incompetency  to  handle  the  matter  in  a  way 
to  meet  the  pleasure  of  all. 

The  Committee  has  endeavored  to  give  its  activities 
and  those  of  the  schools  full  publicity.  The  activities  and 
findings  of  the  Committee  at  each  meeting  have  been 
published  in  the  daily  press.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
the  items  therein  have  been  given  consideration  by  the 
public.  The  Committee  has  had  under  discussion  the 
advisability  of  calling  a  public  meeting  in  the  new  high 
school  auditorium,  in  order  that  those  who  desire  to  make 
constructive  criticisms  and  instruct  the  Committee  in  the 
matter  of  carrying  on  the  school  work  ma}'  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  their  statements  publicly.  Such, 
suggestions  would  receive  the  Committee's  most  careful 
consideration. 

The  Committee  regrets  to  state  that  the  physical 
condition  of  many  of  the  schools  is  far  from  satisfactory. 
The  interiors  of  most  of  the  village  schoclhouses  need 
redecorating-.    The  lighting  equipment  is  in  very  poor 
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id  inefficient  condition,  and  there  are  many  other  items 
which  have  been  noted  by  the  Committee  and  the  Super- 
intendent, which  will  be  brought  before  the  Town  for  its 

nsideration. 

It  is  not  recommended  that  all  of  these  repairs  be 
arte  at  once,  but  that  they  be  undertaken  in  such  a  sys- 
tematic manner  as  will  bring  the  schoolhouses  up  to  as 
arly  a  perfect  condition  as  is  possible. 

A  rather  perplexing  problem  faces  the  Committee  in 
nnection  with  the  Wenimisset  School  building  in  Three 
Rivers,  which  apparently  never  as  yet  has  been  turned 
over  to  the  Town,  and,  therefore,  is  not  strictly  under  the 
urisdiction  of  the  Committee.  Though  this  building  was 
constructed  in  the  past  few  years,  its  condition  is  very 
poor.  Plaster  has  dropped  from  the  ceiling  and  walls 
in  many  places.  Many  of  the  glass  doors  are  broken  on 
account  of  the  way  in  which  the  glass  was  placed  in  the 
doors,  and  numerous  other  defects  are  apparent.  When 
this  building  is  finally  accepted  by  the  Town,  it  must 
-xpect  to  lay  out  a  fairly  large  sum  of  money  to  put  the 
building  in  a  proper  condition. 

The  completion  of  the  new  high  school — together 
with  the  additional  building  in  Bondsville,  the  new  school 
in  Three  Rivers,  and  the  opening  of  the  parochial  school 
in  Three  Rivers — has  solved  the  building  situation  in  all 
sections  of  the  Town,  with  the  exception  of  the  Wire  Mill. 
The  portable  school,  which  was,  for  several  years  past, 
located  at  the  old  high  school  has  been  moved  to  the  Wire 
Mill,  so  that  the  "shift"  system  has  been  done  away  with 
throughout  the  town.  While,  for  the  present,  the  hous- 
ing situation  is  taken  care  of,  it  is  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  that  the  Town  seriously  consider  the  con- 
struction of  a  modern  building  at  the  Wire  Mill,  and  it 
urges  that  a  Building  Committee  be  appointed  at  once  to 
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consider  the  erection  of  this  building  within  the  next  year 
or  two.  The  Wire  Mill  is  a  rapidly  growing  community, 
and,  as  such,  is  entitled  to  as  good  school  accommodations 
as  exist  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Town. 

The  school  budget  has  received  careful  consideration 
and  the  Committee  feels  that  it  is  entirely  logical  to  ex- 
pect the  appropriation  for  schools  to  grow  each  year.  In 
fact,  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  unless  there  is  some  sharp 
drop  in  wages  and  school  supplies,  which,  in  view  of  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  is  hardly  to  be  expected.  As  the  pupils 
increase  in  number,  as  the  demands  made  for  various 
new  features  of  education  increase,  as  the  number  of 
buildings  and  their  size  increase,  it  is  entirely  reasonable 
and  logical  to  expect  that  the  school  budget  must  likewise 
increase. 

The  Committee  is  endeavoring,  in  every  way,,  to 
economize  in  the  conduct  of  the  schools,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  preserve  the  high  standard  of  education  for  which 
the  Town  of  Palmer  is  justly  complimented  by  prepara- 
tory schools  and  colleges  to  which  our  graduates  go  for 
higher  education. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  add  its  full  approval  to 
the  suggestion  made  by  the  Superintendent  that  the 
Town  secure  for  school  purposes  the  remainder  of  the 
piece  of  land  upon  which  the  new  high  school  is  located. 
A  very  brief  consideration  of  the  future  requirements  of 
the  high  school  will  indicate  to  the  most  casual  observer 
that  it  is  highly  important  from  a  Town  standpoint  ro 
secure  this  additional  property.  The  rear  end  of  the 
gymnasium  is  now  within  a  few  .feet  of  the  dividing  line 
between  the  Town  property  and  the  property  of  Mr. 
Converse.  An  addition  to  the  high  school  will  bring 
about  the  necessity  of  purchasing  additional  land  and 
this  condition  should  be  recognized  and  met  at  once. 
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The  Committee  urges  the  citizens  of  the  town  to 
make  the  greatest  possible  use  of  the  school  property, 
such  as  the  use  of  the  high  school  auditorium  and  gym- 
nasium, for  civic,  educational,  and  social  affairs,  in  order 
that  the  greatest  amount  of  good  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Town's  investment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  PARSONS, 

JOHN  F.  SHEA, 

DR.  JOHN  F.  ROCHE, 

GEORGE  L.  WARFIELD, 

DR.  CHARLES  H.  GIROUX, 

School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
SCHOOLS 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Palmer : 

Gentlemen: — I  herewith  present  my  thirteenth  an- 
nual report  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Palmer. 
This  is  the  thirty-first  in  the  series  of  reports  issued  by 
the  superintendents  of  the  town. 

INTRODUCTION 

To  place  a  proper  valuation  upon  the  work  of  a 
school  system  is  a  very  difficult  task.  The  real  and  actual 
results  of  schooling  have  no  patent,  concrete,  or  physical 
evidence  of  worth.  Time  alone  tells  the  story.  Were  the 
results  evident  and  immediate,  the  problem  of  financing 
public  education  would  be  an  easy  matter,  and  real  worth 
would  become  so  patent  that  no  one  would  ever  question 
its  expense,  provided  there  was  a  practice  of  true  econ- 
omy in  its  administration.  As  it  is,  many  question  the 
value  of  present-day  education.  Some  foolishly  question 
the  value  of  any  education — that  is,  education  in  schools. 

It  is  an  almost  impossible  thing  to  state  in  concise, 
understandable  terms  the  actual  worth  of  the  schools. 
One  must  deal  in  generalizations,  more  or  less.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  be  specific,  not  because  one  does  not  know  the  work 
of  the  schools,  but  because  of  the  fact  that  the  results 
secured  are  of  an  abstract,  rather  than  of  a  concrete, 
nature;  also,  because  education  is  not  simply  a  school 
function,  but  is  a  function  that  is  being  performed 
throughout  all  the  waking  hours  of  a  person. 

There  is  the  education  of  the  home,  the  education 
of  the  church,  the  education  of  the  schools,  the  education 
of  the  streets,  and  many  other  kinds  of  education.  All 
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are  strongly  contributing  vital  factors  in  the  shaping  of 
the  final  type  of  man  produced.  Actual  differentiation  in 
the  results  ascribable  to  each  is  an  impossibility.  If  a 
man  falls  short,  nevertheless ;  if  he  fails  to  act  efficiently 
in  the  world,  the  shortcoming  is  generally  attributed  to 
faulty  education,  and,  when  so  attributed,  as  a  rule,  school 
education  is  the  kind  thought  of.  If  the  average  man 
would  be  fair  with  himself  and  analyze  very  carefully  his 
own  case,  unless  born  to  very  fair  circumstances  finan- 
cially, he  would  find  that  what  ability  he  had  to  do  other 
than  manual  work  in  this  world  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
free  education  was  provided  him.  Were  it  not  for  the 
free  schools,  ninety-nine  per  cent.  (99%)  of  the  people 
in  our  country  probably  would  have  received  practically 
no  education.  No  parent  could  afford  to  pay  at  the  rate 
of  fifty  (50)  to  one  hundred  (100)  dollars  a  year  per 
child  for  schooling.  Without  this  fundamental  schooling, 
the  education  of  the  home,  of  the  church,  and  other  good 
institutions  would  be  seriously  limited. 

This  sounds  like  mere  generalization.  It  is  a  brief 
attempt  to  set  before  you,  perhaps  in  a  slightly  different 
light,  the  real  worth  of  free  schools,  particularly  in  a 
democracy  such  as  ours.  The  schools  have  been  the  bul- 
wark of  the  American  nation.  Without  them,  a  govern- 
ment such  as  ours  would  have  been  an  absolute  im- 
possibility. 

AIM  OF  THE  SCHOOLS 

Dr.  Pritchett,  President  of  the  Carnegie  Foundation, 
in  his  last  annual  report  made  some  statements  relative 
to  the  public  schools  which  have  been  both  helpful  and 
harmful  to  them.  In  this  report,  he  expresses  amaze- 
ment at  the  expansion  of  the  American  education  pro- 
gram, Questioning  whether  our  country  can  afford  to  give 
every  American  child  as  much  training  as  we  are  now 
giving  him.  He  is  especially  alarmed  at  the  expansion 
of  high  school  education.    Dr.  Pritchett  is  in  no  better 
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position  to  pass  judgment  upon  public  education  than 
many  a  man  who  is  not  connected  in  any  way  with  an 
-educational  institution.  All  his  connections  throughout 
his  educational  career  have  been  with  private  agencies. 
In  his  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  Carnegie  Foundation, 
he  has  never  shown  any  interest  in  the  expansion  and 
enrichment  of  the  American  education  program.  His 
attitude  toward  public  education  has  always  been  un- 
democratic. 

One  question  which  he  frantically  asks  is,  "What  is 
a  school  for?"  Briefly  stated,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  state 
the  present  aim  of  public  schools.  Some  twenty-five  (25) 
or  more  years  ago,  the  aim  of  the  schools  was  almost 
purely  individual.  It  was  to  train  the  pupil  to  perform 
v.n  individual,  personal  task.  At  that  time,  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  population  of  the  country  was  rural.  The 
aim  of  the  schools  always  is  a  few  years  behind  that  of 
the  trend  of  progress — that  is,  the  schools  aim  to  do  what 
the  public  demands  of  them.  Under  the  individualistic 
system  in  vogue  at  that  time,  the  aim  was  individual. 
Today,  the  larger  percentage  of  people  living  in  urban 
communities,  the  great  change  in  the  system  of  industry 
and  commerce,  the  large  intermingling  of  many  people, 
all  require  that  the  training  shall  be  along  a  social,  rather 
than  an  individual,  line — that  is,  the  pupil  must  be  fitted 
to  adapt  himself  as  a  member  of  a  large  community,  no 
longer  as  an  individual  unit  acting  without  regard  to  the 
larger  number.  That  is  the  reason  why  there  are  so 
many  things  which  Dr.  Pritchett  has  unfairly  termed  as 
"frills."  Many  tasks  have  been  loaded  upon  the  schools 
which  formerly  were  handled  by  the  home.  The  public 
has  demanded,  from  time  to  time,  that  these  tasks  be 
thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  schools.  The  schools 
are  owned  and  controlled  by  the  public  and  the  public 
has  the  right  to  make  whatever  demands  it  wants  of 
them. 
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The  aim  of  the  present-day  schools  is  to  fit  the  child 
to  best  live  in  a  community  in  harmony  and  efficiency 
with  all  others.  In  other  words,  the  aim  of  the  schools 
is  to  produce  a  high  type  of  citizen.  Whether  we  will  or 
not,  such  must  be  the  aim  of  the  public  schools  today. 

COST 

During  a  period  of  high  taxation,  every  public  depart- 
ment spending  money  suffers  much  criticism  and  must 
persistingly  fight  against  curtailment  in  financial  sup- 
port. It  is  only  natural,  under  such  conditions,  for  the 
public  to  revolt  against  certain  expenditures  which,  in 
their  opinion,  will  stand  curtailment  without  any  distinct 
loss.  The  schools,  as  a  rule,  are  the  largest  public  busi- 
ness conducted  by  any  city  or  town  and,  naturally,  re- 
ceive the  first  and  severest  criticism  in  the  matter  of  ex- 
penditures. Then  again,  the  results  secured  in  the 
schools  are,  as  has  previously  been  said,  so  intangible  that 
a  loss  is  not  appreciated  oftentimes  for  many  years.  If 
the  street  department  is  curtailed  in  its  expenditures,  the 
roads  suffer  and  every  time  we  ride  over  the  roads  or 
walk  on  the  sidewalks  and  receive  a  jolt  or  stub  our  toe, 
we  realize  the  reason  for  it — the  department  has  not  suf- 
ficient money.  If  the  police  force  is  curtailed  and  a  situ- 
ation arises  which  the  police  can  not  adequately  take  care 
of,  we  know  that  the  public  is  tp  blame,  because  it  caused 
a  curtailment  in  the  police  force  due  to  the  failure  to 
appropriate  sufficient  money.  We  refuse  to  curtail  the 
fire  department,  because  we  are  afraid  our  house  may 
burn  due  to  the  lack  of  protection.  No  one  ever  thinks 
of  fire  department  costs  in  terms  of  firemen's  salaries, 
and  not  protection.  The  same  is  true  of  police  depart- 
ment costs.  A  great  many  are  prone  to  think  of  school 
costs  in  terms  of  teachers  rather  than  in  terms  of  chil- 
dren. The  schools  are  a  greater  protection  than  any  fire 
or  police  department.  They  prevent  a  far  more  alarming 
conflagration. 
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A  careful  analysis  of  the  situation  throughout  the 
country  reveals  the  fact  that  the  increased  cost  per  pup:! 
per  day  in  school  is  nine-tenths  of  one  cent  over  that 
of  thirty  (30)  years  ago.  The  total  cost  of  school  main- 
tenance has  increased  locally,  state-wide,  and  nationally. 
The  population  has  also  increased.  The  stock  arguments 
for  reducing  school  appropriations  are  easily  answered. 
The  question  of  "Why  the  increase  ?"  can  be  easily  an- 
swered by  another  question — "What  has  happened  to  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  dollar?"  Industry  everywhere 
demands  double  price  for  a  particular  service  or  com- 
modity. The  same  inexorable  economic  laws  which  make 
this  necessary  have  also  increased  school  costs. 

The  fear  that  to  educate  all  the  children  at  the  per 
capita  cost  will  bankrupt  the  nation  is  absurd.  Educa- 
tion has  a  large  economic  value.  An  increase  of  education, 
an  improvement  in  the  type  of  school  and  quality  of  teach  - 
er, will  both  cause,  directly  and  indirectly,  an  increased 
wealth  which  will  more  than  offset  the  increased  cost  of 
operating  the  schools.  This  is  a  belief  expressed  by  the 
leading  bankers  of  our  country. 

The  best  way  to  consider  the  problem  of  the  cost  of 
popular  education  is  to  make  a  comparison  over  a  defin it- 
period  of  years.  This  has  been  done  for  the  period  from 
1890  to  1920.  In  1890,  the  cost  was  $140,602,000.  Foi 
every  dollar  in  1890,  $7.50  was  spent  in  1920.  That  is 
a  big  increase  in  one  way.  A  careful  analysis  reveals  ; 
few  interesting  features  which  enter  into  this  cost.  From 
1890  to  1920,  the  attendance  increased  one  hundred  thirty- 
nine  per  cent.  (139%).  If  all  else  were  on  a  par.  that 
would  mean  that  in  1920  there  would  have  been  an  ex- 
penditure of  $340,000,000  a  year.  That  is  not  what  was 
being  spent  in  1920.  The  statistics  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Labor  show  that  the  value  of  the  dollar  in  1890 
was  just  three  times  as  great  as  in  1920.  You  could  buy 
of  the  necessities  in  1890  for  one  dollar  ($1)  as  much  as 


113 


far  three  dollars  ($3)  in  1920.  In  1920,"  there  was  being: 
expended  for  schools  $1,045,540,000.  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  increased  enrolment,  the  lengthened  school 
year,  and  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  dollar,  there 
was  being  spent  every  day  in  1920  nine-tenths  of  one 
cent  more  than  in  1890. 

In  1890,  there  were  few  high  school  pupils.  In  1920, 
there  were  over  2,000,000  of  them.  It  costs  more  to  keep  a 
high  school  child  in  school  than  an  elementaiy  child.  The 
question  arises,  "Can  we  afford  to  keep  it  up?"  The  an- 
swer is  that,  in  actuality,  we  are  spending  less  per  day 
per  child  than  we  were  in  1890. 

ENRICHMENT  OF  CURRICULUM 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  high  school,  it  has 
been  possible  to  enrich  the  curriculum,  both  in  the  high 
school  and  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades.  Physical  edu- 
cation, household  arts,  and  manual  training  have  been 
added.  To  many,  these  additions  seem  an  unwarranted 
additional  expense.  To  those  who  do  not  know  the  value 
of  these  courses,  it  seems  an  absurdity.  To  those  who 
do  know  the  value  of  them,  it  seems  a  necessity.  The 
difference  is  merely  one  of  intimate  knowledge.  Most 
differences  arise  from  lack  of  understanding. 

No  one  ought  to  question  the  advantage  of  physical 
education.  A  man's  physical  set-up  has  much  to  do  with 
his  success  in  life.  "A  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body"  is 
"as  old  as  the  hills." 

Home-making  in  the  training  of  girls  is  important. 
Probably  ninety  per  cent.  (90%)  of  all  girls  eventually 
become  home-makers.  Any  one  who  understands  the  in- 
fluence of  the  home  upon  life  in  general  can  not  question 
the  wisdom  of  such  instruction.  Likewise,  manual  training- 
adds  a  distinct  contribution  to  a  boy's  educational  develop- 
ment. 

We  have  shaped  some  good  courses  along  these  lines 
which  we  are  offering  to  the  boys  and  girls  in  Grades 
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8  and  9  and  in  the  high  school.  We  are  now  giving:  our 
pupils  a  type  of  education  that  fundamentally  is  best 
suited  to  fit  them  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  future  when 
they  have  become  citizens  of  our  town.  The  inscription 
on  the  new  high  school,  "Dedicated  by  the  Town  of  Palmer 
to  the  Education  of  its  Youth,  the  Hope  of  Tomorrow," 
will  typify  the  sort  of  work  which  we  are  endeavoring  to 
do — educate  our  "Hope  of  Tomorrow,"  so  that  our  hope 
will  become  a  real  eventuality. 

NEW  HIGH  SCHOOL 

The  new  high  school  is  daily  proving  its  value  as  an 
asset  to  the  schools  and  the  town.  The  building,  with 
its  auditorium,  gymnasium,  lunch  room,  and  other  mod- 
ern necessities,  makes  possible  many  things  which  have 
much  to  do  with  the  success  of  a  real  high  school.  The 
building  is  also  proving  a  boon  to  the  entire  town.  The 
auditorium  and  gymnasium  are  being  used  quite  largely 
by  the  people.  This  is  in  line  with  present-day  tendency 
throughout  the  country.  The  greatest  possible  commun- 
'ity  use  of  these  buildings  is  a  very  desirable  thing.  The 
buildings  are  owned  by  the  people,  financed  by  the  people, 
and  should  be  used  by  the  people/  They  should  be  placed 
at  the  service  of  the  people  at  a  reasonable  expense  when- 
ever such  use  does  not  interfere  with  school  work.  No 
attempt  to  make  money  should  be  tried. 

The  School  Committee  have  drawn  up  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  use  of  the  building.  Upon  this  basis,  the 
community  is  welcome  to  the  widest  possible  use  of  the 
building.  The  auditorium  and  gymnasium  are  open  to 
any  and  all  people,  provided  the  purpose  is  a  good  one 
and  someone  will  become  personally  responsible  for  the 
use  of  the  building.  There  has  been  some  little  criticism 
because  of  the  formation  of  a  business  men's  gymnasium 
class  and  a  town  basket  ball  league.  Some  have  said 
that  exclusive  use  of  the  gymnasium  was  being  given  in 
certain  cases.    This  is  not  a  fact.    Any  organization, 
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whether  now  in  existence  or  perfected  later,  can  have 
the  use  of  the  gymnasium  by  complying*  with  certain 
reasonable  regulations.  These  can  be  learned  at  the  of- 
fice of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  any  time.  No 
favorites  are  played. 

EXTENSION  WORK 

With  the  facilities  furnished  by  the  new  high  school 
for  extension  work,  in  my  opinion,  much  along  these  lines 
should  be  done.  For  many  years,  extension  work,  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree,  has  been  carried  on — some  in 
conjunction  with  the  State  Department  of  Education  and 
other  in  conjunction  with  the  Hampden  County  Improve- 
ment League.  Nearly  all  of  this  work  contributes  to  the 
further  education  of  our  adult  population  who  are  just 
as  much  entitled  to  education  at  the  expense  of  the  town 
as  are  the  younger  people.  Custom  only  has  decreed 
that  the  education  of  the  youth  must,  and  should,  be  done. 
Adult  education  is  just  as  important  and,  oftentimes, 
fully  as  necessary.  A  community  today  shows  its  pro- 
gress, or  lack  of  it,  by  the  amount  of  work  along  extension 
lines  which  it  undertakes. 

Americanization 

Work  in  Americanization  was  resumed  directly  after 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  February,  at  which  time 
our  appropriation  for  such  work  wras  restored.  Several 
classes  were  immediately  started  in  the  villages  with 
good  attendance,  in  view  of  the  late  start  and  the  serious 
interruption  caused  by  the  discontinuance  of  the  appro- 
priation a  year  before.  Considerable  time  will  be  con- 
sumed in  the  renewal  and  restoration  of  interest  in  this 
work  upon  the  part  of  those  for  whom  it  is  designed. 

The  work  was  discontinued  during  the  summer  and 
resumed  in  the  fall.  At  the  present  time,  there  are 
approximately  one  hundred  ten  (110)  enrolled  in  these 
classes.  A  peculiar  feature  of  this  year's  work  is  that 
the  enrolment  in  the  village  of  Palmer  is  larger  than  that 


1  JO 

in  any  of  the  other  villages  of  the  town.  The  present 
enrolments  are  as  follows : — Palmer,  41 ;  Bondsville,  25 ; 
Thorndike,  22;  Three  Rivers,  18;  Total,  106. 

The  cosmopolitan  nature  of  the  classes  in  the  village 
of  Palmer  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  following  nation- 
alities are  represented: — Greek,  French,  Austrian,  Rus- 
sian, Swedish,  Albanian,  Syrian,  and  Italian.  These  par- 
ticular classes  put  on  a  Christmas  program,  participated 
in  entirely  by  their  own  members,  which  was  very  inter- 
esting and  showed  considerable  talent.  The  error  is  often 
made  that,  because  a  man  does  not  speak  cur  own  lan- 
guage, he  lacks  intelligence.  Many  men  of  considerable 
intelligence  and  fair  education  do  manual  work  in  this 
country  because  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  English 
language.  Oftentimes,  their  ability,  could  it  be  expressed 
in  our  language,  would  shame  many  of  us  who  feel  a 
marked  superiority  over  them.  Language  handicap  is  a 
big  one.  The  intent  of  Americanization  work  is  to  re- 
move this  handicap;  also,  to  promote  the  light  kind  of 
citizenship. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Palmer  will  never  make  the 
mistake  of  practicing  false  economy  in  this  matter  of 
Americanization.  Every  penny  spent  is  wisely  invested. 
Those  who  think  otherwise  think  so  because  of  a  lack  of 
intimate  touch  with  this  sort  of  work. 

It  is  always  the  man  in  the  bleachers  who  can  play 
the  game  better  than  the  man  out  on  the  field.  Never- 
theless, if  you  know  anything  about  the  game,  you  know 
that  the  man  in  the  bleachers  pays  admission  to  see  the 
game,  while  the  man  on  the  field  is  paid  a  good  salary  to 
play  it.  In  the  bleacherite's  opinion,  the  positions  should 
be  reversed — he  on  the  field,  and  the  player  in  the  bleach- 
ers. In  some  rare  cases,  this  is  true.  As  a  rule,  never- 
theless, good  judgment  has  been  exercised  in  having  each 
in  his  original  position. 
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Expectations 


An  attempt  is  being*  made  to  organize  considerable 
extension  work  along-  other  lines.  A  class  in  the  "Gas- 
oline Automobile"  and  another  class  in  -Short  Story 
Writers"  will  soon  be  in  operation;  also,  if  the  Town  will 
vote  authorizing  vocational  work,  classes  in  Cooking, 
Dressmaking',  Millinery,  and  Home  Nursing-  will  be  of- 
fered. These  classes  will  be  financed  in  part  by  the  Town 
and  by  the  State.  The  first  ones  mentioned,  "Gasoline 
Automobile"  and  "Short  Story  Writers,"  will  be  financed 
by  the  State.  There  has  been  an  insistent  demand,  upon 
the  part  of  many,  for  an  opportunity  to  use  the  House- 
hold Arts  equipment.  This  opportunity  will  be  offered, 
provided  the  Town  will  take  the  necessary  vote.  If  all 
these  classes  can  be  put  into  operation — and  the  expense 
will  be  small — Palmer  will  be  doing  a  line  of  extension 
work  well  worthy  of  what  it  should  do. 


Health  work  has  been  carried  on  on  the  most  exten- 
sive scale  this  year  of  any  of  the  years  of  its  existencp  in 
our  system.  Real  work  in  the  matter  of  physical  examin- 
ations previously  has  not  been  done  throughout  our 
schools.  This  year,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  State  Department  of  Education,  these 
examinations  have  been  made.  This  has  meant  a  great 
deal  of  work  for  the  school  inspectors  and  the  school 
nurse.    They  have  performed  it  gladly  and  efficiently. 

Final  reports  have  been  rendered  covering  all  of  the 
public  schools  in  town,  which,  summarized,  will  interest 
you.     The  summary  of  the  defects  found  is  as  follows: 
Number  of  Pupils  Examined,  2,014 


HEALTH  WORK 


Number  of  Defects  Found: 


Appearance, 
Nutrition, 
Posture, 
Scalp, 


154 
211 
438 
329 


Skin. 

119 

Teeth, 

745 

Throat, 

867 

Nose, 

55 

Glands, 

137 

Heart, 

80 

Lungs, 

13 

Feet, 

10 

Spine, 

17 

Total, 

3,175 

A  study  of  these  defects  will  indicate  the  fact  that 
teeth  and  throat,  in  particular,  in  a  great  many  cases, 
should  receive  attention.  It  is  hoped  that  parents  of  chil- 
dren who  have  these,  or  any  defects,  will  pay  heed  to  the 
notice  which  will  be  sent  them  by  the  School  Department. 
A  re-examination  will  be  made  of  all  who  have  defects, 
after  which  a  notification  will  be  sent  calling  the  parent's 
attention  to  the  defect  or  defects.  This  will  be  followed 
by  home  visits  on  the  part  of  the  school  nurse.  A  care- 
ful check  will  be  kept  of  all  cases  and  a  report  will  be 
rendered  later,  showing  how  many  have  given  attention 
to  the  physical  defects  of  their  children.  All  of  this  work 
is  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  children.  The  school  is  a 
co-worker  with  the  parent  for  the  child's  best  interests 

One  very  pleasant  feature  of  the  examinations  just, 
made  was  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  parents,  no 
objection  was  made  to  the  performance  of  the  physical 
examination  by  the  school  inspector.  This  shows  a 
mighty  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  upon  the  part  of  Palmer 
parents.    The  School  Department  fully  appreciates  this. 

The  record  of  the  examination  of  each  child  has  been 
placed  upon  an  individual  card  supplied  by  the  State. 
This  examination  will  be  repeated  yearly  and  the  same 
tabulation  made.  It  will  be  possible,  years  later,  to  get 
a  complete  statement  of  a  child's  physical  condition  all 
through  school.  This,  some  day,  will  prove  very  helpful, 
because,  if  the  present  tendency,  as  exemplified  in  the 
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Working-men's  Compensation  Act,  continues,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  know  an  employee's  health  record  over  a 
period  of  years.  Otherwise,  a  fair  analysis  of  injury  can 
not  be  made.  The  previous  condition  of  the  employee  cer- 
tainly should  be  known.  Health — much  as  has  been  made 
of  it  in  the  past — will  be  a  more  important  factor  in  every- 
body's life  in  the  years  to  come. 

Milk 

Pasteurized  milk  is  being  sold  at  cost  to  the  pupils  in 
all  our  schools.  Much  milk  is  consumed  daily.  A  marked 
improvement  in  many  cases  where  there  was  formerly 
under-nourishment  has  been  noticed.  The  pupils  Uke  the 
milk  and  the  milk  does  much  for  their  physical  improve- 
ment. 

School  Lunches 

School  lunches  are  furnished  at  cost  to  pupils  in 
Three  Rivers  and  Palmer.  When  the  new  lunch  room  in 
the  new  High  School  is  completed,  it  will  take  care  of  the 
needs  of  the  high  school  and  grade  pupils.  The  patronage 
will  undoubtedly  be  heavy,  inasmuch  as  there  are  so 
many  pupils  in  both  the  grades  and  the  high  school  who 
come  from  a  long  distance,  necessitating  the  requirement 
of  some  sort  of  a  mid-day  meal.  The  aim  of  the  School 
Department  is  to  place  the  opportunity  of  securing  nour- 
ishing foods  of  a  wholesome  nature  before  the  pupil  at 
an  absolute  minimum  cost. 

The  possibility  of  a  lunch  for  high  school  pupils, 
furnished  by  the  erection  of  the  new  high  school,  will 
mean  much.  Some  people  scoff  at  this  and  the  scoffing 
is  due,  as  has  been  stated  previously,  to  a  lack  of  intimate 
knowledge.  There  are  very  few  older  people  who  do  not 
look  out  for  themselves  during  the  mid-day  lunch  hour, 
no  matter  where  they  may  be — at  home  or  abroad.  Grow- 
ing boys  or  girls,  whose  systems  need  more  fuel,  ought 
to  be  provided  the  same  opportunities. 
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Physical  Education 

Physical  education  will  offer  an  additional  oppor- 
tunity for  certain  lines  of  health  work.  Not  only  will 
it  improve  the  general  physical  condition  of  the  child 
through  the  exercise  of  the  muscles,  but  also  it  will  af- 
ford an  opportunity  to  teach  correct  carriage,  posture, 
etc.  It  will  add  a  distinct  contribution  to  our  general 
health  work. 

PENNY  SAVINGS 

The  Penny  Savings  System,  which  gave  way  during 
the  World  War  to  War  Savings  Stamps,  was  re-established 
in  November,  1921. 

The  report,  from  November,  1921,  the  date  of  its  re- 
installation, to  November,  1923 — a  period  of  two  years — 
is  as  follows: 


School 

Number  of  Deposits 

Amount 

Palmer, 

4,969 

Sl,878.38 

Thorndike, 

5,205 

2,203.72 

Bondsville, 

4,622 

1,743.73 

Three  Rivers, 

3,573 

1,781.25 

Wenimisset, 

95 

55.91 

Wire  Mill, 

783 

603.20 

Palmer  Center, 

95 

30.17 

Total, 

19,342 

$8,296.36 

This  report  shows  that  the  average  amount  saved 
per  pupil  per  year  has  been  two  dollars  ($2) — not  a  bad 
showing. 

MAXIMUM  SALARY  PAID  GRADE  TEACHERS 

Recently  a  questionnaire  was  sent  out  to  seventy  (70) 
towns  ranging  in  population  from  5,000  to  15,000  on  the 
matter  of  the  maximum  salary  paid  to  grade  teachers. 
Sixty-five  (65)  replies  were  received.  These  reports  show 
the  following  results : 
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Gr.  Gr.  Gr.  Gr.  Gr.  Gr.  Gr.  Gr.  '  \r. 
123456789 


Towns  paying  over  $1,200  47  46  47  48  49  49  55  58  29 
Towns  paying  less  than  $1,200  55433  3  324 
Towns  paying  $1,200  13    14    U    14    13    13      7      5  0 

Total  65    65    G5    65    65    65    65    65  33 

A  careful  study  of  the  salary  statistics  shows  the 
following  facts: — 

Towns  paying  $1,200 — which  is  the  Palmer  maximum 
in  all  grades — grade  by  grade  are  as  follows: — Grade  I — 
Weymouth,  Adams,  Palmer,  Ware,  Middleboro,  Bridge- 
water,  Stoughton,  Franklin,  Mansfield,  Westboro,  Chelms- 
ford, Winchendon,  and  Dracut ;  Grade  IT — Weymouth. 
Adams,  Palmer,  Ware,  Middleboro,  Bridgewater,  Stough- 
ton, Franklin,  Mansfield,  W7inchendon,  Westboro,  Chelms- 
ford, Dracut,  and  Orange;  Grade  III — Weymouth,  Adams, 
Palmer,  Ware,  Middleboro,  Bridgewater,  Stoughton,  Mans- 
field, Ipswich,  Winchendon,  Westboro,  Chelmsford, 
Orange,  and  Dracut;  Grade  IV — Weymouth,  Adams, 
Palmer,  W7are,  Middleboro,  Bridgewater,  Stoughton,  Mans- 
field, Ipswich,  Winchendon,  Westboro,  Chelmsford, 
Orange,  and  Dracut;  Grade  V — Weymouth,  Adams, 
Palmer,  Stoughton,  Middleboro,  Bridgewater,  Mansfield,. 
Ipswich,  Winchendon,  Westboro,  Chelmsford,  Orange, 
and  Dracut ;  Grade  VI — Weymouth,  Adams,  Palmer,  Mid- 
dleboro, Bridgewater,  Stoughton,  Mansfield,  Ipswich, 
Winchendon,  Westboro,  Chelmsford,  Orange,  and  Dracut ; 
Grade  VII — Weymouth,  Palmer,  Middleboro,  Winchendon, 
Westboro,  Chelmsford,  and  Dracut;  Grade  VIII — Wey- 
mouth, Palmer,  Middleboro,  Winchendon,  and  Chelms- 
ford; Grade  IX — Weymouth,  Palmer,  Middleboro,  and 
Chelmsford;  Junior  High  I — Ipswich. 

Towns  paying  less  than  $1,200  are: — Grade  I — May- 
nard,  Dartmouth,  Ipswich,  Millbury,  and  Uxbridge;  Grade 
II — Maynard,  Dartmouth,  Ipswich,  Millbury,  and  Ux- 
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bridge;  Grade  III — Maynard,  Dartmouth,  Millbury,  and 
Uxbridge;  Grade  IV — Dartmouth,  Millbury,  and  Ux- 
bridge; Grade  V — Dartmouth,  Millbury,  and  Uxbridge; 
Grade  VI — Dartmouth,  Millbury,  and  Uxbridge;  Grade 
VII— Dartmouth,  Millbury,  and  Uxbridge;  Grade  VIII— 
Dartmouth  and  Uxbridge;  Grade  IX — None. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  that,  out  of  sixty-five  (65)  towns, 
the  largest  number  which  pay  less  than  $1,200  in  any 
grade  is  five  (5).  These  towns  are  all  small  ones  from 
the  population  standpoint — Maynard  being  the  largest, 
with  a  population  of  7,086 — about  two-thirds  (2/3)  the 
size  of  Palmer.  The  largest  number  of  towns  which  pay 
the  same  maximum  in  any  grade  is  fourteen  (14).  The 
population  of  these  towns,  for  comparison  purposes,  is 
here  given: — 


Weymouth, 

15,057 

Adams, 

12,967 

Palmer, 

9,806 

Ware, 

8,525 

Middleboro, 

8,453 

Bridgewater, 

8,438 

S'toughton, 

(5,865 

Franklin, 

G,497 

Mansfield, 

6,255 

Winchendon, 

5,904 

Westboro, 

5,789 

Chelmsford, 

5,682 

Orange, 

5,393 

Dracut, 

£,280 

A  study  of  these  figures  from  still  another  angle  re- 
veals the  following  averages  for  the  entire  sixty-five  (65) 
towns  compared  with  Palmer: 
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It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing  that  Palmer  is  not 
paying*  her  grade  teachers  a  salary  that  compares  favor- 
ably with  other  towns  in  the  State  of  her  size  and  wealth. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  there  should  be  an  increase. 
This  matter  will  be  presented  to  the  Committee  of  Fifteen, 
who,  in  turn,  will  be  requested  to  present  it  to  the  citizens 
at  the  Town  Meeting  for  final  action. 

A  new  salary  schedule  should  be  perfected  and,  in  my 
opinion,  should  make  financial  recognition  of  years  of 
service  and  grades  taught,  together  with  a  further  recog- 
nition of  Professional  Improvement  upon  the  part  of 
teachers  who  take  work  at  summer  schools  and  in  exten- 
sion courses  to  better  fit  themselves  for  their  daily  work 
as  teachers. 

I  most  heartily  recommend  that  an  increase  in  sal- 
aries be  made.  This  recommendation  I  make  with  full 
knowledge  of  increasing  taxation  and  Palmer's  ability  to 
stand  it. 

CONTINUATION  SCHOOL 

The  Continuation  School  is  now  in  its  fourth  year  of 
operation.  The  attendance  averages  about  one  hundred 
sixty-eight  (168)  pupils.  The  pupils  range  between 
fourteen  (14)  and  sixteen  (16)  years.  They  attend 
school  four  (4)  hours  per  week.  This  school  is  compul- 
sory, being  required  by  State  law.  Palmer  has  no  option 
in  the  matter  of  running  such  a  school. 

Much  good  work  is  being  done  in  this  school  along  edu- 
cational and  social  lines.  The  school  is  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.  It  handles  pupils  during  part  of  the  stress 
period  of  their  lives.  It  affords  the  pupils  an  opportun- 
ity to  come  in  contact  with  those  who  are  interested  in 
their  welfare,  socially  as  well  as  industrially,  affording 
them  many  opportunities  for  advice,  direction,  vocational 
guidance,  etc. 
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The  Continuation  School  is  a  good  thing.  The  only 
difficulty  is  the  short  period  of  time  the  pupils  are  in 
attendance.  Those  who  have  had  experience  with  it  and 
those  who  know  it  intimately  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Continuation  School  should  be  a  half-time  propo- 
sition— that  is,  the  pupil  should  spend  one-half  his  time 
in  employment  and  the  other  half  in  school.  The  best 
division  of  this  half-time  arrangement  is  thought  to  be 
that  of  alternate  weeks  in  employment  and  in  school. 
This  would  give  the  school  an  opportunity  to  do  real 
work  with  the  pupil  and  would  afford  time  to  better  fit 
him  for  his  immediate  or  future  line  of  employment. 
Eventually,  such  a  half-time  arrangement  will  be  per- 
fected, in  all  probability  as  a  solution  of  the  raising  of 
the  compulsory  school  age. 

OPPORTUNITY  CLASS 

The  work  done  in  the  so-called  Opportunity  Class  is 
bearing  good  fruit.  These  classes  are  sub-divided  into 
two  (2)  divisions — a  so-called  industrial  class  for  the 
older  boys  and  girls  and  a  so-called  special  class  for  the 
younger.  Different  types  of  work  are  given  in  each  sub- 
division. Three  (3)  teachers  are  employed — two  (2)  for 
full-time  and  one  (1)  for  part-time. 

In  order  to  show  the  kind  of  work  being  done  in 
these  classes,  the  following  list  of  articles  made  last  year 
i.s  given :  Girls'  Industrial — Work  baskets,  small  reed 
baskets,  pin  cushions,  aprons,  rabbit  aprons,  toy  kittens, 
bedroom  slippers,  sweaters,  wool  flowers,  holders,  sweet 
peas,  handkerchiefs,  work  bags,  blouses,  camisoles, 
dresses,  desk  blotters;  Girls'  Special — Dust  cloths,  aprons, 
painted  vases,  sweet  peas,  beaded  bracelets,  chains, 
knitted  scarfs  and  caps,  dust  caps,  toy  rabbits,  night 
gowns,  pillow  tops,  holders,  reed  baskets  and  holders, 
work  baskets,  handkerchief  cases,  laundry  bags,  work 
bags,  button  bags ;  Boys'  Industrial — Coat  hangers,  knife 


xes,  broom  holders,  towel  dryers,  towel  rollers,  bird 
houses,  book  racks,  marble  towel  holders,  sleeve  boards, 
smoking  stands,  shoe  shine  boxes,  waste  baskets,  caned 
chairs,  toy  carts;  Boys'  Special — Toy  animals,  automo- 
biles, carts,  etc.  (movable  and  stationary),  cake  spoons, 
knife,  fork  and  spoon  boxes,  necktie  racks,  whisk  broom 
holders,  small  chairs. 

In  the  beginning  there  was  a  strong  re-action  against 
attendance  of  children  in  these  classes  upon  the  part  of 
many  parents.  This  was  due  entirely  to  a  misunder- 
standing of  the  purpose  of  these  classes.  The  reason  for 
this  re-action  against  it  is  due  entirely  to  the  failure  of 
parents  to  get  the  right  slant  upon  this  kind  of  work. 
Many  parents  feel,  when  their  child  is  first  sent  to 
these  classes,  that  it  is  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
social  disgrace — a  reflection  upon  the  family.  This  is  not 
true.  It  is  no  reflection.  Parents  should  face  such  situa- 
tions with  courage  and  with  intelligence.  If  their  child  can- 
not do  the  regular  academic  school  work  well,  they  ought 
to  welcome  an  opportunity  to  have  him  placed  in  a  class 
which  is  designed  by  those  who  know  to  fit  his  special 
needs  and  talents.  The  sole  purpose  of  the  class  is  to  best 
fit  this  type  of  child  for  life.  The  more  one  sees  of  the 
work,  the  more  one  appreciates  the  psychology  and  the 
good  intention  back  of  it. 

The  results  secured  last  year  did  much  to  overcome 
this  feeling  upon  the  part  of  parents.  When  they  see 
that  their  child  is  actually  doing  things  and  doing  them 
well,  they  are  apt  to  become  reconciled  to  the  effort  being 
raade  for  his  social  and  educational  betterment. 

Further  examinations  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Hodskins  of  the  Monson  State  Hospital  are  in  progress 
jmd  more  children  will  be  sent  to  these  classes.  Every 
time  it  becomes  necessary  to  do  this,  it  means  much  un- 
pleasantness for  the  Superintendent,  because  of  the  atti- 
tude assumed  by  some  parents.    Believing  in  the  work, 
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knowing  its  purpose,  and  being  compelled  by  law  to  en- 
force such  attendance,  the  Superintendent  insists  in  each 
case  that  those  recommended  shall  attend.  It  is  hoped 
that  much  of  the  antipathy  which  has  been  displayed  by 
some  parents  in  the  past  will  not  be  displayed  by  others 
in  the  future. 

MORE  LAND  AT  NEW  HIGH  SCHOOL 

A  big  mistake,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Superinten- 
dent, has  been  made  by  the  failure  of  the  Town  to  acquire 
the  complete  acreage  in  the  plot  of  ground  on  the  flat 
where  the  new  high  school  is  located.  The  building  is 
surrounded  by  very  little  land.  There  is  no  opportunity 
for  any  kind  of  work  along  athletic  or  playground  lines. 
It  seems  folly  to  locate  such  a  building  upon  such  a  small 
tract  when  all  throughout  the  country  schools  are  being 
located  upon  spacious  grounds,  primarily  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  play,  athletics,  etc.,  to  be  indulged  in. 

Nearly  everyone  of  our  citizens  who  has  looked  over 
our  new  high  school  has  expressed  the  thought  that  the 
Town  should  acquire  all  of  the  land,  approximately  twelve 
and  one-half  (121  •>)  acres,  on  the  flat.  Few,  if  any,  have 
expressed  an  opinion  to  the  contrary. 

The  land  could  be  well  utilized  now  for  an  athletic 
field  for  the  high  school  and  for  the  entire  town.  A  base- 
ball field,  a  football  field,  tennis  courts,  etc.,  could  be  laid 
out  at  little  expense.  These  all  could  be  utilized,  not  only 
by  the  pupils  in  school,  but  also  by  the  townspeople  as 
well.  During  the  summer,  it  would  make  an  ideal  place 
for  children  to  play.  Tennis  courts  would  be  constantly 
used  by  the  grown-ups.   The  land  is  a  necessity  now. 

In  a  few  years,  if  the  Town  of  Palmer  grows,  as 
every  sane  citizen  hopes,  an  enlargement  of  the  present 
plant  will  be  necessary.  When  the  time  for  expansion 
comes,  if  the  expansion  is  of  any  size,  more  land  will  have 
to  be  acquired.    If,  in  the  meantime,  the  remaining  land 
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not  owned  by  the  Town  is  developed,  and  if  houses  are 
erected  thereon,  the  acquirement  of  additional  land  will 
be  a  still  more  expensive  proposition.  Houses  cannot  be 
torn  down  without  very  liberal  reimbursement  to  the 
owners.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  wisdom  and  foresight 
should  dictate  that  the  only  policy  of  economy  to  be  pur- 
sued by  the  Town  is  that  of  immediate  acquirement  of  the 
remaining  land.  I  feel  certain  that  a  complete  poll  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Town  would  show  a  large  majority  in 
favor  of  such  acquirement. 

It  may  not  seem  wisdom  upon  my  part  to  say  this  at 
this  time,  when  the  price  determined  by  the  Superior 
Court  upon  what  was  taken  is  of  such  recent  knowledge. 
Whether  wise  or  not,  I  have  said  it  because  I  believe  it  is 
a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  to  tell  frankly  the  citizens  of 
the  Town  what,  in  my  judgment,  is  for  their  best  inter- 
ests concerning  my  own  department  of  town  activities. 
This  I  say  with  no  feeling,  with  no  bitterness,  with  no 
enmity,  with  no  lack  of  sportsmanship,  and  with  no  per- 
sonal intent  of  affronting.  It  is  merely  an  honest  opinion, 
frankly  and  freely  expressed. 

"Horse  Sense" 
It  is  so  seldom  that  someone  outside  of  school  work 
speaks  in  highly  commendatory  language  of  the  necessity 
of  schools — the  work  they  do  and  the  sort  of  insurance 
they  are  against  calamities  in  the  future — that,  when  it 
is  done,  the  public  ought  to  know  it.  Dr.  Frank  Crane, 
who,  admittedly,  writes  in  a  somewhat  sensational,  exag- 
gerated way,  has  daily  articles  in  many  of  our  papers  and 
monthly  articles  in  many  of  our  magazines.  He  is  a  keen- 
witted, highly  intelligent,  very  observant,  and  well-in- 
formed gentleman.  Recently,  he  expressed  himself  as 
follows : 

"Japan  is  supposed  to  have  a  system  of  education  that  com- 
pares favorably  with  that  of  any  other  nation.    Japanese  youth 
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are  eager  to  go  to  school.  The  high  schools,  however,  are  totally 
inadequate  to  accommodate  the  number  of  applicants. 

"Every  year,  therefore,  a  certain  number  of  young  people 
who  can't  find  a  place  in  the  crowded  schools  commit  suicide. 

"I  know  few  facts  in  the  world  so  tragically  appalling  as  this. 

"It  is  not  an  indictment  of  Japan,  but  of  mankind. 

"No  nation  in  the  world  spends  enough  on  its  schools,  or  makes 
an  effort  intelligent  enough  to  improve  and  maintain  education. 

"No  other  fact  so  reveals  the  low  degree  of  our  evolution  as  our 
neglect  of  education. 

"We  go  on  spending  nine  dollars  out  of  every  ten  of  our  rev- 
enue for  wars,  past,  present  and  to  come.  And  war  is  the  price  we 
pay  for  that  stupid  provincialism  that  makes  us  refuse  to  enter 
into  world  government.  Only  a  few  cents  of  the  remaining  one 
dollar  out  of  every  ten  do  we  spend  for  the  most  important  thing 
in  the  whole  world,  Education. 

"It  is  not  a  matter  for  theoretical  discussion,  out  of  life  and 
death.  As  Mr.  Wells  said,  modern  civilization  is  a  race  between 
education  and  disaster. 

"We  madly  build  huger  steamships  and  taller  office  buildings, 
form  larger  corporations  and  stronger  banks,  lay  out  finer  parks 
and  museums,  and  decorate  them  with  more  statuary,  improve  our 
trains  de  luxe,  automobiles  and  flying  machines,  write  books  ever 
more  clever  and  cynical,  heighten  our  luxuries  and  intensify  our 
sophistication,  and  think  we  are  going  on.  We  are  not.  We  are 
going  round  and  round  like  dancing  dervishes,  and  meanwhile  the 
keen-eyed  chemists  and  the  bat-eyed  politicians  are  preparing  for 
the  next  war  which  shall  bring  chaos. 

"We  still  dream  of  bringing  about  reforms  by  ramming  them 
down  the  throats  of  adults,  instead  of  the  only  sure  way,  teaching 
them  to  the  coming  generation. 

"Fat-headed  mayors  and  fat-bellied  aldermen  still  solemnly 
pass  resolutions  to  improve  the  town,  by  which  they  mean  paving 
the  streets,  hiring  more  policemen  and  otherwise  spending  money 
for  "practical"  purposes.  All  the  while  there  are  not  enough 
schoolrooms  for  the  children  to  sit  in  and  not  enough  teachers  to 
instruct  them.  The  teacher  who  should  be  looking  after  six  chil- 
dren is  compelled  to  look  after  60,  to  the  neglect  of  them  all. 

"We  talk  about  national  preparedness,  by  which  we  mean  train- 
ing people  to  fight  or  to  make  money  to  pay  for  the  fighter's  keep. 
But  the  only  real  preparedness  is  in  training  people  to  THINK. 

"No  nation  was  ever  destroyed  except  by  one  thing,  Ignorance, 
the  inability  to  think  clearly. 
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"We  are  like  a  father  who  is  spending  all  his  money  on  a  fine 
house  to  live  in,  an  expensive  automobile  to  ride  in,  servants  to 
wait  upon  him,  fine  clothes  to  adorn  him,  and  lavish  entertainment 
for  his  friends,  and  has  no  time  to  teach  his  children  how  to  live, 
and  no  money  to  spare  to  hire  other  people  to  do  it  for  him. 

"We  speak  of  the  great  problems  of  30  years  from  now.  Those 
who  will  have  to  meet  those  problems  and  settle  them  are  the  chil- 
dren that  are  playing  in  the  streets  today.  To  give  serious  atten- 
tion to  those  problems,  and  to  neglect  those  people  who  will  have 
to  deal  with  them  is  most  perfectly  to  act  the  fool." 

If  the  above,  making  due  allowance  for  the  peculiar 
manner  of  expression,  is  not  "horse  sense"  and  is  not 
worthy  of  a  place  in  every  school  report  in  the  country, 
I  will  frankly  admit  that  my  judgment  in  such  matters 
is  woefully  weak. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

I  make  but  two  recommendations.  I  limit  them  to 
two,  so  that  they  shall  not  be  lost  sight  of  among  many. 
They  are  too  important.  They  must  stand  forth  in  bold 
nakedness.    They  are : 

(1.)  That  the  Town  immediately  acquire  the  remain- 
ing acreage  in  the  flat  upon  which  the  new  high  school  is 
located. 

(2.)  That  a  gradual  extension — not  a  curtailment — 
cf  the  new  activities  made  possible  by  the  new  high  school 
be  made. 

CONCLUSION 

This  report  is  not  lengthy.  Purposefully,  it  has  been 
made  brief,  with  the  hope  that  what  has  been  written 
will  be  thoroughly  digested. 

The  same  interest,  the  same  conscientiousness,  the 
same  honesty,  the  same  frankness,  the  same  fairness, 
actuate  us  now  as  formerly.  Though  we  err  often,  our 
intent  is  good.  % 
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I  wish  to  herewith  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
following: — The  School  Committee,  for  its  liberal  support 
and  its  latitude ;  the  teachers  for  their  loyal  support  and 
active  co-operation;  the  public  for  its  fairness  and 
patience. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Palmer,  Mass.,  January  7,  1924. 


Appendix 


A.    GENERAL  STATISTICS 
I.  Population 

Census  of  1920,  9,896 

School  Population,  April  1,  1922,  5  to  16  years  of  age,  2,762 

School  Population,  April  1,  1923,  5  to  16  years  of  age,  2,753 


II.  Pupils 


Number  of  Children  in  Town,  April  1,  between: 


1921-1922 

1922-1923 

Ages  5  and  7, 

631 

590 

Ages  7  and  14, 

1,705 

1,727 

Ages  14  and  16, 

426 

436 

2,762 

2,753 

Aggregate  Enrolment,  September  to  June, 

2,227 

2,134 

Average  Daily  Attendance, 

1,933.39 

1,848.68 

Average  Number  Belonging, 

2,016.37 

1,933.71 

Per  Cent,  of  Attendance, 

95.89 

95.60 

Average  Number  of  Pupils  per  Teacher: 

In  High  School, 

20.27 

25.54 

In  Other  Schools, 

30.92 

33.92 
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B.    ATTENDANCE  STATISTICS 
Attendance  by  Schools, 


1922 

•1923 

 4  

p, 

o 

O  0) 
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ment 
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IT. 
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c 

11 
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High, 

250.36 

241.35 

96.33 

52  281 

Palmer  Grammar, 

637.35 

602.47 

94.66  1 

76  700 

Three  Rivers  Grammar, 

188.26 

182.75 

96.99 

17  213 

Wenimisset, 

115.12 

110.08 

95.6?. 

35  126 

Thorndike  Grammar, 

231.40 

224.98 

97.23 

24  245 

Bondsville  Grammar, 

356.38 

340.10 

95.43 

18  394 

Wire  Mill, 

107.76 

102.77 

95.39 

33  119 

Palmer  Center, 

21.86 

21.25 

97.20 

7  24 

Forest  Lake, 

25.22 

22.93 

90.00 

5  32 

Total,  1 

,933.71 

1,848.68 

95.60       367  2,134 

C.    FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  F 

OR  YEAR 

192S 

Account 

Appropriation  Expended 

Balance 

General  Expenses, 

$9,185.00 

$9,152.81 

$32.19 

Teachers'  Salaries, 

83,185.00 

70,233.46 

3,951.54 

Textbooks  and  Supplies, 

6,500.00 

7,014.25 

-514.25 

Transportation, 

6,700.00 

6,862.85 

-162.85 

Janitors'  Services, 

7,525.00 

6.667.32 

857.68 

Fuel  &  Light, 

8,950.00 

13,347.73 

-4,397.73 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 

and  Grounds, 

2,500.00 

2,253.79 

246.21 

Repairs, 

3,000.00 

2,823.70 

176.30 

Music,  Manual  Training 

and  Drawing, 

3,900.00 

3,SS5.2^ 

14.7S 

Commercial, 

9,240.00 

9,098.95 

141.05 

Furniture  and  Furnishing 

2,000.00 

2,365.85 

-365.85 

Other  Expenses, 

10,175.00 

11,340.92 

-1,165.92 

Continuation, 

6,650.00 

6,119.92 

530.08 

Americanization, 

2,500.00 

1,511.19 

9SS.81 

Special  Heating, 

5,000.00 

5,551.52 

-551.52 

$167,010.00 

.$167,229.48 

-$219.48 

■227.04 

*227.04 

$167,002.44  $7.56 


/ 


135 

•This  .S227.04  is  a  Federal  grant  from  the  Smith-Hughes  Fund, 
which  cannot  be  turned  into  the  Town  Treasury,  but  must  be  added 
to  the  regular  school  appropriation  and  expended  for  Continuation 
School  salaries.  We  have,  therefore,  to  make  our  accounts  bal- 
ance, deducted  this  from  amount  "Expended"  and  added  it  to  "Bal- 
ance," so  that  instead  of  there  being  a  Deficit  of  $219.48,  there  is 
a  Balance  of  $7.56. 

D.    BILLS  PAYABLE  AND  RECEIVABLE 

Bills  Payable: 

None. 

Bills  Receivable: 

None. 
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G.  INSURANCE 


I.    Total  Estimated  Value  of  Buildings  and  Contents 


School 

Building 

Contents 

Total 

Palmer  High, 

$188,750.00 

$44,100.00 

$232,850.00 

Thorndike  Street  Grammar, 

54,540.00 

6,550.00 

61,090.00 

Park  Street  Grammar, 

60,460.00 

6,178.00 

66,638.00 

Thorndike  Grammar, 

49,388.00 

5,423.00 

54,811.00 

Three  Rivers  Grammar, 

48,384.00 

4,662.00 

53,046.00 

Bondsville  Grammar, 

55,955.00 

6,919.00 

62,874.00 

Wenimisset, 

50,000.00 

4,169.00 

54,169.00 

Wire  Mill, 

5,500.00 

1,131.00 

6,631.00 

Palmer  Center, 

1,675.00 

487.00 

2,162.00 

Forest  Lake, 

1,550.00 

381.00 

1,931.00 

Total, 

$516,202.00 

$80,000.00 

$596,202.00 

II.  Insurance 

Upon  School 

Buildings 

XT  dllllcl  xllgll, 

Thorndike  Street  Grammar, 

43,550  00 

Park  Street  Grammar, 

48,400.00 

Thorndike  Grammar, 

39,500.00 

X  lllXZC    IvIVCIS    VJI  dlllULdL  f 
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Bondsville  Grammar, 

44,800.00 

Wenimisset, 

40  000  00 

Wire  Mill, 

4  400  00 

Palmer  Center, 

1  350  00 

Forest  Lake, 

1,250.00 

Total  on  Buildings, 

$413,000.00 

Insurance  on  Contents, 

72,000.00 

Total  Insurance, 

$485,000.00 

Amount  of  Insurance, 

$485,000.00 

Rate — Five  Years, 

1.72% 

Premium, 

$8,342.00 

Average  Yearly  Premium, 

$1,668.40 
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